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' In florid beauty gfroves and fields appear, 
Man se^ms the only growth that dwindles here. 
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For as refinement stops, from sire to son, 
Unaltered, unimproved, the manners run. Goldsmith. 
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PREFACE* 

ITotbe late important and long pettditiq^ trial 
Hie eyes of the nation hate been turnoi with 
eagerness and impatience, tn its termioatioti 
every individual has felt interested. It haa how 
ended, tind at the disclosure of such a disgrace* 
fql succession of disasters^ by which^ through {b- 
capacity and misconduct^ a stigma almost indelihte 
has been affixed tQ the British name^ the public 
mind is filled with indignation and rage- 

^he magnitbde of the national loss ^eems in* 
creased in a tenfold degree by reflection on the 
manner in trhich that loss was sustained. The 
event of the trial has stamped universal coavic* 
ticb of the ease with which a conquest might 
haye been obtained by proper measure?^ and of 
the incalcukble advantages that have been m 
madly relinqnished. 

At this moment^ virhile these events are recent^ 
wnd the curiosity of the publip so strob^ly ex- 
cited by whatever relates to the interesting coup* 
try we ha,Ve left, it may not^ pethaps^ be neces- 
sary to apofogixe for the pubficatiottfrf' the fol- 
lowing pages. As there seems to be an expecta- 
tion that an object of such importance to the 
commercial relations of Great Britain^ is not en- 
tirely abandoned^ vi^e are encouraged to hope that 
the fast efibrt has not been made. 

With this impression the following sketches^ ga- 
thered during a short residence in the coun&y, 
are ofiered to the indulgence and candour of the 
public. 
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They are doubtless too imperfect to meet the 
severity of criticism ; but some of the observa- 
tions Mrill^ at leasts have the recommendation of 
novelty. \ 

The world knows little of the manners preva- 
lent among the inhabitants of South America^ 
i^nd trifling anecdotes will often convey a more 
'accurate idea than elaborate description. 
. . If* in expectation of finding in this little work 
^any learned investigations or uncommon remarks^ 
the philosopher should be induced to peruse i^ 
^he will meet with disappointment; and the fasti- 
odious critic will probably consider it as too insig- 
^nificant for his notice or censure. 

Should it, however, afford to the majority of 
readers the smallest degree of amusement or plea- 
sure, the author will not regard his labour as en- 
tirely wasted. 

The author of the " Notes on La Plata** ac- 
knowledges with pleasure that he is wholly in- 
debted for the '' History of the Expedition,'' to 
the zeal and industry pf some well informed 
friends. ^ 

The , plans in illustration of the whole will be 
considered of value not only by the reader, but 
also by those who may hereafter visit the impor- 
tant, territory which they accurately delineate. 
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THE PROVINCE OP LA PLATA./ 



THE Viceroyalty of La Plata 
comprises an immense extent Of territory, 

■.■■■»■ ■ ' ** ■ / 

watered by the vast river from which it is 
named, and from the tributary streams. 
Of ihesk fertile and delightful regions but 
little is known. Many' stimulated by 
thirst of gain, h^ve traversed them fcr 
purposes of commerce: but they have sel- 
dom or never been explored by travellers 
from motives of curiosity, or for the pro-» 
motion of science. Mines yet remain un- 
molested and unknown ; and the exhaust- 
less stores of botanical and ijiineral know- 
ledge contained in the unexplored recesses 
of this immense continent, are left for fii- 
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ture ages to develope. It cannot be pre- 
sumed, from the- scanty gleanings I have 
been able to collect, that much will be 
added to the stock of information. These 
few pardcufers thrown together for private 
amusement, and to beguile the weariness 
of an idle hour at sea, may possibly be 
t^o^ghl^-tcite* wiintereftting, and trivial. 
If however, from th^e imperfect sketches* 
soiRe icfea of the nature, manners, and 
customs, of this inles9(rfang country be 
gained, feeble 4a the pictures jxaj be^ 
n^ object will be accmnplisbed. 

. The greater part of this province is an 
immensa plain that stretches to the base of 
the Andes. There are, however, in the 
interior^ many le% and mountainous 
tracts. 

f 

/ 

.The.Eio de la Plata, or River Plate, is 
formed by the union of a number of lesser 
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trtbtitiuy sticaitas. AHMng theni ais iMnjr 
ttoti exdetd id MagQitoflk, nort <tf Ihe 
eltte£ tuwrs of Europe. 

The Parana is the most impovtuttt. It 
proceeds from the country northward of 
B«» Janeiro* and v »weilQ4 iJpt i^ wnjrse 
tbK>)>^ 4» mouoli^oiHis sagkiib hf se¥(«<4 
f maBsff riveor^ Qms c£ thMi that <m«lri<- 
^mitft i^ 4ttginf»^ it is lihe ]^»rs%ua]fF> % 
^rema v^ch rjdet m th« north, «i»di m^ 
■ceires, pieww to >** iHoc^OU with the 
Paj-aaa, a lav^ Hver «a}M the Fifc^f 
mtfii, (MriginatingintheYicipity of Potosi. 

The Vermego and the iSaiado whioli 
spring from among the Aud^, and the 
IJfaguay, a river surpassing the £ibe or 
the Khine in size, also empty themseive^ 
into La Plata, The Uraguay river is in~ 
terrupted in its course hy acveraL rapids. 
Two hundred l«a^i«a kQtn its moiKth, so 
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great is the bi^adth, that it cannot be 
crossed in an hoar ; and before its union 
with La Plata, the -opposite banks sufe 
so distant, as not to be discernible at the 
«ametime. 

Compared to this vast and "celetoated 
iirer, themi^ty streams of the ajicieht 
hemisphere dwitidle into insignificance;: It 
lias not however, a dejHIi proportiotiate 
*b its grafideiir of bread^ andvastneite of 
extent. The cbanriel is narrow and ser- 
pentine, and' the river shallow. From this 
circun^stance, the navi^tion has always 
been esteemed difficult and dangerous. 
The English have however, proved by:ex- 
perience, that it is not in reality so peri- 
lous 9& they had apprehended. The dan- 
ger was possibly magnifkd by the Spa- 
niards from ignorance, or more probably 
from those Aarrow motives of policy, by 
which their government has ever been ac- 
tuated. 
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The' river; at the mOuthv is about a 
h&ndrecl' and ) fifty miles in J^readth. As 
high' v(!j^< aa Monte Vid^o/' where- it ii 
greasy Kiimkiished^ ithenland cannot* be 
di«x)vered Itom the> :ceatre^\ nor can- the 
eye distinguish it ifroni^he immeasurable 
ocean. 'At Bitenos Ayres fiwo battdij^ 
aiod ten.miles AoBli>thetii«ufch^ it is forty 
inilesbroadr :^ ^- 

The principal danger to which vessel* 

istf* exposed in this river, arises from the 

-violent^and ftirious winds which blow from 

thfe 'west. ^ In order to resist them, it is 

necessary for ships to throw out all their 

anchors, and to secure them with chains 

of iron. : These winds blow chiefly ift 

the winter season, and are called pantperos^ 

j^m the plains of Las Pampas^ across 

which they come. These plains com- 

liuence about twenty, leagues to the west- 

*w»rd Qi Buenos Ayres, and extend to the 



iDotolthat ridge i^ftlN3 An^i whiih u 
l^e barfier of the JxrovinCd ctf: CHilL III 
tiiia d|re€tk>a tbey attetcK afaoiub tHxM 
' b»n«b^ mik», and iifiteeil kvodi^ amtii 
tGlwvd the sava^ regions <S Patagonia^ 
They are cxtremefy fertile^ and covefecl 
fhiougbout thm tasi extent i^ith. lofty 
l^va&s and the rkHe^ oknretr^ Undet tins 
luxariant and protecthig shadi^^ tiie mrvBt^ 
inerable herds of wild horses, bullocks^ 
ostticheBy and other anio^b that range 
the wilderness, Attd shelter from, the 
Ae^^rching xAys of the smi« They aire des^ 
.titute of trees^ and their only inhabitaBtJs 
are fierce and savage nations, which rove 
fil^^i in troops> and often attack the ad^ 
il^ntoroiis traveler. There is no wood or 
,aa»i»eiioe<m these plains to check the vvoh 
;Ience of the wind, nor the smallest obstacfe 
to oppose its fiiry ; and ite impetuosity n 
so mach increased when it reaches tlie 
rirer, that the waves are elevated to ^ 
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* 

"gnxA hm^, Mid the wlioie sur&ce of the 
«iitater8 swelled and agitated like the 
«oeaii^ Without taking proper precau- 
ttoni&i fthips fife often liable to be destroyed 
ky tlietr t«i^balence. 

The pamperos are much more frequent 
^ ip^mtcr t^ianin any other season, though 
^^^ 80l»etHnes prevail in the summer 
jaohtfas. They Wow with a steady rio- 
ilmce> atid their ^'pproach is preceded foy 
;«l€Hrms of tjhundelr and li^tning* While 
ike wind continues the sky is always dears 
jmd the weatther invariably fair. 

The haibour of Buenos Aytes is ren- 
4ei(ed -unsafe by the prevalence of these 
^wmds: and even in the Bay of Monte 
-Video/wiiichtsieonsidered the most secure 
•Rchoring place in the river, ships often 
tneet ^ith' accidents. 
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At Monte Video the water of the river 
has not sufficiently lost its saline ta^te to 
be fit for use. Fifty miles higher up> it ii 
perfectly fresh, soft, and palatable, arid is 
the only water drank by the inhabitants of 
Buenos Ayres. 

The climate of this countiy is serene 
and delightful. The summer conmiences 
in the month of Decepiber. The heat 
during this season is great, but seldom 
oppressive. It is tempered, by refreshing 
breezes that almost invariably spring up 
towards the middle of the day. The 
greatest inconvenience experienced in 
warm weather, is from the swamis -of flies 
and other insects that iirf^ tjje air. Snow 
never fells in the winter, nor is the cold 
ever so severe as to freeze the ground. 
Rains are frequent, and accompanied by 
lightning and thunder^ that are indeed 
terrific. 
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• Tte newness f^:$^i\iiy of the> soil cm 
tigparall^d iatiK>otliQr p^ of the glol^. 
The fields BX0 clothed with perpetual vem 
duije.-. their blcK)m iS never nipped by the 
icy blasts of winter, nor their beauty de-, 
•troyed:by the paiiclung rays of the sum-, 
mer's sun. : 

Every fruit that flourishes in.thetem- 
pemte countries >of'IJuropey or. in the 
waiimer xegions of .the taropic^, attains here^ 
the h^hest per^Qti(m> Exotics usually, 
become dimmished iil;ta$te, and. in9ipi4. 
in &i,:^ouri but transplanted to this genial; 
climate, -they preserve every quality and 
eyery luSUry of their oative soil. 

. The inhabitants , of this country seeni, 
insensible of the blessings they enjoy from 
the kviah hand of nature. They pas^/ 
their lives in listless indolence, without 
knowing how to appreciate such advan* 



tages, er jrithoiii capsuAty toBseiheai; 
and tl^^ are too.i(iacfclv<e to cultivate th* 
earth mote ths(D is absolutely requisite fo^ 
the calls of pature. The peasaMt» woi lit^ 
tie l?etter than savages; wild, fierce, un-* 
cooth, and buried in the grossei^fc igno-« 
ranee. 

The fruits and productions of Europe, 
thoiigk origki^ly jntroduced by the dkn 
coverers and irst settlers^ have now be^ 
<x>me i^rpoBtraieousy snd grow wiki in the 
i^ds. So rich is the soil^ and so inex^ 
liaustible its nehne$$, that a ccmtinued 
cultivatiea o£ thef same spot for twenty' 
years in succession without the aid of ma-^ 
nure, does not in any' degree diminish it% 
fertility^* The plough is an instrument 
unknowa; and ftom not knowmg the 
want of manure, the natives areJ^»orant 
of its lise. , 
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daatas^b^ iriMtf. of the earthy The only 

jij|s% off.nol, I am ^t^Bougii silled ia 
9^ncttItitP$ tO: !(ieten»iae; . If;: }ose^ . it^rca^f 

pidi|ty^<)f:;ftf«r0urp ;TJ*e^i§j?i ijotfttoe^ ,«|f 
tbe ooBBtiy wbi^.i# k>f^rO'ndtt^ asx.tiQf' 

been originally the Irish, and it somewhat 
jtef^va^es tb»t oi Carol|na». but 49 xiitich 
k^mov. " Insft^aft • iof f!l%(ft^](ig t|)e . w^el^ 
|Ky|sktoe^ as i^ eiurtpniaFy wi^h our fsuri^f 9S> 
tb^ wjly p«t, th^ to^i pi?.;^t^t ,. i^ covOM' 
zBonly called, 'tbei applet iato tb^> earth; 
^dd it is not dvt^probabk Ihftti ihis tnay 
fiontribjate to its 4e^f^pa4y^ 

^he vast plains of this cquntry are CQ^ 
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vtvtd, from year to year, with the finest 
clover, which grows spontaneously in the 
richfist profusion. Oft the banks of thie! 
liver there are a few trees, but otherwise 
tjhe country is for many leagues barci 
and neither woods nor forests e#e to b^ 
*een till you approach the borders of 
Paraguay and Peru. This circumstluice 
appears extraordinary, an a country where 
the soil is like a garden, but it is pro*- 
bably owing to the prevalence of those 
violent winds of which Ihave just spokeii. 

To the serenity of the climate, the rich; 
and wild luxuriance with which the earth 
is perpetually covered, may be attl'ibuted 
€he prodigious increase of grazing arii^ 
mals, that run wild on the plains, and tra* 
verse the country in such countleiss herds> 
as to darken the horizon, and reach be- 
yond the limits of vision. 
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^ In the interior of 'North Ani^ffita^r and 
in almost every ' new and umnfakbiied 
country/' the enterpmiiig. setttei; ha»' ob?- 
stactes to encounter .a{>pQH^ntly mvinciUe 
by human: efforti^^- and f uch^as nothing faat 
the most p^severing^industry and iabon«^ 
ous pattiehce^ could ^ev&c ' enable hup: to 
surmbunti* Years are bften spent in cea»$^ 
less exertions ere he eah level the^fomsi 
or soften • the fugged earth, fbeforethe^s^w* 
around him b^ins to ai^ume the fealuMt 
of dvilization; ' i ^i^-^ * 

But here the prodigality of nature has 
given to man regions which .scarcely ask 
the aid of cialtivation. It is a mortiiying 
spectacle to see them in^tihie posi^sfoh' of 
a people whose energies ^?ite torpid^ -and 
who, from their* own laziness, suffer these 
fertile fields to become deisolate in despite 
of themselves, and to rot* in their own lux-* 
Vfiance. 
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Beside» thdh^rdsxif wild eatile, hoises 
tad ddgi^ thBie we^lewpw^s: cougarsi 
paDthers^ t%eES,;Uoo8i ftod) sev^er?^ other 
apickajo{m\d. bctats, ti^diiesQit to tiiei 
li«cr4eat» of tiie.xiTei^ :0£tiA.^em beaMa 
of pci^ the ti^ is Ithe raostvtenible ai^ 
dangerous. ' He is -said to^be in his nar* 
toreioaojrtt.fiereefiild Mvage fhao .tih6se of 
£0tq|4i. The Item oS thb Aft^etiy 4oe| 
]kc4 exceed^ iii,sbe, an £agU$h ina»ti€» 
^; fntiti. alid iiifttiire he is Inot howe^ver 
different £tom that of Afitioa; and. in 
strength ^d courage he even surpasses 
|hie.ti99r. ..••.;■ '.•■;•;. 

; pstoKhes, luidlalinoat ev^ry species ot 
ynldJbmk knpwaim tlK othe? patrts of the 
jirorld> ikbouiid liese.. . The pliunage of the 
imds iai beaQtifaUy: variegated. There 
IM^e nianykisids itolux^ to naturalists^ 
and of whidh no description has ccnsat 
guently ^syer bf?en given. 
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It is a remark«tble clrttumstkncJe; dfidi 
one more proof, perhaps, of the dbtiit-!' 
gufsh^d nfiahner *in which^bis hatppy^sOil 
has been fevoured by n^ure, that no yP 
pers or venomous reptiles are to be foimd^ 
in any pjwt of this fertile province. 

Of the t^ty of Bu^os Ay res, a^ I had^ 
not an opportunity of Visiting it during 
my residence in South America, 1 cau' 
give no account from personal observa- 
tion. It was settled in 1578> and is the 
capital of th^e whole province. The namef 
implies the salubrity of the climate; It 
was formerly under the jurisdiction of the 
viceroy of Peru, and is now, -in point of 
size and -commerciai importJance; the se-- 
cond city^ in South America. The envi- 
rons are addmed with a great numiber ot 
gentlemeji*s villas. Their gardens abound 
in fruit ' trees^aiid aromatic shrubs, and 
the ffelds aroiind the city are beautiftd^ 
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beyond description. It contains about 
70,000 inhabitants^ and is the jpesidence of 
a viceroy ai|d bishop.' The streets of the 
city are regular^ and it has a noble square, 
adorned with elegant and splendid edi-> 
fices. In frpnt of the square on the river 
stands the citadel. The opposite bank 
of La Plata is not distinguishable. Buenos 
Ayres is exceeded only by Lima, and is the 
great mart of the coiipm^ierce of Peru. 

At the entrance of the ^ive^ on the 
northern bank is the village of Maldo*- 
nado. It is pleasantly situated, a mile 
from the sea^ and contains about 200 
liouses^and 1,000 inhabitants* The houses 
are low and mean« A little garden is at- 
tached to each, which gives an agreeable 
and lively appearance. , A new church 
has recently been erected in the Spanish 
style of architecture. Oranges, necta« 
rinesi lemons, peaches, figs and othysr 
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fniits, abound here in the same profusion 
as in other parts of the province. The 
Island of Lobos, so called from the mul- 
titude of sea- wolves that infest it, lies near 
the village. 

Excepting the mountain of Monte Video 
,the only high land on the river is in the 
vicinity of Maldonado . 

The city and fortress of St. Philip, or, as it 
is commonly called, Montevideo, was esta- 
blished about eighty years ago. The num- 
ber of inhabitants is estimated at 20,000. 
An unsuccessful attempt was made by the 
Portugueze, about thirty years since, to 
wrest it from the hands of the Spaniards. 
Until its capture in February last, by the 
English army, under the gallant Sir 
Samuel Auchmuty, it has> since that per 
riod, remained quiet and unmolested. 
This city may be reckoned the key of 
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the Spanish dominibns. It is cjrected on 
a point of land^ or peninsula, at the ex-r 
tremity of a spacious hay. The mountain 
which gives name tt> the place is on the 
opposite side, and presents a fine object 
from the town. It is very lofty, rising 
Irom the water with an easy and beautiful 
slope. It is the highest land in the pro- 
vince. The View from the summit ex- 
tends as far as the eye can reach. 

The town of Monte Video is built on a 
rock, and is capable of being rendered im- 
pregnable. The citadel stands on the 
land side between the two gates. Below 
the citadel, towards the bay, the works 
are bomb-proof, but are not yet entirely 
completed. At the other extremity of 
the town is the fort of St. Joseph, which, 
though small, is very strong. 

The circumference of Monte Video, 
within the walls^ is between two and three 
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mtles. It was the qriginial mtention, when 
tlie city wa*f(^rMied, tbat its Walls should 
Iiave embraced a tn uch larger; space than 
they now centain* This deaigft was frws* 
tfated by a ciroumstanee of iotlividuai 
jealomly arid revefige^ wbkb VriU convey 
no bad picture of the Spanish character. 
A gentleman hs^ erected an elegant house 
hear tfee extrdrrtity of the town, but with-*- 
in the »pace rtiark^ out for its limits, and 
:*rhere it was ^^t^ipined the Walls should 
he built. The J^ngineer, Ivho came out 
ittvfested with tl>e royal authority to su- 
perintend Arid eom^tfuet the fortifications, 
w^» tills man's bitter and inveterate 
^nemy. At the sight of his splendid man- 
jsion the envy of the architect was excited, 
and bi^ slunkbeying Imtred awakened. 
Stinw^lated by bifS malignant feelings, ht 
did not scruple to sacrifice hi» own ho-^ 
nourand the public good to the gratifica*- 
tioii of his levenge. To effect this, he 
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contracted the original limits of the city, 
and so built the walls as to shut out the 
object of his envy. The circumference 
was by this means reduced to its present 
state : and a large extent of ground al- 
lotted for the city was thus excluded. 

The streets are all perfectly strait, in- 
tersecting each other at right angles; and 
iare wide enough to admit three coaches 
iaibreast. The houses, for the most part, 
consist only of ground floors. They, are 
t)uilt of brick cemented with mud, and on 
the outside mortared and white- washed. 
The roofs are flat, and surrounded with a 
kind of parapet, so as to form a complete 
fortification. In this place every man's 
house may indeed be said to be his castle. 
The mode of defence adopted at the attack 
on Buenos Ay res was the wisest measure 
on the part of the Spaniards that couW pos- 
sibly have been chosen, each ho Use being; 
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$0 constructed as to form a strong defende 
against the invader* 

In the cool of a suramfer's evening, or 
as soon-as the fervor of tlie sun has abat^ 
ed, the ladies walk on the tops of their 
houses, to inhale the refreshing breezes 
that blow from the river. The houses 
are floored with brick universally, the 
most elegant as well ai^ the meanest. Many 
of them are covered [jwith straw carpets.^ 
and, in winter, with skins of the leopard, 
frt^the softer fur of the Llama. The En- 
glish have pitrtially introduced among 
them the use of wooUen foot-cloths^ 
There are neither stoves or fire-places in 
any of their houses : of course, the walls 
being extremely thick, they become very 
damp and uncomfortable in the winter 
months, when the weatlier is generally wet 
and raw. The only method which they 
adopt to keep themselves v^rpi during 
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thi& period is by the use of brantm^ or 
pans fixed in a wooden frame which they 
bring into their rooms filled with charcoal :. 
jMTound this the whole family -hovers at the 
hazard of snfibcation. 

Glass windows are uncommon, except iii 
the principal houses. That monument of 
the national character by which every 
Spanish town is distinguished fe equally 
conspicuous here, the liriiidows being all 
defended by thick ^MiAgs ^f iron, which 
occasions to the street in sombre appear* 
ance, and gives every: house the aspect of 
a prison. Most Of the houses that 9tt 
more than one stOry from the grountl are 
ornamented with balconies. / 

Their dwellings are bf^ no means remark- 
able for being decorated with taste or elet 
gance. There is a plentiful lack of fumi* 
ture to be discovered every where. TI;e 
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walls of their apartments are seldom 
adorned with either curtains, sprints, ot 
paper-hangings, and most of them are event 
destitute of plastered cielings or cornishes- 
They are not often ornamented with any 
thing more thgtn two or three old^feshioned 
tables, one of which generally bears a 
crucifix, or has a paltry picture of the 
Virgin suspended over it. Indeed, images 
of the Virgin, the Saviour, and Saints of all 
denominations, are seen in great profiasion. 
These repiiesentations are not the most flat-^ 
tering, nor do they convey the most devout 
ideas to an heretical imagination * A dozen 
or two of antiquated, cumbersome, leather- 
bottomed, high backed chairs are ranged 
round the room with great care, and nia-^ 
thematical precision as to their equi-dist- 
ance. They are wisely kept for show, and 
hy the rules of the family are never to be 
removed from their places. In one of 
these unweildy machines if the unhappy 
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visitor plants himself in hope ojp finding 
Impose to his weary joints, his case is in- 
deed desperate : for rest he shall seek in 
vain* While pent up in a chair of this 
description, I have often sighed and invo-* 
luntarily soliloquised in the pathetic words 
of Cowper— 

*^ But restles was tke chair ; ' the back ^reet, , 

^' t)istress'd the3wrearj loins, that felt no ease ; 
*^ The slippery seat betrayed the sliding piart 
^^ That press'd it> and the feet hung dangling down^ r 
^' Anxious in vain to find the distant floor." 

The English have introduced furniture 
more modem, and they are just beginning 
to open their eyes to improvements . 

All the houses are so built as to form a 
square area or court-yard in, the interior, 
surrounded by the sides of the house. 
Some have three or four. The yard is 
paved Hke the floors of .their rooms with 
flat stones or bricks. In the centre is a 
large cistern into which the wate^r collect- 
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ed on iheaioteaot flat roof is conveyed by 
pipes. This rain-water the Spaniards tue 
here generally, and prefer to any other. 
A large stone jar stands under the shade 
in the comer of the yard, and is kept filled 
for immediate use ; thus it becomes clear 
and cool before it is drimk. It is sweet 
and pleasant, and preferable to the foun**- 
tain-water, which is daily brought into 
town from outside the gates by agmteros\ 
or water-carriers, who distribute and seU 
it 'to the various inhabitants of the city 
who are not otherwise supplied. The 
ground upon which Monte Video is built 
is so rocky that no wells have ever been 
dug. /At a short distance beyond the 
walls, there are three or four streams of 
water which are conducted into reservoirs 
made for the purpose. It is taken thence 
by the dguatetos, who convey it in an im- 
mense hogshead fastened on wheels and 
drawn by two or three yoke of oxen. la 

E 
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these brooks are washed all the dirty 

• clothes of the city. 

r The female slave^ as i^en as the wask^ 
ing'-da^ comes I'ound, mounts her steed 

• with tl^ ba^ behind l^BT, containing the 
foullirten of the fbmily^ and^thds accou- 
.teirei^ sallies out to the brooks • One can 
.never go out of the gates without encoun-^ 
tering troops of black wenches, inftintry 
as If ell as cavalry, crowned with buck- 
baskets. I do not believe that the water 
receives much additiomd sweetness from 
these ablutions; 

The court-yards are adorned with tubs 
tod flower-pots filled with the various 
shrubs and plants of the country. At the 
sides, raised about two feet from the ground^ 
are beds of earth, in which orange-trees^ 
lemon-trees, and grape-vines are planted^ 
There is usually a frame suspended across 
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the roof for the.«upport of the vine, which 
gives a shelter, acd in the su^gfier seasom 
forins a delicious, shftd^ ivitb -dtisters (jjf 
grapes hanging down^ T|je senses 2tf» 
thus refreshed, and the; pir .^ightfujljr 
cooled and perfiuaaed by . tfee - fragra»(»i 
IJnder this shade the morniug^^Ddleyemng 
is usually passed, and the dinner-table 
often spread in sultry weather. 3eQ^th 
the covert, of these vines the ipen spen^ 
their hours in conversatioi\anid6iiK>kin'g) 
The .women at; their needles^ tlu^imfiiung 
the guitar, or taking their Iwouriteifw^, 

To the use of this h^rb the inhabitantsr 
ajre universdly ai^d isMflpderittdy Aidioted^ 
It is not entii^ly ccinfined to the: imtiyesi 
of tljiif counti^KelM^t: stiiaua^ers/ iuid those; 
from Old Spaith . iafter li:viag soi&e time> 
a,mong.tkem, l>ecome< equally fond of i it.i^ 
It sei^e^ tbem for- bfieakfast, thi^ ■use'.oi 
tea, coffieei apd^ehocolate, beif^ imcom*- 
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snon in £unilies. They seldom take any 
thing in the niornin^ besides this herb ; 
which they drink as soon as they rise, and 
at all hours of the day, frequently even at 
theic meals. They never eat until they 
have first refreshed themselves by sucking 
their beloved beverage. 

The manner in which it is taken is not 
perfectly consonant with European ideas 
of*delicacy. Instead of drinking it as we 
take tea, they put the plant into a calabash, 
sometimes mounted with »lver, and pour 
boiling water upon it : many prefer it 
mijced with sugar and milk. The vessel 
out of which it is drank is called a matd ; 
frx>|iL which the same naine is also vulgarly 
given to the plant. The real name how- 
ever is Pamgtuof, as it is chiefly produced 
in tlMtt extensive province. A globular 
cup or goblet of silver placed on a high' 
ftiitd of the sajne metal, is commonly 
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to^d» use of among the richer class ^ Hot 
Its it is> and it is Usually enough, so to 
iK^ald the tongue of an European, they 
drink it, summer as well as winter, the 
instant that the water is poured in from 
the l^Qttle. The infusion is sucked through 
Z silver tube. The end which is put into 
the cup is swelled into a bulb with a num-» 
ber of small holes perforated through it • 
like a strainer to keep the floating frag- 
ments froni coming through. The liquOr 
is thus draok without swallowing the leaves 
of Uie plant. A wbole family or a large 
party ^ supplied from the sanie bowl and 
with the same tube. They suck, ^u^ after 
the otber> as it is passed from hand to hand, 
far fix)m considering it a breach of deco- 
rum, and without any of those sentiments 
of repugnance with which an liufopcan is 
usually infected. After the liquor is drank 
by one, a second infusion of hot water is 
j^Qiured upon the plant that remains in thft 



^ NOTES ON J 

cup, for the use of another. This is ofteii 
repeated five or six times without adding A 
jfresh quantity of the herb, irhich retain* 
its strength and taste for a long white 
before it is exhausted • The use of thi^ 
plant is universal,, being cohiined to no 
class. The slave drinks it aSkWell as hisr 
mtaster, and usually out of the same ves- 
sel too. The taste is not unpleasant, and 
when mixed like tea it is very good. 
From the mantier in which it ii drank, 'I 
did not get much addicted to it. . 

This famous herb is thought by the na- 
tives to be endowed with a great number 
of medicinal virtues. I do not however 
iniagine that its good qualities are so nu- 
merous as is said. Were credit given to 
tlieir assertions it would be a sovereign 
remedy for every disease. It is without 
doubt a strong diuretic, and the leaves 
when outwardly applied to wounds are 



^ 
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extremely efficacious. The leaf is in shape 
somewhat similar to that of the orange. 
Immense quantities of this plant are sent 
annually into. Peru, and exported froni 
Paraguay into all other parts of the Spa- 
nish dominions. 

The streets of Monte Video are all called 
after the different saints. Upon the arrival 
of the English they were numbered. It is 
but a few years since names have beeii 
given them, and the inhabitants scarcely . 
know one from another. Their only me- 
thod of directing you to a particular place 
is by its proximity to the citadel, the 
cavildo, the square of bull fights, or the 
residence of some one of their great cha- 
facters. They are well lighted, but badly 
paved, and I do not know any thing for 
wliich they are -more remarkable than for 
the immense companies of rats that tra- 
wr&e them at n ight -in all directions; Their 
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forces are so numerous^ that they keep 
Grimalkm himself in awe. A cessation 
of hostiKties and treaty of amity has ac- 
cordingly been entered into by the oppo- 
site parties. It is now very usual to see 
the cat lying down with the rat, and these 
apcient enemies sporting together with the 
utmost cordiality. 

The shops here have no sigmr or em-^ 
blems to distinguish them froija the adja- 
cent houses^ with the exception only of 
coffee-houses and barbers' shops. The 
latter of these are designated by one of 
those brass basons suspended over the 
door which the redoubted knight of 
JjSl Manchp. has immortalized by hav-^ 
ing worn as the helmet of Maujbrino. 
A Spanish barber unites in himself the 
three profiessions of surgeoii, shaver, and 
dentist. The opeoettion under the hands 
of one of these sages is somewhat singular* 
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t o&ce underwent it^ and the impression 
it ipade is not yet wholly w^ed off. The 
patient is fixed in tlie chair^ and the bason>^ 
inthp edge of which is a place cut out for 
tite purpose^ is fitted to the throat. The^ 
head' is in this manner pinned or pilloried^ 
against the back of the chair, not entireljf^ 
without danger etf strangulatiofi. The 
beard is tlwn mtoistened with Waim watery 
ami instead of lathering the &ce with a 
brush, the opei-ator takes a pteqe of soapt 
out of the bason, which, with much: grai^ty-^ 
he rubs several times over the countenance. 
After this ceremony, the beard is taken off 
in due form. I was not so much eniamoure^ 
of the operation as to wish a second trial: 
It is not easy to conceive a more ludicrous 
figure than is made by the subject while 
under their hands, or more awkward ^n« 
sations than those a stranger feels at his 
£rst^way. 
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At tlie corner: of eniery sitteet is- 6. ptU-.. 
pern or, wirte shop, whene wines- amlispi-f. 
rituous liquors are sold- The coiisuiu^* 
tio'p of. grdent spirits .here is vtiy. greiat.. 
A t^guJatiori; wa» »sid0 by; the £oglialL 
^^i\^t^, limiting their astttniier to ailuB^r. 
4rfed. BeftffQ . this toofc place,' there, ariete 
Ibi'efe or.lo»w:time« aslQiafiy. The Wine 
chiefly drmik < bene ■ .«s : CalaJtonia ; wbich^ 
testedess anid • disagpeeffWi <»8 it appcfuo. 
to as,, isjpreferred by them .to the ch^ioesti 
<|3laxiDt orfMadeirai : / " . . . i; ; 

f;. There aire several cofi^t^houses in thif$ 
fihiice, b«t.;^g!BneraHy indperv^nt. The 
chocolate sold theVe is very sweet, niade 
yecy tbidc, and bfought tin a^ tm»bleri 
with a plate of toast;. These houses :are 
frequented by. majiy of the iulw4)itants, 
who .now. and then indulge .tljeniseiyw in 
a breakfast more substantial than, rmte* 
The Spaniards are naturally abstemious. 
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aa^^^t90 ]&e^i9liniaa comiders a very 
m^di«r#e: /bmalt^iati woulii be re^atdedi 
i» an ample ifteaA ; fw three w four -of 
their cotwiti?ymen. A little teii-cup td 
^feoQftkrtQ, io whkhj he sqaks his'solitary 
dtoe c^ toaiit^ k: aP ittjjqh' 4* ^y<ton© fev^e 
takfss. s Thfty>se©a»td. W:view \with;ifroi3if* 
der tbe viH^aciqu^new lof aa EngU^bniftni 
who wa* aot al^mys satisfied till he had 
seea^lierbdttojit of fcwrt orthrde tumb* 
lers jwd dexjoured* a. Ipcoportiooaterqujai* 
^ity ^f:toastand eggs,.: , ^ ' : 

c ., Tfce ielaii:li€t of ]Vi^i^ Yi^m kiymy 

exceUent • It ai^Qpmdp * with e^^i^y t^^^ 
of meat and poultry, -and is supplied from 
efltBB river, : with a ' grelit variety u£f fisfi . — 
'B6ef is teery fiije^.^and, wbe^ pijoperly 
dsflieidv liii(t little infierjor tovEnglishi A 
srihc^fitc imy bjerb«^iight fs^r. a dollati; .a 
4flbttpjje»eijaUy iGCtf'^l^ Tfeeje 

M' ft.^gw»t di^jpropttyfiQH id. thp pride (#f 
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different articles which appears svxpm* 
ing to a stranger ; as much is oftra gtvea 
for a pair of fowls as for a yoke of 
oxen. The Spaniards spoil the meat 
by their manner of killing it. There are 
neither butchers' stalls nor tables in the 
market. After they have stuck a knife 
into the animal's throat> it is skinned on 
the' ground, and a leg or shoulder cut off, 
as called for. Oftentimes, when a parti- 
cular piece of meat is wanted, the animal' 
is killed, and after cutting out the de« 
sired part, without taking off the skin, 
the remainder of the carcase is thrown to 
the 4ogs, or lefb to rot in the streets. 

So prodigiously have cattle multiplied, 
that the proprietor of a bullodcfor the 
sake of the hide, will give tba carcase 
willingly to any one who will taJie the 
trouble of killing it. Akaost «very anir 
mal is M on beef; firon) th|s cir^iumtaQoe, 
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pork and poultiy bought casually in. the 
market, and which have not been pur- 
posely fattened, are tinctured with a very 
ancient and beef-Uke taste. Vegetables 
and fruits are cheap and very, abundant. 
Melons^ oranges, lemons, nectarines, figs, 
pears, apples, peachra, &c. are as de« 
licious as <ii^ any region of the earth 
produces. The grapes of this country 
are even said to surpass those of Italy ia 
size and flavour. 

: Here, are a great number of billiard 
tables, and the inhabitants are much ad^ 
dieted to jgaming. It is very usual on en^ 
tering a shop, to see a customer adjusting 
his accounts on the counter with a pack 
of cards. 



The public buildings are in no wise dis^ 
i^ti^Qfehed for splendor or magnificence. 
Thi» prii)€ipal and most conspicuous edi* 
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fee is the church in the great square of 
the city ; it has two cuppkis iti fronts and 
an elegant dome covered with glazed tiles j 
in the interior the appearance is very 
handsome ; the walls are ornamented with 
a few paintings, and the niches are fflled 
with several well carved images. There 
are no galleries, and. the roof is supported 
by ftwr rartges of Doric pillars, which 
reach from the floor to the arched ciel-» 
ing. All the decorations are handsome 
and simple, without any appearance of 
gawly finery. This church, as wt learn 
from a Latin inscription over the door, 
is dedicated to St. James and St. Philips 
the tutelar saints of the place. It is un-* 
der ^he direction of a vicar, who has se*- 
Y^ral secular assistants or curates. After 
the capture of Monte Video, this edifice 
iffas converted into an hospital for the 
wounded English,* and was extremely well 
adapted for this purpose, front its ajyy si* 
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luation. The pk)us vi^ajr i»a;tiifested na 
sm^Vk degree of hptrar /^ tki& hereti^:^ 
ica^tjimorplKiSis- It is hawevej; in»gine4 
that nearly as many lives were saved '%y 
keeping it, as there would have been souls, 
h»d the r^^iuj»$trftiicc of his revereijce 
fe^li:ftttewted with succfess.. . 

; : tn ^ fron^ of the church, oa the other 
^e ^f th^ square stands the CaviWot, K>t 
eapit<4* The J&rst story is the <^y 
part yet completed. It is built of i5irt 
stone, and according to the plan which 
is tOt be seen in the haU, will have a very 
g^d iq^pearance ^hen finished. On the 
we$t side of ^e sq[uare, there is still re-* 
3|iaining an 0\d convent called La Ma-- 
t^$. _It was jefected by the Jesuits, And 
o^^pied by ttot o^-der till their expuU 
ti<?0* It is tlxe oldest church in the place, 
^ifhd is now^vesI*y sh^kbby, and not to be 
distinguished from the adjacent houses. 
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Mass is still said there> though no longer 
used as a conveat, by three or four secu- 
lar priests, who make it their habita^ 
tioh. 

Kear the centre of the city is a convent 
of Franciscans. It is a neat airy building 
in outward appearance, ornamented with 
a cupola, and has a small cdurt yard in 
front of the door. The number of 
mcmks residing in it does not exceed 
thirty. 

The good monks of this convent were 
almost the first acquaintance I formed on 
my arrival in the city. As I was one 
morning strolling about the streets, L 
took the liberty of going ill. On .enter- 
ing into the inner court yard, I saw seve- 
ral of the holy fathers sitting at the doon 
of their cells, underneath tlie piazza* 
They were amusing themselves^ with 



iArmking:mate land smpkipg* ^,pt>v ,ap-* 
pro?jChing them, I made my; obeisance* 
^ud^a^ed if a, stranger might be, alio wed 
tp enter?: They yere \fery civil, and, wil- 
lingly, undertook to gratify, my, c^urios^ty^ 
by opnduQting m^ to th^ chapel and other 
parte , of the convent. They offer;^ -me 
mati^ which,I,ded^|ipd>. not feeling a strong 
inclination at th^ lAoment to suck after 
lliecgood fathers. I was led into the 
chapel by two of th^ monks^ ; one of 
whom, as fWe were entering, took, occasion 
to observe, that he was of Irish descent : 
his father who ha4 lived several years in 
Monte ySdeo haying been born, in that 
country. - He told me that bis name was 
Campbell, but this, they have espftgnoUzed 
into Canipana whi^h signifies a bell. 

Much cannot be said in praise of the 
interior of the chapeh It does liot cor- 
respond with the ^xt^rnal neatness.— 



Tlic tfoor k paved with 'flat stories, ah^ 
like the great chUrch^ is without "seatsi 
It is iong and Idfty ; the walls are bate 
and white\riished. In lieu of cornices therie 
is a strip of blue pa;pef,' gilt at the edgeii 
which is ci^t into a paltry kind of festboD, 
and is a miserable specimen 6f taWdry 
splendour and patch wttirk finery-' Oppo- 
site the front door, at thfe farthest extre- 
mity, stands the principal altar, 'i'here 
is an organ over the entrance, -and thre^ 
other altars oh each side of the ehapeL 
Over one of them IS an image of Jesus 
Christ ' suspended on the cross, carved 
in wood and admirably e^^ecuted. A 
vast profusion of virgins of all dimensions 
salute the eye in every quarter, to- 
gether with images of St". James, St. 
Dominic, St. Francis, and a host of 
other worthies whdse names and histories 
I have not the happiness at present of 
rccolfecting. One figure I remember oT 



St. "B^pko, who ajqp^ffr^ to h^ve hfiHn of 
African pfurcntagei The piUar^ sprrovn^lr 
jt^ th9 chief 9itar» ftn^, indeed £i,U th9.t part 
^f the ch9.pel are gUt» And present a iinical 
>n4 gwdy ^pearance, . 

Tlw good monks went round with me 
to view the different paintings »nd images, 
Th^y were kind e?iaugh to inform^ me ^f 
their se^era^ names and titles^ aqd to give 
.^p^e the- history of their various exploits 
/while 0131^. farth. This was to me as may 
J^ supppsed^ a, very entertaining^ useful, 
and instructive piece of information. They 
had previously asked me if I was acquaint- 
ed with them by sight, and expressed no 
small degree of astonishment at my an- 
swering in the negative. Their wonder 
^va^ ^iH increased on l^rning by ifty an- 
swers, that I had never heard of them be- 
.fore* Father Cs^mpana a^k^d me if the 
.cath<>li<5>^el^iofli w:as'not established in 
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England ? He did not seem pcdSftctly, te 
cpm:prehen4 me when I replied that the 
religion of England was the Protestants 
He inquii*ed if they worshipped saints^, if 
they believed in scripture, if they sai^ 
mass, if they had convents, churches, 
priests, if they confessed and received ab*» 
solution ? On hearing the answers 1 gave^ 
Fatlier Catnpana and his companion ex- 
pressed great astonishment: they seeniefl 
to consider it a very singular kind of reli- 
gion, and but little^ different from pagait- 
ism- In the course of conversation, on 
my mentioning that the principles of the 
church of England were founded on thfe 
Lutheran, which was prevalent in most 
parts of Germany, one of them observed, 
that I laboured under a mistake ; this 
xould not be the case, as he was VCTy cer- 
tain that the catholic religion was the only 
one allowed there ; and that the whole . 
German empire, as well as tbe^ cJontineHt 
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OfEurbpe, was in subjection to the pope 
of Rome. I did hot deem it worth my 
while to entet into an argument on the 
suhjecit. 

While I was standing like Richard Illi 
between these ** two reverend fathers/' a 
pious matron approached with the utmost 
reverence and hupaility, and presented 
each of them with u dollar. In doing this 
charitable act, which she concluded would 
procure her a safe conveyance into the 
other world, she appeared not to be con- 
ferring, but soliciting, a favor. The inen 
of holiness gave their daughter a benedic- 
tioji, and deposited the earnings in their 
^pockets. 

The dead are interred beneath the floor 
of the chapel; according to the price paid, 
prefereAce as tC) the spot is given: as 
many feidt-ason^ cah gel iiis tiody place(^ 



•■■i 



nearer the altar, go maay leagues less wiIJ 
his jpurney be made through purgatoryi 
Those who are ^ot rich enough to purr 
chase a grave within the walls, are buried 
in the court-yard before the door. The 
poorer class are ui;ider the nescessity,- of 
letting their bones Ue in a large t^uridf 
place adjacent, call^^i the Campo ^mtp. 

bodies arp usually interred without % 
coffin- The dying man generally requests ji> 
his will to be buried ^n the holy gari^nent of 
a monk : if this has been accidentally omit"? 
ted;^ his pious children seldom fail to pur^ 
chase one of the fathers^ who always have 
enough tq dispose of, ' An old is preferred 
to a new one, as it is supposed to have im* 
bibed no small portion of sanctity from the 
monk's shoulders. This dress is sqid to be 
the most iashionjible travelling hab^t won^i 
in the other wqrld, juid ipcapg^bj^ of being 
scotch^ „ h^\ ^e . fl^W^ P( pHfgatory, 
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l^hfey for this reason-^ ' ^ '^ - - ■ 



«. 



-^tobesure of Paradise, 



• ^* D^iHg put on tbe weeds of Dominic,' 
^^ Or in Franciscan think to pass disgiiis'd/V 

,, \y\v^ h93 her limbs wrapped in U^q 
white babijt af a Caxmd^^fy wit^h a( wr^b 

IB her )^d. ' 

The bfldy of an English officer who. had 
died of the WQunds he reGeivedatthesjtorav* 
ing of Monte Video, was interred in the 
court yard before the chapel, the morning 
I was there, with military honours. The 
funeral service was read by a brother oflft- 
cer- The populace who were gathered 
round to view the ceremony, looked on 
with curiosity and wonder.: The monks 
stared at each other with surprise, pity 
and a mixture of cpntempt painted on 
their faces. This was the first heretical 
funeral they had seen, and if I coald judge 



from their countenances, they had littlC 
doubt of the poor Englishman's soul beiftg^ 
lodged in a worse, place than .purgatory. 

About the centre of the chapel, on the 
right iiatid of thV altar, a door opens into 
a piazia which siirrouiids the square areaj 
Qn the opposite sides of which are arranged 
the cells of the monks. iThe convfent has 
but one story. The area, or court-yard, 
IS pleasant enough, iand shaded by trees* 
^tiltlurther within is another yet more 
extensive, which hists a cistern, and also a 
rangfe of Cells oii ohe side/ - ' 

On leaving th6 chaj^el, it the invitation 
of Fatlier Caraparia, I accompanied my 
conductor into his cell. * He was called 
out to confess some one a few moments 
after Ve entered, and two or three of the 
other monks came in to keep mcf com- 
pany during his absence. They appeared 
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feStremely good natured and obliging, 
though very ignorant, and none of the 
neatest- .One of them brought in a bunch 
of cigars made of Paraguay tobacco. They 
are not so strong as those of Havanna, but 
have a mild and pleasant taste. 

#ne of the good monks in the abun- 
dance 6f his civility, taking it into his 
head that the cigar I had was not good, 
took it out of my mouth, and insisted on 
my accepting that which he was smoking 
himself: all my assertions and endeavours 
to prevent him to the contrary notwith- 
.3tanding. This is one of the strongest 
.marks of attention which can be paid 
from, one person to another. I was of 
course; for fear of giving offence, under the 
necessity of accepting it, although I could 
very .willingly have dispensed with this 
piece of politeness. 

II 
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In Father Campana's eell were abont a 
hundred volumes of books ; among them 
I perceived a French translation of Cook'* 
Voyages, which none of them nnderstood, 
and a Spanish edition of Blair's Rhetoric. 
There were also one or two novels which 
I did not expect to find in the library of 
a monk. The remainder of the colle^on 
was not very enticing. 

The ceil of Father Campana was a small 
low room ; on one side stood his bed aind 
a table with a crucifix ; on the other » 
book-case. A back-door led into a smalt 
garden surrounded by a high brick walL 
At the extremity of it a little alcove was 
formed by the overhan^ng grape vines: 
these with an orange and nectarine tree, 
and a few intermingled shrubs, made a 
eool retreat from the heat of the day^ 

The monks offered me a gjass of card. 
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or Brasil fum, of the strongest and most 
fieiy kind. I ^ took a little mixed with 
water; they however^ dtaxik it without 
that adulteration. Thi« 6{>irit the Spa«* 
njards ve very partial to^ and although 
t^iey do not often take it to excess, yet 
they always drink it in its pure state, 
JB^^m tl^e ladies seem as fond of it as the 
other sex, and sip it without any mixture. 
Whenever they drink coffee, they lace it 
with this liquor. While I was sitting in 
the cell of Father Campana, I was not a 
littje alarmed to perceive that one of the 
monkSf who was seated in the chair next' 
to me, aijd who appeared by no means the 
oaate$t araong th^m, was amusing himself, 
during the intervals of conversation, with 
catching those little animals which are 
said tp have beeij once so populous in 
Jlgypt, and which fire still such close 
fifionds to the htitnan rapq, I cannot ac- 
curately tell how many of these wtfortur 
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iiate animals he put to death between hia 
thumb-nails. The manner in which he- 
was occupied did not afford mertiuch en-t 
tertainment. At last, however, when the 
holy father approached so near my terri- 
tories as to commit the crime of murder' 
on the arm of my own chair, I thought it 
full time to decamp, which I did with no 
small apprehension, and feeling, as if I was 
carrying away a colony of emigrants on my 
back. 

This is the only order of monks in the 
city. Their dress consists of a coarse grey 
habit : within the convent walls tliey use 
no other covering to their heads but the 
cowl : when in the streets they wear a 
large white hat. They seem to be an hanii- 
less, benevolent, inoffensive race. Their 
knowledge is limited to what they have 
gathered from the monkish fathers, and 
scarcely extends beyond the convent walk. 
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They do not carry in their faces very 

strong marks of abstinence or mortifica^ 

f 

tion^ and their lives are passed as pled.-i- 
satitly as good living can make them. The 
guardian 6f the convqnt appeared to be, 
from his countenance, a man of excellent 
heart, and from his conversation, to pos-» 
sess^deas more enlarged than his brothers, 

I once, at the iqvitation of the superior, 
dined with a friend at the convent. Their 
^sual hour of dinner was twelve o'clock, bat 
^ they wished on this occ^ion to give an* 
entertainment agreeable to English hours 
qf eating, they fixed it ^t four. From the 
specimen M^hich tl^ey gave Ibpth of their 
appetites and of their cookery, it does not 
appear that they endanger their health by 
fasting, OF that they often are guilty of the 
vic5C of ahstemiQusijess. Inhere were at 
least tihirty: different dishes,, or. rather dif- 
ferent, coitrses, for one ^ish ^nly .w^$' 
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brought in at a time. The entrtoce 6f 
each was welcomed by a shout Of joy from 
the whole table. Although nearly gorged 
hy the third course, we were under the ne^ 
cessity of eating, at least of tasting of 
every one. No denial or remonstrance 
was hearkened to on any account what^ 
ever. Their pastry was excellent, and 
they appeared to be as well versed in the" 
xaMe science of cool^ery^ as if the treatjse 
6i Mrs. Glasse had been the sole ob^i 
of their studies and meditations, AnKmf 
the host of other exquisite dishes, there 
**-— I— Stood i^oudly eminent ahoro the lest,** 

an immense pig roatted whole ; all the 

bones of which were extracted, and*-— 

** In those hofed where bones did once inhabit, 
^^ Theie n^re s^fcd as Hirers in s^m itf kpina?^ 

Spices and various aromatic eomposi*^ 
tions, whose nature I wa« not epiciUB 
enough t6 be cupable €f{ det«loptng. iiv 
the seaoitdary ]rank» of «3(cdttet}ce w^ a& 
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4rm(tdiUo» or hpg^in armoitr, which is esh 
tecmcdby g§tert *» a great lujcury^; and 
■4)06 didb called Cfi^^e cmmero, u f . ^ ril99p 
of be^ ffo&sted witt the hide jmd hair oo. 
Some oonsider thk \sst menii<m^ 4i»h 
to surpass in delicacy dU other hU£Ba» in- 
vcations. 

They had wines Qjf severed sqrtf^ tp 
which they did ample justiee. AHer tlis 
cloth ,was removed, which was not iint^ 
near seven o'clock, the spirits of these holy 
mon began to rise, and their eye^ to sparkle 
a^ the brisk circulation of the bottle. They 
iatrodticed into the s^itment which ooni'- 
mnnicate d with the dining haU, » imisi«* 
cifts, who regaled us with a number of 
isengs, which he sung to his guit^. One 
of the fraternity who had a, wry good 
voice, aKx:ontpanied him. The whole 
table joined very obst^eporously iii the 
chonu. In coispiiment to their, guests. 



S4 Kdtfes 6ii 

the tune of '* God save the King*^ Wdft 
played* Several of the songs which they 
«ung were not of the most delicate com- 
plexion, nor such as one would expect to 
hear echoed from the recesses of the cloister 
by a society of monks. These songs met 
"With the most extravagant applause, and 
it appeared from the delight which they 
seemed to communicate, that the thoughts 
4)f these 'men of holiness, were not always 
fixed on things above. 

Amid the fumes of wine and clouds of 
tobacco^smoke, we staid in this scene of 
jollity till it began to be vciy evident thafc 
if we remained much longer, we should 
iDe in danger of making a circuitous route 
home, even should we be able at last to 
find the way. This consideration induced 
us to take leave before twelve o'clock, at 
which time we found the monks so affec- 
tionate that it was not in our power ta 
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t^ct an escape without being hugged by 
the Whole convent. 

Therie are a number of secular priests 
pei^deiit in the city, who are a very re- 
spectable class, and, generally speaking, 
men of some intelligence and instruction: 
They receive their education at Buenos 
Ay res, or at Cordova, a city of the inte- 
rior, in both which places there is a very 
respectable university . They wear a black 
habit, merely shave the crown of their 
head, and are indulged in the luxury of 
skirts. They reside in their different fa- 
milies with their relations. 

In Buenos Ayres are several other orders 
of monks, and two or three societies of nuns. 

There is a theatre in Monte Video, which 
remjained shut while the English were 
there* rAU.the heroes of the buskin were 

I 
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compelled to act a serious part in defeite? 
of the place ; which indeed proved 9f trttt 
^edy.to them, every one of them having 
made hi^ final exit on the entrance of :the 
British trqpps* I have been lold thatt^ 
perfotrmances were very paltry and extra* 
yagant. 

The Fuerte or government-house, which 
is opposite the theatrci is by no means 
worthy of the p^irpose to which it is ^Uot«t 
ted. It is a low a^d very ancient edi^c^^ 
and has undergone from year to ye^wr, a 
variety of repairs according to the conve*^ 
nience or taste of its different occupants* 
The entrance is through a large arch or 
gateway^ into an extensiye area adorned 
with grass plats and fruit trees, at the 
bottom of which, in front, stands the man*- 
sioU'-houM. The buildings on the other 
sides of the square are appropriated as 
offices fi>r the various departments ol|p«* 
vemment* 
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The outside of the FuerU fxxMa its iron 
^Tfttitigs bears no stnaU dtnilitude to m 
gaol; and judging from its figure and 
iriuilaliineBS^ might esL&ily be mistaken for a 
Uv«ry-Stable« 

There are no other public edifices of 
consequence enough to merit a particular 
description. Many of the private houses 
have an aixy and elegant appearance. 

The equipages in the city are not very 
mmierous or very splendid. They are afl 
built in the ante-diluvian Spanish taste ; 
are clumsy, unwieldy, and cumbrous, ift 
the highest degree. The harness is in thfe 
same style, thick, heavy, and studded with 
4>rass nails. They are drawm by mulps, 
which are universally used hete itt €ai> 
riages of all descriptions. Wc^gons, which 
Come from a distance ib the interior, are 
generally drawn by 05ten yoked at the 
lioms. Tlaese vehicles, wbkrh are used in 
bringing to market i^eat^ vegeKiMeS, and 
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the products of the country, are as little 
adapted for expedition as can w^U be con- 
ceived. The wheels are usually formed 
from a solid log, or two pieces of timber 
joined transversely together, and saw^ 
into a circular shape : the circle is not 
always, however, mathematically observed, 
for they are as frequently seen of an oblong 
or angular figure. The body of the wag- 
gon is placed viery high from the ground, 
g^nd covered either with interwoven straw, 
or the bides of oxen, * Both on their jour- 
ney and during their continuance in town, 
they sleep in these machines, which are 
generally left without the gates. 

To quicken the pace of the tardy-footed 
ieasts, a pole of immense length, pointed 
with. a. sharp iron spear, bangs suspended 
from the roof of the cart, and a man rides 
on holrseback by the side of the team, arm- 
ed wit^h a similar weapon, with which he 
guides ti|^^,_^ :_:, / . 
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This mode is extremely cruel^ and tlie 
sides of the oxen are commonly covered 
with blood. Indeed, to their beasts the 
Spanktrds manifest no mercy, leaving them 
to subsist as chance directs. Such is the 
fetcility with which their loss is supplied 
that no provision in travelling is made for 
their subsistence. They are frequently 
left yoked for days together in the suburbs 
of Monte Video, with no other food than 
the scanty gr^i^s they can casually nibble 
under th^ir feet, and perhaps without 
tasting a drop of water during the whole of 
tiiat time, i If the waggoner meets on his 
journey . with a hole in the road which 
paay be difficult from the baldness of the 
w^tther for his team to pass, it is not ii?* 
ysual for him to kill one of his cattle, and 
ipake a bridge of the body. I have often 
seen? in the streets their horns broken off, 
or. torn out by the roots, and hanging over 
^heir ears, the wretched animal being still 
. pompellecj to drag an enormQUS weight in 



this miserftblfe state, with the yoke fixed to 
the stump or remaining splinters. 

*f he cittle of this country are diitin* 
gnis^ed for tiieit excellence, sixe, and 
beauty. They hare multiplied with an 
tmexampled and astonishmg r^dity. 
Farmers in the interior are not esteemed, 
rich who are possessed of two hundred 
thousand head ; and many have herd^ 
whose numbers are five or six times as 
great. They are considered vahiabl6 
merely for the sake of their hides^ §ot 
which vast quantities are annually kiHed. 

The wild cattle are caught by the icaa 
or noose of leather, in the use of which the 
couhtry people are very dexterous. They 
usually go on horseback in companies of 
fifteen or twenty to hunt tHem. They 
strike the ox on the hind leg with a long 
wooden Spear pointed with iron ; and so 
gUilfol are they, that they seldom foil with 
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9Xk unerring aim to <;ut X\m sinews ta f vre. 
The blow is commonly giwn above Hts 
Joints 9f^ the animal of course is rendered 
inc^ps^ble of running, and in a few moments 
falls tO; tl^f ground. The huntsmen pur- 
sue at full speed the others that aie flying 
before them, striking in the same way all 
they can overtake. They do not Iwdt t^H 
they are spent with fatigue, when they 
^^pptiuue th« pursuit, and put to death 
iiirithout . difficulty those that have bee^ 
previously wounded. A small party can 
kiU in this manner, in the space of an 
hour, eight hundred or a thousand bul« 
locks. When the skin is taken off, the 
carcase is abandoned to the fowls of the 
air. 

The iaso or sling is also often used in 
bunting, and is peculiar to this country. 
In the management of it, they are so skilful 
as to be sure of never missing the object at 
which, they aim. They generaUy throw 
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vfaHe at foil spe«d on horseback, and catcfi 
the animal at pleasure by the neck, the 
horh^ or the leg, as they think best. One 
of the hunters, however, most commonly 
-throws the noose over a horn, , another 
xaJbches the animal by the himl Ifeg, whilfe a 
^hipd dismounts^ and pluriges*a knifeititt^ 
Mstiiroat. r!;/ > >»* 

. The hbrs^s of this country have multi^ 
plied in the >.same degree. They are, ge- 
nerally speaking, smaller than the English 
breied, and are. less remarkable for beauty 
than agility, security^ and swiftness 1 
Many of theih are nevertheless very ele- 
gant animals : and from the improved arid 
altered appearance of those that were under 
the management of the English, it is very 
evident, that little else i^ wanted besides 
care and attention to make them beautiful. 
The Spaniards are not more merciful to 
this noble beaSt . than to their oxen.: 
There is, scarcely such a thing as a jstable . 



' SOUTH AMfiRICA. 7^ 

knowh in the province ; nor is any provi- 
sion even made of hay or straw for their 
support Their oiily food throughout the 
year is whiat they gather in the fields. 
Th&y are never shod, for the Spaniards do 
not keep one long enough to make that an 
object. They ride their horses three or 
four days in succession, without giving 
them during that period, anything either 
to eat or drink. When they are nearly 
famished and exhausted with fatigue, they 
are once more turned loose to the fields 
and exchanged for others, which are con- 
demned to undergo a similar fate. They 
fr^uently die from neglect. I have even 
often seen a number of these h^ilf-starved 
aninmls, pent up together in an inclosure 
and devouring eagerly refuse pieces of 
meat, or the perishing carcsHs of cattle. 

The Indians who dwell on the plains of 
Pampas travel on horseback in caravans ; 
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when they arrive in the suburbs of Buenos 
Ay res, they turn their horses into indo- 
sures. allotted them for that purpose^ Hav- 
ing watered them on the first day of their 
arrival, they leave them to chance, and 
seldom give them any food, during their 
continuance in the city. A third part in 
a short time perish, and the remainder 
are compelled by hunger to feed on their 
dead carcases. Some of them linger out a 
little longer ; when the Indians come 
to take them on their return, they seldom 
find more than a fourth part remaining of 
the ^original number. These they take; 
while the others of the party who are with-* 
out horses travel a few miles on foot, when 
meeting with herds of wild horses, they 
noose as many as are requisite for them^ 
to pursue thfir journey. 

The Spaniards are excellent horsemen. 
They ride in heavy old-fashioned saddles,. 
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and with very long stirrups, usually of 
silver, which they are just able to reach 
with their toe. They wear huge silver 
spurs, with immense rowels of iron two 
or three inches thick in diameter, similar 
to those worn in the days of Queen BesSr 

Short tails, which the English intro- 
duced, excited their wonder and ridicule. 
Till our arrival'they had been strangers to 
this fashion, which is regarded as a ^reat 
deformity. Mares are only used for the 
sake of breeding. A Spaniard would con- 
sider it a disgrace to his manhood to get 
astride one ; and were he to appedr thus 
mounted in the streets, he would be laughed 
and hooted at by the populace. The Eng- 
lish, who used them, were not exempted 
from the mirth excited by#o singular a 
spectacle. 

In walking, the steps of the horses of 
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this country ?u:e very long and rapid/ and 
nearly eqyal to the trot of an English 
hocse. Their motioA is very easy to the 
rider. Three or four dollars is the com- 
mon price given for the handsomest of 
these animals. 

In addition to the surarms of bugs and 
fleas with which every house of the city is 
infested^ another nuisance of no imall mag- 
nitude, particularly during those houi^s 
we usually devote to sleep, proceeds from 
the immense number of dogs that keep 
garrison in every habitation, and which 
post themselves under the windows, whefe 
they howl incessantly till day-light. 

These animals have increased to such a 
degree, that Ifeere is a regulation of the 
Spanish government for a certain number 
every six months to be put to death. 

In the country they run wild, are very 
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, fierce^ and travel in herds- They often 
attack foot passengers^ and sometimes 
;«vea horsemen. It is a remarkable aiid 
Jortunate 'circumstance, aiid which may 
perhapii be attributed to the effect of cli- 
mate, that notwithstaaidiftg this prodigi- 
ous multiplication, there never occurs 
an^tig them an instance of madness. 

Here is a species of dog, small and en- 
tirely without hair, called pekdo ; they are 
generally black and as ugly, as the imagi«» 
nation can paint the devil. Their skin is, 
very hot, and the ladies for this reason 
make use of theni in winter in lieu of a 
stove. Those who have the misfortune 
to sleep alone, in order to keep their feet 
warm in the long, cold, and comfortless 
nights of that season, carry these little 
monsters with them to bed. 

The suburbs of Monte Video are s^n ex^ 
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tensive plain, scattered with many bouse*, 
few of which are remarkable for beauty. 
In some parts* it has ^the appearance df 
'Golgotha; many of the fences'and inclo- 
sures being formed of horns and the 
skulls of cattle. There are also several 
houses entirely constructed of the same 
materials. The bones and skulls of smi- 
mals,from the scarcity of wood, are also 
used generally in the country as fuel ; and 
the flesh of cattle is often applied to the 
'same purpose. 

In the brick-kilns of the vicinity they 
not only use bones, but bum also the 
bodies of sheep entire. It is, however, 
commonly the custom to draw a knife 
across their throats before they are cast 
into the oven, I have been assured that 
this ceremony is not always performed, 
but that they are sometimes driven in 
alive. ■ * 
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The air of the country a1)out Monte 
Video is said to be even mcwe wholesome 
than that of Buenos Ayres. Like that, it 
is deficient in wood* There is in the 
vicinity great plenty of game of every 
dj^scription/ 

Whatever literature is found in the 
country, and indeed the shadow of it is 
alone to be seen^ is in possession of the 
priests. The influence of this class is un- 
bounded, and over the minds of the peopl^ 
they have an uncontrolled power. Al- 
most the only books in the country are 
epgrossed by them* The journals and 
literary works of other > nations, from the 
illiberal policy of the mother country, . 
seldom gain admittance into the Spanish 
provinces, and only through the channel 
of the priests. The inhabitants are kept 
in a state of ignorance, and the transac- 
tions . of Em-ope are conveyed to their 
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ew$ a» obscure reports, so distorted Jn 
fact, and varied ia circun^tance, as to 
bear a feint resemblance to truth. 

One of tbe first objects of my enquiries, 
after I arrived, was a bookseller's shop ; * 
and espying one day a little sign over the 
door of an ordinary house, intimating 
tj^t book^Juad stationary were for. sale 
within, I entered. Behind the counter 
was a decent-looking young woman, whom 
I found to be the bookseller's wife. Aft 
a kind of apology for entering, I enquired 
for several Spanish works of celebrity, 
such as Don Quixote, Lope de Vega, 
Father Fejoo, &c. but a negative waa- 
given to all my questions; My expecta- 
tions, indeed^ were not raised, on my en^ 
trance, to a very high pitch# She re- ' 
quested roe to walk behind the counter^ 
and look, if I chose, at thfe books there^- 
The most conspicuous work I discovered 
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to be a Latin production of one of the 
Monkish fatHers. There was an ancient 
English book, entitled^ an *^ Essay oh 
Sermons/', by the Rev.- — Somebody. A 
Treatise in French, on ^^ La Structure 
An.atomique du Corps Humain,'* par Mon- 
sieur.— Je ne S9ais qui ;*' and two or three 
other ponderous theological tomes in 
Spknish. The last and largest work of 
tliis interesting and valuable library was a 
*^ List of publications prohibited by the 
Holy Inquisition," in twelve volumes 
octavo. 

This is the only shop of the kind in 
Monte Video, and conveys no bad pic- 
'ture of the literature of the place. From 
the above specimen I did not feel very 
desirous, of course, to diminish the col- 
j6ction, and accordbigly took my leave, 
not however until the old bookseller him- 
self came in, who seemed not a little sur- 
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prised at seeing a stranger behind the 
counter in such close confabulation with 
his wife. He nevertheless accepted my 
apology for the liberty I was taking, and 
opened his snufif-box at my departure in 
token of amity. 

The reading of both sexes, at least of 
that portion of them able to' read^ is 
chiefly confined to the liturgy. The li- 
terary researches ,of the ladies seldom 
aspire in their loftiest flights, beyond some 
paltry novel or ridiculous love tale. To 
be able to write before marriage, is reck- 
oned an extraordinary accomplishment 
in a woman. Among the highest class, 
and in persons who, froni their stations, 
we should suppose to have more frequent 
opportunities of extending their informa- 
tion, the instances daily met with of ig- 
norance is truly surprising. As an ex- 
ample of their geographical knowledge. 
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1 was once asked, in the course of con- 
versation with a gentleman who is looked 
upon here as a man of information, if 
England was separated by sea from 
France ? and whether you could travel 
by land from North America to London ? 
^he person who made these inquiries is 
one of their wealthiest and most powerful 
merchants, and a principal member of the 
Cavildo. 

Another one day asked me if Rio Janeiro 
was as far as Lisbon ? They usually sup- 
pose London to be larger than Great Bri- 
tain, and his Britannic Majesty is often 
here called the King of London, 

The women of Monte Video are ge- 
nerally brunettes. Many of them are 
very handsome, and though small, ele- 
gantly and voluptuously formed. Their 
carriage is extremely graceful, and they 
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M^alk with an adnjiiriabje air. The. dress in 
which they appear, abroad is v^iyersally 
black. They wear the old Spanish habit, 
to which no modern, imprpvemi^ntican add 
grace or beauty. The firing^d satin, pet- 
ticoat, not too long to conceal the, synti- 
ipetry ^nd elegance of the ancle, a»d the 
black silk mantle falling on the shoi^lders^ 
and displaying every ntovement to advan- 
tage, is all the dress consists ot This 
mantle or veil, is so formed as to conceal 
every part of the face but the eyes from 
view. Xh^ ladies, however, axe not now 
so cruel as thus to debar us the sight of 
their beajufies. They have grown infi-* 
nitely more tender-hearted and indulgent 
than the dames of ancient days, and take as 
nauch pleasure as our own country woftieq 
in d^closing their faces. Instead there- 
fore of shutting the veil as formerly over 
their features, they merely pin it to the 
head, and let it fall gracefully back like ^ 



cloak. "J^^^&y ^y^ar np otl^er head-4res^ 
to shelter their complexions, vfhich are 
expos^dj with only th(? slender defen^j^ o^ 
a fan, to the rude assaults of the sun. 
This cpnsjtajnt exposure to his rays is, 
without doubt, the cause of their having 
less of the lily, and ^he rose in their 
cheeks, th^n th^ wonieii of Europe. — 
When diildren, their coipplejcions ar^ 
equally as feir. 

The women generally marry very young, 
and they are oftentimes sacrificed by mer- 
cenary parents, froni sordid motives, to 
the embraces of decrepitude and age. Such 
unequal alliances are of course always at- 
tended by jealousy on oi^e part and in-^ 
tri^ue on the other. 

^o lady, or any woman of decency ever 
steps over the threshold of her door unat- 
tended by a male or female slave, and if un-^ 
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married, they never appear in the streets 
without being accompanied by their mother 
or some married friend. A lover, if his af- 
fections are unfortunately placed on a vir- 
gin, will have many obstacles to encoun- 
ter in obtaining i tete-^a^tete with his mis** 
tress. He must submit in his interviews 
to have his ardour damped by the pre- 
sence of the elderly ladies. After wed- 
lock this rigour becomes many degrees 
softened, and most commonly relaxes into 
the opposite extyeme, 

It is not customary fpr ladies to be ac- 
companied in their walks by the other sex. 
When it so happens that they walk toge- 
ther, they seldoni go side by side, and no 
gentleman ever presumes in the streets to 
take a lady by the armt This is a liberty 
not allowed even to a husband. If there 
chance to be several of both sexes in com- 
pany, the women usually go before by 
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themselves, and the men follow in the 
same manner. 

In going to mass, all enter the church 
indiscriminately, without regard to sex, 
quality, or colour. The attendant slave 
carries under his arm a carpet, which he 
spreads on the floor for his mistress to 
kneel on, and on which he kneels also 
himself behind her. There are no seats, 
and they remain in this position till the 
close of the service. 

There is something wonderfully impres- 
sive and solemn in the appearance of a 
crowded assembly in this posture of hu- 
miliation, clothed in black, thei emblem 
of sadness^ sind paying their devotions to 
Heaven. A stranger on entering one of 
their temples of worship, is. filled with 
sensations of awe, and from his feelings at 
the moment, forgets thaj: — 
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w ■ Tis not alone the inky cloak, 

" Nor customary suits of solemn black, 
" No, nor the dejected 'haviour of the visage, 
♦' That can denote me truly — ^These indeed seem, 
' * " For they are actions that a man may ply." 

At the foot of the altar the kneelins 
inaiden, whose thoughts seem beiit on the 
world to come, and m hose lips utter the 
accents of religion, has her imagination 
fixed on humbler objects, and is panting 
in secret for liberty. 

The matron who is apparently only in- 
tent on reciting her prayers, is perhaps 
exchanging glances with her lover, or plot- 
ting to deceive anew the vigilance of her 
jealous husband* 

Their fine figures a6d graceful carriage 
they retain, even after their other charms 
are fled. From this circumstance^ one is 
oftentimes betrayed into unpleasant and 
ludicrous mistakes. After following 
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thFOt^ sevetal streets, a pretty figiire 
with a well turned ancle, and a; brisk and 
airy 8rtep> by a sndden inclination of the 
head you discover with mortification and 
horror, instead of the lovely features of 
youth: and beauty which your fency had 
.pictured, the dusky visage of a lean and 
wrinkled hag. Old ladies are not often 
charming, but I think ti^^t antiquity nc^ 
ver appears so hideous as in a Spanish 
woman. 

Perha;ps art has as Ifirge a sbare as na- 
ture, in giving such ^, grace to their steps, 
jtnd such elegance Xo their movementsf* 
tn the shortness , and equality of their 
Siteps consists the chief and most essential/ 
beauty of their gestures. The damsel is 
Jlaiigbt: this art by her mother as soon as 
^he begins to approach tp wonianhpod, 
#|i4 it >s not acquired without some per- 
^¥eranc« and pjdtctice ... A Ijigature is tied 

M 
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■iihove «9cfa knee^ ^yy which the l^s orb 
t;onnected together, and - the step linutod 
%o a certain distance. After thist hia becDi 
^ome time worn, the gait becomett htbik 
^ualj and these fetters are then no longer 
-necessary. During the period of proba^ 
-tion, while a young lady is acquiring this 
%xt, I have often seen her trip> and aonie^ 
tltaesi even fall, in her abortive attempts to 
«tep over a gutter. 

The Spanish ladies are extremely lively, 
^ood-humoured, and witty; their minds, 
thotrgh uncultivated, Mke the rieh 4ioii of 
their country, have the same luxuriance 
and fertility. They are kind and h«^ 
pitahle^ and the jealous watchfulness in 
which they were formerly kept by theifr 
husbands, seems now> where the iini«ft 
IS equal in years, to have consideral>1y 
abaled ; at lettst it is chiefly confined to 
t>utward appearance. A womwd lo«ki 
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£ic«»nir to Uie period 9f h^ toW0^, % 
Uie oommencement pf iree(|(ffi^ j^d.iC 
it 18 hex : lot to M into the ^nns ojf an. 
aged husband, she sddom jails t^.^udfi. 
his jealousy, althougj^ she u^y, T^^\,^ 
able to lull his watchfulness to sleep. 

' ■ ■ : .iv^; -; . '^ 

Their accomplishments are not exten- 
sive. They seldom read. Their, amusa-^, 
ments chiefly consist in . singing and play- 
ing oa the guitar, with which they pas^ 
many of their hours. They ajy^^emjfon^ 
of music, and soxfie ieyr of them can touc}]^ 
the piano forte. The aira which they 
play are mostly love songs^ ap^' the p>e- 
lancholy ditties of Peru. _„ 



The men in their visits sit apart from 
the women, and do not often joiiv in con*- 
versation. Indeed,, they seem to hav^ 
lost with their jealousy, almost eyery 
trace of that gallantry, which in thij days 
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of chivtijy; was piioverbial in a Spanish 
caralier. iThey smoke continually,' abroad* 
ais w^ll^ alt hOnie'^ in all companies, and 
to this practice the ladies are no obstacle. 
bidagA and youth, and e'en 

^' The lovar here beoeath the western star,^ 

*' Sighs through th^ medium of his sweet cigar.*' 

We seldom see in a Spanish woman the* 
apped^rance of melancholy or depression. 
7hey all enjoy an uninterrupted' flowt)f 
tupirits. TThis yiyacity oi (iisposition makes 
them often satirical/ but their wit is so 
harmless^ and their satire so tempered 
with good*hfimour, that it is impossible 
CTcr to be offended. That they have such - 
» fondness for intrigue is perhaps to be 
^uwribed less to libertinism than to their 
mode of education. Their genips is fer- 
tile in expedients, and there is no jealousy 
so lynx-eyed, nor secliision so rigid, but 
they jhave skill enough to escape. 
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^ A strangel: unacquaihled witH^ the fchaA 
racterdf Spanish women; i&liSdfreqtidntly 
to " suppose them !icentious> froiA tibeir 
using liberties of speech wMch ftppea&f to 
us indelicate, but \^hich proceed mUiy 
from their ingenuous nature- They ©ota- 
verse on all topics iw^ith the utmost feee* 
dom, and speak without reserve bnthoM 
subjects to which t*ie tn^st distattt adh»* 
sion is sufficient to coVeronebf our own 
^countrywomen with blushes. 

In the conipbsiticih of a Spani&fe wo^ 
man, like those of sonie other countriesf 
vanity forms one of the chief ingi'edKentg. 
The lirtt object of her amtbitioh is to 
niake a genteel appearance. To accom- 
plish this, she will cheerfuHy subnUit te 
• the greatest inconvehierice/ privations; 
and hardships, and make any sacrifice. 
She will deny herself the comforts of life, 
jjind pinch herself and her children of bread. 
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Qf.thi* the outward ^entiiity, icfkfij^ted 
irtth <<he interior poverty urkl wretebed-- 
nc^ wjusll one ;eyei:jr day '4is^>^^> ^ » 
•Iriking, pc^. r We jpaeet ^pfla^in :tl^e 
9tr^s., dressed ,with, gaiety aj^d fijlfjgwice, 
wfeo W*Sir ifop tb^i)5;.4*Uy |)ijf^*-Twhd 
l»vk scarcely clotliiog to ^h^t^F; timt 
itrnUm: kfum ih^-,m9^^j^ -^nd^ whoa? 

of/«qiiftli4 begg2«y- . .; ,, , 

The lower orders of women are uni- 
versajfty aaiplcQred in the manu%^urf 6f 
ti^n, a^d th^e ig scarcely a ^MOjily be- 
low jcaediQcrity: in which some ff- Ui^ fer 
malcRs are not thus occupies!* The con-^ 
sumption, of them is> in this co^xitry, im-p 
fiienjste. ^ girl can make in pn^e day, 
easily^ axKl without any extraordinary ex^ 
ertion> five or six hundred. Many of the 
inveterate smokers think the Paraguay 
tpl^acco too weak, and u^ in pre£»rettce^ 
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the cigars of BnoiU which are i t mii yif ^ 
and wrtpped up in kttie rolls ofpcqpert 
Even some youi^ ladies of tht maat^^rtf^ 
spedable families^ s^Mi^iaies etnplc^ 
tfaemselrcs in this manufacture &hs atuilse^ 
menty and make cigars trough i&r; homt 
consumption. / : . i 

. All classes^ lich and poor» industrious as 
well as idle, indulge themselves in the siestii. 
As soon as their dinner is finisl^> the 
gentleman, the artificer, and the slave^ 
lea^e alike their avocations, and }ridd 
themselves up to the arms of sleep. Thdr 
oap continues about three hours, aind dar-^ 
tnjg this period a profound silence r^gas 
thfOtt^iMit tiie city ; the busy hum of 
kidbstiy is still, and not ^ fece of* 
SpoBiHrdis to^he seen in the streets. * .*; 

* ' " ! ' -, ' ' , . - ' -J ',.--* - , * 

* - ■ .. .^^ . . » *. . * ft V * V ** 

This is •* their custom always in the af- 
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' evQT iMeis with isf occ^oned hy the np^ 
proac^ of thunder. 0£ this they are super-*' 
rtitiou&ly afraid* Stonm of this kind are 
vety frequ^it^ aiad the thunder and flashes 
e£ lightmng by which they are accompa^ 
Bied are tremoidowus* As soon as the 
clouds begin to lower^ and the muttering 
thunder is heard at a distance, they aban^ 
don their occ^ipations, shut the win^ws 
of their apartm£ints> and betake themselves 
to pi^ayer. A consecrated taper is pkced 
bdbre the image of the Vii^n, and the 
whole femily throw themselves with devout 
§^ and tremblii^, on their knees, before 
the .crucifix or j&gure of their patyon saint. 
They remain in this posture until tbiB&tann 
has. ceased. Thij* is university practised-. 
The religious inhabitants seemed flwdi^ 
at the c»relessQt;s« /^regaiK]% andfaefiett^ 
levity with which we appeared to considerit •- 
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at least o^ males^ the &shions of Europe 
are adopted with little or no variation; 
There is a garment worn in this country 
which serves for a variety of purposes. It 
is called a poncho^ and is worn chiefly by 
the peasantry, though occasionally by 
those of the higher class. It is ordinarily 
a mere striped rug with a hole in the 
middle for the head, and which falls down 
both before and behind almost to the feet. 
They wear it in all weathers, in summer 
and in winter. It answers as a cloak to 
shelter them from the rain; and as a cover- 
ing for the bed at night. 

Some of these /wwcAo^ are extremely rich ; 
those which are brought from the province 
of Peru sometimes cost six or eight hun- 
dred dollars, and are of exquisite manu- 
i^ture. 

There is one trait in the South Ameri- 

N 
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can Spaniards much in their fiaiv6ur, I 
tnelui the mild, humane, and geMle treat-^ 
ment which theii' slaves receive. This one 
would scarcely expect from the cruelty 
they manifest to animals. The condition 
of the Africans here is without doubt 
happier than in any other part of the worM, 
where they are held in slavery ; and I will 
even venture to say, more so than in their 
native country. A severe punishment is 
seldom inflicted : the tasks . imposed on 
them are light/ and siich as they can easily 
execute. Indeed they scarcely seem to be 
slaves. 

Although I am far from being an advo- 
cate for the slave trade, yet I am fully 
persuaded that their condition is much 
ameliorated by their removal ; that they 
here enjoy a much greater share of the 
comforts and conveniences of life^ and that 
their state is far preferable to the liberty 
which they formerly knew. 
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The Spaniards here preserve, in its full 
degree, the inveteracy and hatred against 
the Portuguese, which exists between the 
t\i^o European kingdoms. It is, indeed 
scarcely possible to conceive the malig* 
tiant and deadly- abhorrence with which 
they view each other* 

There is perhaps no where such a hete- 
rogeneous mixture of colours as among the 
people here. You see every intermediate 
shade from the European to the Negro^ 
and every *^ shadow of a shade" produced 
by the intercourse of these with the native 
Indian. 

There are few Negroes free, but many 
Hulattoes. 

Tlie India,ns in colour are very similar 
to the North Americans. They are of a 
deep copper hue ; but their features are not 
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SO harsh, nor their physiognomy so (iiS-» 
agreeable. They are well made, and 
though not large in stature, their limbs arc 
strong and muscular. Notwithstanding 
the abject state to which they have been 
reduced, there frequently appear among 
them marks of powerful genius. Theit 
paintings, imitations, and manufactures^ 
evince that nothing is wanting but gentle 
treatment and better educatioo, to make 
them equal in mental excellence the boast-* 
ed intellectual powers of the paler lEuro-* 
peiaa. 

From this imperfect outline, some con-^ 
ception maybe formed of the manners, the 
habits, the disposition and character of the 
people among whom we have so recently 
been. An idea may also be entertained of 
the advantages that would have resulted to 
Great Britain, from the possession of a 
country abounding in every thing that 
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could give a spring to commerce ; advan^ 
tages that have been so shamefully aban- 
doned/ An event like this, so unexpected 
and astonishing there, and the intelligence 
of which was received at home with amaze- 
ment and incredulity-^an fevent that has 
cast disgrace on the nation, and brought 
sa many to the brink of bankruptcy and 
ruin, cannot be passed over without eX-* 
citing some observations. 

It is to be feared that our prospects itf 
South America are closed. If this be the 
ease, it must be viewed by every one who 
has the public welfare at heart, as a national 
calamity, the greatest that out country 
has for many years felt. 

It is a cuttirig reflection, that ^hat 
might have been so easily attained, with- 
out the sacrifice of a drop of blood, and as 
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it were for nothing, should by rashness 
and inability be irrecoverably lost, with 
such dishonour, at the expence Of sq much 
treasure and so many lives. , 

Some may perhaps think these remarks 
made with too much asperity apd wjirmth } 
but for their truth I appeal to the worlds 
From the opportunity I had of knowing 
the sentiments of the people, from the va- 
rious sources I sought for intelligence and 
information, and which a knowledge of 
the language enabled me to attain, I think 
myself justified in speaking as I do, X 
will even hazard the assertion, that two 
thirds of the inhabitants were friendly to 
the English. * 

In this I am conscious, that I shall incur 
the censure of differing in opinion from the 
distinguished General, whose gallantry and 
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Bkill were so conspicuous in the conquest 
of Monte Video. It appears by his evi- 
dence at the late trial, that he thinks in a 
different manner. No one can entertain a 
higher respect for the amiable character, 
and military talents of this able officer ; but 
on this occasion I must think his opinion 
erroneous. He was ignorant of the lan- 
guage, seldom associated with the inhabi- 
tants, yisited or was visited by them- His 
intelligence was received through incorrect 
and uncertain channels. He had no know- 
ledge from personal observation or femi- 
liar intercourse. Opinions, consequently, 
drawn from such sources, cannot be consi- 
dered correct. 

But what credit is due on this subject 
to tlie sentiments of the other command- 
ers, whose whole conduct was a series of 
errors, when this is the only plea on which 
their defence is grounded ? Nor can any 
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one imagine, that a six weeks residence |i| 
the CQvintry could have enabled them to 
form 9 very just conception* It is, how^ 
ever, with regret that we see a gallant of* 
ficer, ?uid one whose bravery has conferred 
so much glory on himself and honour to 
l\is country, hastily adopt the opinions oC 
otherjsi, 

^he intercourse which subsisted be-^ 
tween the Spaniards and English in Monte 
Video, gave them an ideaof our character^ 
conduct, and liberal intentions, so different 
from what they had be^u taught to expect, 
that could they have followed Ijheir own . 
wishes, and what they knew to he their 
own interest, by far the greater part of 
them wQuld have rejoiced at our cohtinu- 
ance among them. They confessed that 
they had never before seen such commerce, 
that they had never enjoyed under their 
formal* goyernn^nt siwjh security and hap^ 
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piness^ or known such strict impartisKt/ in 
the administration of justice. Sudfo were 
the warm assurances which I often receiv-^ 
ed in the openness of confidential inter-^ 
course^ from many individuals of respecta* 
bili^y and influence* 

It indeed seemed, without exs^eration, 
that the inhabitants of Monte Video, ofi 
the news of our repulse at BoeiK)s Ayres, 
felt even more severely than ourselvei^, 
and lamented, instead of rejoicing, at thd 
successes of thdr countrymai. As the 
periodof our departure approached, and 
when they found by our preparations that 
the place was really to be abandoned^ 
whicl^ was a circumstance that they for a 
long .time tlK>.ii^t io^redible, a gloom 
seemed to pervade every countenance* 
Not the; most diftantmi^pearance of exulta- 
tion could any where be discovered. They 
took leave of us with regret, and setoied by 





the tears th^ wwe ebsde to* tie ptaimg^ord 
their -fiiefads and rela<^ofi8« rather than 
frbn enemies. ^ 

- it is almost iMedlest to recapitiilate th< 
benefits that would be felt by Great Bn» 
tain from the possession of Rio de la 
Plata, ^hey ana so many that their 
fAUfietatfoQ; is diiScult, and at the same 
tkstte 'SO obvious, that, it is umiecessary. 
It will be seen from what we hare said, 
ttaat.th6re.caQ be few spots on the globe 
idiefc .sudb <a Tariety ol advanti^es are 
tMnhjaed^bath in areoflHtiercial and poli« 
tkal mem, -.:--'.' 

.^ My words are too feeMe to conirey a 
)i»idesc£iption of thisbtitotiiul country, 

* -^ Whatever fhiiis in 'different dimet zte hasA, 
. ''Tli9tpt«yp%siie^<9rkauAd7.#Mm4lMfro^ 

<' Whatever blooms iti torrid Uactt appear^ 
\ii v/hoK i>righesQ06ession ded^the vafied year ; 

**' With vernal Itres, that bloMom but to die ; 
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" -TImm tee 4^pot1i|]^ pwa the .tnM M^ t 




" Nor atk loxnriance from the pUntei's toil.* 
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By the narrow and jealous policy of tlie 
Spanish colonial laws, the growth of many 
fruijU are prohihited, which, under the 
»«^iqe» of the £i^^fa ^vemment,^^ 
W^l^ be cuktvacted with sueh pn^ and 
pdvantege, a* t» OHistituie no i n fOMidBr- * 
p^hle tnUcle of commeroe. The culti!V»* 
ticia of vineyards, which would in that 
caiae bci Allowed, would form an innportaDif 
(3mraiiderati(Mi> Thegn^peswhichthiscoun- 
try produces aie excellent, and the&Msl 
{knd m6st delicious wines might be easSy 
foade. 

The demand foi* the maiiufiu^tures of 
Great Britain is immense. For these, the 
Rio de la Fkta would afford an inlet to 
the i(h(M cooAioent, and the export of 
-tiiotse valuable articles, hides, tallow, cop- 



per, wool, bark, &c. &c. vhich would be^ 
received in return, render the possession 
of this country ah inval|»able acquisi- 
tion. • .:•'.::. 

To be in possessioa of the river, it is by 
noi means necessajy tHat we should be In 
possession of Buenos Ayrcs. > Perhaps 
©TOry^commercial advantage would ^quttRf 
result from confining our views to Monte 
Video alone, 'inclusive of the north side 

\ of 4he riven rii»m Maidonado to Coloaia. 
-This includes a gceat extent of terHtcny, 
iwlunded by the Brazils ; and as the Cpurt 
i^ti Bortbgal has now semoKed to tiai 
country, the proximity of a friendly 
power renders an establishment here a 

'ancire important obj^ctr r 

Were we once more to take possessioa 
4»f Monte Video, the Spaniards of the 
-interior, for tbeir own interest vadcioaUr 



yenie^jpe, would soon be compelled to 
coja^sent to a free commuoicatioh^ The 
thirat J6>r traffic, and desire of gain| 
which is ^ generally a leading feature ia 
the character of every Spaniard, would ' 
prevent thein from remaining long in a 
$t^tft of hostility. They would gladly 
^mbrpjcelhe first oflfers of peace. Were 
we to deckure the col^ltry independent <if 
Spain, und^r the protection of the jBri4 
tish Goverwilent, there is not a mart 
am<»g them but would fly to us with 
joy, and regard us as protectors. 

Were we, as should have been done at 
firsts to hold out to the inhabitants peace 
and conciliation, and were it made known 
to; them that our only wish was to es-^ 
tablish them on the footing of an inde- 
pendent state, I venture to affirm, that 
no exertion on the part of the setf-inte- 
irested Audienza of Buenos Ay res, and 
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li^cers from OM Spaii>5 could jprerent 
the inbabitanto of that exten^v^ and p6«^ 
pulous city from «^ing m interccfurse 
with ws- 

At a moment like the ptesent, wheii 
our manu&eti(re& are* dbnt out from 
the continent of Europe, find when the 
threatening aspect of aflbirs in America^ 
indicateg every appearance of an impend^ 
ing war^ oii^bt an object of «uch magni^ 
tude, in which is involved thtf^inrteitste of 
the great body of merchants^ on whon^ 
the support of the country depends^ to be 
passed by with neglect ? 

By commerce the British empire alone 
exists. When the sources of that am cut 
off, we can only expect immediate ruin 
and annihilation. 
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BRITISH EXPEDITION. 

In taking a view of the recent operations 
of the British fc^rces on the continent of 
South Anierica, it will be rquisite, for the 
sake of perspicuity^ to commence with a 
brief notice o€ the previous proceedings of 
the force^ by which tho^e operations were 
ismducted. This bejdag premised^ the 
leader will uot feet surprise at finding herc^ 
SOrn^ details which might otherwise appear 
for&gsi to the present narrative. 

In th^uionth of Augu^l:;^ 18Q5» an expe* 
dition sailed from Cork> consirting of 
three lin^ of battle ships, several fngittes. 
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nineteen Indiamen, and about forty trans- 
ports, carrying upwards of nine thousand 
troops. The naVal department was tinder 
the direction of Sir Home Popham, and 
the military was commanded by Major- 
general Sir David Baird. This armament 
fifst proceeded to Madeira, and theft cbn- 
tinued its course to the Bay of All Saints, 
on the coast of Brazil, for the purpose of 
obtaining a supply of water and provi- 
'sions* This object being accomplished, 
the fleet then steered towards the Cape of 
Good Hope. On the 3d of January 1806, 
it made Table Land, and on the 4th in 
thfe evening, reacl^ the anchorage where 
it had been concerted to land the main 
body of the army. The violence of the 
surf, however, prevented the debarkation 
till the afternoon of the 6th, and the next 
morning tlie British army began to Ad- 
Vaqce towards Cape Town. After St de- 
f isIf^ j^ictory gained by Sir David Baird 
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over ':the ' l>utfch troops uncjer Gfin^ral 
Jbii99n^ the Goveynor of the Cape, aca-* 
pitulatiop w^ agreed upon. Afteri^n inef* 
fectu^tl attempt at resistance by the. Dutch 
iScrieraJ^ the colony, with ail its depen- 
dencie^ wm surrendered to the British 
armSi, 

No TOoner was the complete reduction 
of the settlement effected, thai^ Sir Home 
Popham formed a plan for employ ipg the 
vessels under his command on an expedi- 
ti<m to the opposite shores of the Ameri* 
can continent. It obtained the approba^^^ 
tion of General Baird, who, havii^ re* 
ceived some reinforcements from England, 
assigned what tropps he could spare for its 
execution, and gave the command of them 
to Major-general Beresford. The Spa- 
nish settlements on the Rio de la Plata 
were the object of this expedition. 



•-The afmafiifent skil^d from the Ctkpii 
ana arrived toward the end 6f April, 1806, 
at St; H^feria, #heife the^oramahdWs <>b-; 
talned ^CTiiiission of the GoVertibr to em-* 
bferk a dfeiadhinfent of troops beloilgirig ta 
fiiAfc isiarid . Notwilhstandifig tMs redruiti 
their whole force, including the marines 
and seamen destined to act on shore, did 
ftot exceed one thousand six tiundred and 
fKirty-Sve then. 

* On th6 2d of -May thfey waited from St. 
Helena, and after a passage Of unex:pe6ted 
length, irhade Cape St. Mary at the mouth 
6F tKe Rio de la Plata. Sir Home Pop* 
ham considering it an object of material 
borisequence to obtain the earhest local 
information in the river, on the 27th of 
May placed the squadron under the direc- 
tion of Captain Rowley, and preceded it 
in the Narcissus for that purpose. He was 
accompanied by Captain Kennett, of the 
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«iigineers^ who was directed by the Ger 
pcral to recoaiioitre the enemy's positioi^s 
on the river, in the best manner that cir?- 
i:uinstajices woul4 permit, and to collect 
every possible intelligence concerning 
then^. On the 8th of June, the Narcissi^ 
anchored near the island of Flores ; and 
pntfip 11th the comniodore jbad the ^a- 
tisfection to fall in with , the Encounter 
and the Ocean transport, which had partjr 
;ed frojn the fleet previous to its arrival 
jUt St. jEJeJenat Owing to fogs and b^ 
.fliag windp^ it was not till six days aftef 
i^ an&aioent entered th^ yiver that i^ 
joined the Narcissus. 

The commanders ipfimediately consult- 
*4, whether it would be most prudent 
io make the first aWB<^ on the ti>wi?i g£ St. 
Phrlip, Monte VidieOj or ^enos Ayret, 
ibe \capit5>J of the pr^wiiice. ^TJ^ydQ. 
termined to proceed Ag«in*tithe ^t^ ; o^i 
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which no time was lost in removing frotft , 
theline-of-battle ships the troops^ marines, 
and such seamen as were incorporated 
with them, and others who had been re*- 
gularly exercised to arms during the pas- 
sage, into the Narcissus, the Encounter, 
and the transports ; while the Diadem 
blockaded the ports of Monte Video, 
and the Raisonable and Diomede, by 
^ay of demonstration, cruised near MaW 
donado and other assailable points^ Thi* 
business was accomplished about the I6tk 
of Jane, at which time the armament was 
about ninety miles distsMit from the place 
,of its destination. Its progress up the 
rivfer was very much retarded by the 
shoalness of the water, adverse winds 
and currents^ continual fogs, and the 
great inaccuracy of the charts ; but by 
the skill and assiduity of Sir Home Pop* 
bam, and the um^mitting and laborioua 
exertions of the ol^ceps^ and men imd^ 
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his command, these difficulties were sur- 
mounted, and the squadron anchored in 
the afternoon of the 25th, off Point 
Quilmes, about twelve miles from Buenos 
Ayres, 

Here General Beresford proposed to 
land, having "been informed by an Eng- 
lishtnan, ^ho was pilot for the river, and 
was taken by tjie Narcissus out of a Por- 
tuguese vessel, that it was an excellent 
^lace for the purpose, and there was an 
easy access from it into the country. As 
it was impossible for the Narcissus to ap*- 
proach the shore on account of the shal- 
lowness of the water, the Encounter was 
run in so close as to take the ground, the 
more effectually to cover the debarkation 
of the army in case of necessity. The 
whole of the forces, were, however, landed 
in the course of the evening, without the 
least opposition . They consisted of the de* 
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tachment of his majesty's troops frdnj thp 
Cape, and that from St. Helena, with the 
marine battalion under ttie orders of Capi- 
tain Iting, of the Diadem, which was com*- 
posed of the marines of the squadron^ 
augmented by the incorporation of some 
seamen, and three companies of royal 
blues, who had been regularly trained for 
that duty, and dressed in an appropriate 
uniform. 

The enemy was posted at the village 
of Reduction, situated on art eminence 
about two miles from the beach, Th? 
intervening space between the two armios^ 
had the appearance of a fine plain/ byt 
the following mormng it proved to be. ft 
morass in a high state of verdure^ Genera 
ral Beresford was informed l^ bis guide, 
that though in winter this place was imif^ 
passable,at ^^as then very practicable jaoi 
«asy for guns to cross. -*;.:' - 



• It trai eiev£n o^dock in the moityn^ of ' 
this 26th before. General Beresford could 
move off htsgroiuM/flAd ihe enenjy^ ftom 
their pdsitton^ might have counted every 
foaa^r the British f<irde. They were 
drawn up on the brow 6f the hill on tJ-hich 
k seated the yiU^ of Reduction, which 
covered their right flank ; and their fferce 
consisted principally of cavalry, to the 
number of two thousand, with eight ^ield-^ 
pieces.' The nature of the ground was 
8uch> that General Beresford wasi under 
the necessity of going directly to their 
fr<mt; and to make his as nearly equal as 
possible, he formed ail the troops into 
one line, except the St. Helena infentry 
of one hundred and fifty men, which lie 
drew up one hundred and twenty yards 
in tlie rear, with two field-pieces, tmd or? 
ders to face to the. right and left, as either 
of the Aanks should be threatened by the 
•ea^lry. He had two six-pounderjs on 
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«ach flank, and two ho^iizen in the cto-^ 
tre of thfe firtt lioe* In this order tWs 
^oops advanced against the eriemjr^ and 
Genersil Beresford having arrived y ithiii 
range of their guns, it tongue of awamp 
Grossed his A*ont and obliged him to halt, 
white his own guns made a small etf^uit 
to avoid it. This was scarcdy perform* 
ed when the enemy opened their field** 
, piece3> which were at first well pointed j 
but as the English advanced with great 
rapidity, in spite of the boggy ground^ 
that soon obliged them to leave all their 
guns behind, the fire did them very littte 
injury. The 71st regiment reaching the 
bottom of the heights in a pretty good 
line, seconded by the marine battalion, 
the enemy would not wait their nearer ap^ 
proach, but retired from the brow of the 
hill, which the assailants asc^ided with 
that coolness and courage which has, on 
every occasion, distinguished the charac^ 
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ter of the British soldier. The Spaniards 
vow fled with precipitation, leaving be- 
hind , their artillery, consisting of four 
field-pieces and one tumbril. 

G^eral Beresford halted two hours on 
the field to rest his troops^ and to make 
anjangements for taking with him the 
eneray's guns and his own, which had 
beei> extricated from the bog by the ex- 
ertiops of Captain Donelly of the Nar- 
cusus, who had accidentally landed, and 
accompanied the troops on seeing them 
js^vance to meet the enemy- 

The general then marched, in hopes of 
preventing the destruction of the bridge 

over the Biochueio, or IMtte Ilivery » river 

notfprdable at that season, and which lay 

between him and the city, distant from 

it about three miles, and eight from his 

tbeQ situation ; and though he used the 
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utmost diligence, he had the mortrficatibtt 
to sec the bridge in flames l6ng before he 
could reach it. He therefore halted the 
troops for the night, a tnile from it, and 
pushed pn three companies of the 71st, 
under Lieutenant-colonel Pack, with two 
howitzers, to the bridge, to prevent its 
total desti'uction. This detachment the 
General Accompanied himself, bnt on 
reaching the bridge found it entii'ely con- 
sumed, and" as the enemy was heard 
bringing down guns during the nigM] 
he withdrew the detachment before light, 
as its position was thought too open and 
too much exposed to the enemy's fire. 

On the 27th, as soon as it was liglit, 
General Beresford sent CaptaiiilCennelt of 
tlie engineers to reconnoitre the sides of 
the river, and found that his troops had 
little or no cover to protect them, while 
the enemy were drawn up behind hedges. 
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Hpu^es, and in the shipping oo the^ pppo* 
ssite b^nk pf thp river, which was not 
thirty yax^ wide. As his situation and 
cjjrpumstances admitted not of the least 
delay, he determined to force the passage. 
For that pnrpo*oe he ordered the fiel4- 
pieces down to the w.ater's edge, and di- 
rected the infantry, except the light com- 
pany and the grenadiers of the 71st, to re- 
main under cover in the rear. As the 
juns approached, the enemy opened » 
Vf ly iil-directed fire fiwn tlieir artillery 
9f^ jmiisketry. The fprmer, however, 
soon ceased, after the British fire com- 
menced; butthe lattprwas kept up for 
apme tim^, thongh it was so iU-dirocted 
as to do J^ttle or no injjary . By the ac- 
J;ivity and exertions of Captain King^ 
who cojnpaa^ded the battalion of marines, 
boat^ and rafts were prepared, and the 
troops crossed the river. Perceiving np 
fijig^is .of fwtJwir opposition, and learning 
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that the troops had abandoned >the city, 
Creneral Beresford was induced, by mo- 
tives of humanity, to send his aid«de« 
camp, the Honourable Ensign Gordon, 
with a summons to the governor to sur- ' 
rmder the city and fortress ; representing 
that the excesses and calamities which 
would probably occur, should the troops 
enter in a hostile manner, might thus 
be avoided, and informing him, that the 
English would insure to the inhabitants 
the exercise of their religion, as well a^ 
protection for their persons, and for all 
private propcrtjr. 

The Governor sent back an oflScer to 
request a few hours to draw up conditions, 
but the General refused to delay- his 
march J which he commenced a-s soon as 
his whole force had crossed the river ; 
and on approaching the city, he was 
agjtin xnet by an officer from the Go^- 
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vernor, with a number of conditions. Thd 
Greneral informed hiiii, that he could not 
then attend to them, but would confirat 
in writing what he had promi$ed> when 
in possession of the city which he imme- 
diately entered* Thus fell the opulent 
capital of the extensive province of La 
Ptata^ where the conquerors found eighty 
eight pieces of cannon, live hundred and 
fifty barrels of powder, and a quantity of 
small arms. Their loss in atchieving its 
rediictioi^ was one killed^ twelve wound-* 
ed^ and one missing. 

On the 2d of July, the terms grant- 
ed by tibe commanders of the British 
forces to the inhabitants of Buenos Ay res, 
were signed by Sir Home Pophan^ and 
the Spanish Governor Quintana. ^ By 
these the garrison were declared prisoners 
of war, protection was promised to pri- 
vate property, ^d the inhabitants were 



confirmed in the exercise of the CMh&lio 
religion, and thii privileges which they 
before enjoyed. The captors, though en- 
titled by the laws of war to all the vessels 
of every description, yet, Sensible of the 
distress which the privation <^i them oinst 
have occasioned to the ownert, geperoiisly 
relinquished their right to those vesscts 
afid their cargoes-, amounting in number 
to one hundred and eighty, and m value 
to a million and a half of dollaxs« TiXh- 
/clamations to the a!x>ve e£fieet wiere Uk^ 
wise issued by the British commandeas* 

The Viceroy bad retired from Buenos 
Ay res on the approach joithe Engiisb^ and 
a great quantity of treasure hiad been mi- 
veyed from the city. The first care, there- 
fore, of General Beresford, after he found 
himself perfectly settled in his newr con- 
quest, was to send a smaii jdetajcbment to 
{^nxari^ about fi^y miles distant &Qm ib» 
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tlapftat, witli the avowed object of escort- 
ing back some of the treasure which had 
"been removed under the pretext of being 
private property ; but principally to re- 
connoitre the country, and to learn the 
disposition of the inhabitants. A con- 
siderable qufintity of treasure, actually on 
Its way to Cordova, was fortunately pre- 
served by this detachitteht for the gdllant 
fcaptofS.urid-the commanding officer. Cap- 
lam Arbtithnot, reported fevourably of 
, l^e general disposition of the people. 

, Thetotkl amount of the specie, which, 
ics private pfoperty, feH into the hands of 
the'coflqtfei'ors, exceeded 1,290,000 dol- 
Iai*s. Of this sum l,b86;000 were sen^ to 
England in the Narcissus ; the com- 
bianders reserving the remainder for the 
exigencies of the army aud navy. Exclu-» 
iive of the specie, it ^ras estimated that 
the value ' (of the merchandise in the 
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king's stores^ principally consisting of 
Jesuit's bark and quicksilver^ and in the 
Philippine Companjr^s stores, together 
with the floating property retained, could 
not amount to less than between two and 
three millions of dollars* 

It was hot, however, by the amount of 
the property taken at Buenos Ajrres that 
the importance of the conquest was to 
be estimated. Britain being nearly ex- 
cluded from all intercourse with the Eu-» 
ropean continent, it behoved her to seek 
some other mart for her commodities^ 
It struck the intelligent mind of Sir 
Home Popham^ that this could most 
easily be effected- by opening a commu-* 
nication with the extensive reg^ions of 
the South American continent. N9 
sooner were the British ti^opps in posses- 
sion of Buenos Ayres, than, with a lauda- 
ble solicitude for the interest pf his coun-. 
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try, he addressed a circular letter to the 
maypr and corporation of each of the 
great manufacturing towns in the king- 
dom, stating the advantages of a com- 
merce to that hitherto neglected country. 

The intelligence of this conquest was 
received in England with the exultation 
due to its importance, and numerous coni^ 
mercial speculations wer^ the conse- 
quence. An order in council was issued 
by his majesty for opening a trade with 
Buenos Ayres and its dependencies, con- 
formably with the regulations between 
Great Britain and her colonial posses- 
sions. The arrangement made by Gene- 
ral Beresford for the reduction of the 
importation duties from thirty-four and 
a half to twelve and a half per cent, wai 
confirmed, but the importation of slaves 
was totally prohibited. 
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Symptoms of disaffection in a short 
time began to manifest themselves among 
the inhabitants of the newly conquered 
city ; and this disposition was not only 
encouraged by some of their leading men^ 
but likewise by the small number of the 
force by which they were held in subjec- 
tion. Pueridon, a member of the munici- 
pality, applied himself with great assiduity 
^xid address to prepare the people for a 
general insurrection. The arms in the 
town were secreted ; the malcontents as- 
sjembled every night to receive his in- 
structions^ and he gained the support of 
all the rabble of the country, by means of 
the ample supplies of money with which 
he was furnished on the north side of the 
river. At Colonia, on the same side of 
La Plata, Liniers, a French officer in the 
Spanish service, was meanwhile success- 
ftiUy employed in collecting people. A 
system of terror was establii^hed, and 
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every person who refused to contribute 
his aid to this conspiracy was threatened 
with instant death. So rapid was the 
progress of this insurrection, that on the 
Slat of July, Sir Home Popham, who had 
been reeonnoitering Monte Video, receiv- 
i^ a dispatch on his return atEiisenada, 
acquainting him with General Beresford's 
ftpprehensiorns that on insurrection would 
shortly be attenipted. He was at the 
$ime time informed, that seventeen Spa- 
fiish vessels had just arrived at Colonia, 
and aj5 it was rq)orted that this force 
Yas to be further increased from M^nte 
Video, he gave directions for arming some 
ve8sel94:o attack the enemy >at the former 
place^ as it was impossible to prevent 
their crossing from the north shore when- 
ever the wind was fair- 

TheCoifnmodore proceeded in the Leda 
to Buenos Ayres, which he reached on 
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l^he 2d of .Ai^ust, and found that Geney^ 
iieresford, with fivp hundred in^> had 
just made a suCGessful attack on a body 
pf fifteen hundred Sp3.niards, uiider ]Pueri^ 
don, five leagues from tlje town, and taken 
all their cannon, On the 4th the Spa^ 
niards cpliepted at Colonia, and availing 
themselves of the tjiickness of the wea^ 
ther and a heavy gale, crossed unobserved 
tx> the southern shore pn wjiicb ^u^nos 
Ay res is situated^ Dur^n^the succeeding 
days the r^in fell in toyyents, and render-?, 
ed the ro?ids totally impracticable, except 
for cftva|ry. This circumst^npe Actually 
baffled the deteroaination of General Bcr 
yesfofd tp attack the enemy at ^ distance 
froni tbe town, within whiph it ponfinecl 
liim. The enemy, pn the other handi 
possessing an inexl^austible .supply pi 
horsjes, sustained little inconvenience from / 
^he st^,tei|pf the ^^o^ds \ tbey^wete ppn^: 
gequently en^-bled tp approach the tpi^ ^ 
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fai various directions without giving the 
British troops any opportunity of attack- 
ing them. On the 40th, not only had 
the Spanish army, divided into sevend 
columns, occupied the different avenues 
of the town, but the inhabitants had 
ai^med themselves, and tsLken post on the 
tops of the houses and chiirches with the 
d^ign of carrying cm a war of ambush^ 
In the evening Liniers, who ^Qmmand^ 
tlie Spanish army, sent ^ suainiohs t6 
iSciieral Beresford, with which the latteir 
refused to comply, Perceiviiig the iai^ 
pofisi^rility of maintaining: themselves in 
the town, and the ^manifest- disposition of 
the eiiemy to avoid an engagement, the 
British commanders determinedJthat nighl 
to emWrk the wounded and cross the 
RioGhuelQ, for the purpose of moving 
towards Enaenada. ; c a plaw which was, 
howevej^j frustwted by the weather, which 
l^cmnp, vfry yiajent duriiig the. night% 
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The numbeis of the .enemy in the hou^ 
and cburches n^ax the e^iatk kept qon- 
tinually . iocre^ing, while ofi^ti 94^ 
ytmxd by all the streets not under the 
infiiienee of its ^re. Such wft§ the situa». 
.ticNti of things at daj^-break on the 12th, 
iKhon a sai^Ft fire commenced from the 
Sps^h advanced , posts ; hut it was soon 
fet«pwd vith groat- fiffoet. by the artjllei^y 
|»laated.ta^aois the prinGip^ Jstreets leadt- 
itig ti> the great squure. For a short: 
iime thli i^oen^, mnholdened: by iAmt 
iHiinbers, shaved a greater^ degree of finsr 
iness ihoQ on t^ ifiasmer occa^tbii* an4 
pushed forward with three > pieces of ar<^ 
liUeiy i but beingt£bajrged by X^ieutenant 
i^olonel Pack these were soon itakeii. 
Inuring this interval leinforcemoits crowd* 
jpd the tops of the houses commanding 
the great square firom the bade streets, 
K)d the British troops were ^eatly a»-> 
soyed by.p^pk who w«re out of tiiei* 
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reach. The castle vr^ likewise command-* 
edby the enemy in the same way, witbthe 
additioi^ advantage of a gun on the top 
of the cathedral. General Baresfocd> dis- 
appointed in his last efforts to bring oa a 
general engagement in the great j»qtiiUDe^ 
Tiad the further mortification of seeing the 
ranks ()f his gallant little army hnt tkiniied 
by shots from invisible hands. The oiify^ 
mestns of saying the useless effunion ol 
blood was a flag of truce, which was hoist- 
ed at the castle about one o'clock* 
The great Square was instantly throng^ 
with near ten thous^md men, who prebsed 
forward in the most outrageous manner to 
force their wzy into the fort, and evem 
fired at the British troops^ on the ram^ 
parts. The latter were, with extreme dif- 
ficulty,, restrained from revenging their 
insult ; and the General roundly declaited 
to' the Spanish officers, that unless their 
ftien retired in one minute, he musll, as the 
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cmly measure of safety, haultlown the flag 
of ttuce and re-commence hostilities. 
This firmness produced' the desired eflfect. 
He then sent his conditions to the Spanish 
general by whom they were immediately 
acceded to* 

In this unequal conflict, the English' 
sustained a los^ of one hundred and sixty- 
five in killed^ wounded^ and missing. 
That of the Spanish assailants, whose num- 
ber amoimted to about ten thousand^ 
exclusive of as many more inhabitants of 
the town, armed in various ways, is sfated 
at about seven hundred. 

By the articles of capitulation it was 
agreed, that the British troops should 
march out with the honors of war, ,and be 
tmbarked for England as prisoners ; that - 
the Spanish troops made prisoners on the 
capture of tlie place, should be exchanged . 
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for the British taken at the re-capture ; 
and thati the property of all British sub- 
jects in Buenos Ayres should be respected. 
This capitulation, however, after being 
signed, was broken by the Spaniards, who 
marched their prisoners up the country. 

After the surrender of Greneral Beres- 
ford. Sir Home Popham proceeded with 
all the vessels which escaped from that 
city, towards Ensenada, to embark the 
detachments of marines which had been 
left there ; after which he stood out to the 
jHoiith of the river to wait for reinforce-^ 
ments« 

On the 12th of October, the Commodore 
was joined by Lieutenant-colonel Back- 
house, with the first battalion of the 47th 
regiment, sent from the Cape of Good 
Hope by Sir David Baird to join Major-- 
general Beresford. In conse<|uence of the 
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captivity of the latter, the' command of 
the forces ih the Rio de la Plata,, devolve 
OB Colonel Backhouse, who immediately, 
concerted with the Commod<Jre an attack 
on Monte Video. Havirtg treconaoitr^d 
the place, he conceived it possibte to 
carry the place by assault on the side next 
the river, with the co-operation of tlie 
squadron. An attempt to execute this 
plan was accordingly made on the 28th of 
October ; but the water proved too ^hal^ 
low to admit the ships to bombard the town 
with eflfect. They therefofe withdrew ; 
and the Lieutenant-colonel upon thift^ 
deemed it advisitble to take possession of 
Maldonado, a town situated nearer the 
month of the river, as a ferVoutable position 
for irefreshing the troopi, mounting th« 
cav^ry, and making sitch arrangements M 
might be thought tiecessary. 

Heaccordngly landed on the 29th with 
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fQur tmndred rmn, hikI advs^nced against 
tlie town* occupied by about nix hundred 
regulars and ntililia, most of whom were 
mounted^ with one howitaer and one fourf 
pounder field-piece. Though the assail- 
ants were unprovided with artillery, the 
Spaniards were soon dispersed, with the 
losa of their guns and about fifty men kill- 
ed and wounded. That of the English 
was two killed suad four wounded. At 
day-hreak on the morning of the 30th, 
Lieutenant-colonel Vassal was detiached to 
take piossessiori of the heavy batteries on 
the beech of the harbour of Maldonado. 
These, together with the strong island and 
post of Goretti, commanding the harbour 
and defended by twenty twenty-four poun- 
ders and a garrison of upwards of one hun- 
dred men, surrendered at discretion. 

During these operations, ^ear-admiral 
Stirling bad been sent by government to 
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supersede Sir Home Popham in the com- 
mand of the British squadron in the river 
Plata. An expedition which sailed from 
England in October, under the command 
\^ of Brigadier-general Sir Samuel Auch-% 

raiity, reached Maldonado on the 5th of 
January, 1807, and thus increased the 
number of troops to about five thousands 

Immediately on the arrival of this force 
it was determined to invest Monte Video. 
A landing was accordingly effected on the 
18th near Carreta Point, about nine, miles 
eastward of the town. The enemy had as- 
sembled in considerable numbers on tlie 
heights, and with several pieces of cannon 
seemed determined to oppose the progress 
of the troops. They did not, however, ad- 
' vance to oppose the debarkation, but suf- 
fered General Auchmuty to take a strong, 
position about a mile from the shore. A 
distant cannonade was kept up by the 
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enemy, a.nd occasioiial skirmishes tpok 
pla€^ at the out-posts. . ^ 

On the morning of; the 19£h, the aiiny 
began to move towards Monte Video. 
It was divided into two columns, the 
right under the direction of Brigadier- 
general Lumley, the left under Colonel 
Browne, and the . reserve being command- 
ed by Lieutenant-colonel Backhouse. 
The right was early opposed. About four 
thousand of the enemy's horse occupied 
two heights to the front and right of Ge- 
nfsral Lumley. As the troops advanced, 
a heavy fire of round and grape was open- 
ed upon them ; Genial Auchmuty 's horse 
was killed under him, and twenty-five men 
were killed and wounded. A spirited 
charge, however, being made in -front by 
the light battalion under. Lieutenant-co- 
ionfel Brownrigg, the corps opposed to 
him *was dispersed with the loss of a gun . 
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The enemj^ on the flank retreated without: 
waiting for a similar movement. They 
continued retiring, and permitted the Bri- 
tisK* troops, without any further opposi- 
tion^ except a distant cannonade, t(^ take 
a position about two miles from the eita^r 
del. JEarly in the day the advanced poati 
of the latter had possession of the suburbs 
of the town, where thej^ were join^ bgt 
Captain Donelly of the navy with a body 
o£ eight hundred marines and pikemen. 
Soine smalt parties were posted close to 
the works, but in the evening, part of the 
suburbs was evacuated. 

The next morning the enemy saUied 
from the t0wn» and attacked the English 
with their whole force> about six thousand 
men and a number of guns. They ad^ 
vaoced in two columns ; the right consists 
ing of cavalry to turn the left flank, whiJtf 
the other of m^ntry attacked the kft of 
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the Itae^ This columu {)ush6d io the 
advanced {losts^ and pressed so* hard on 
the out-piqiwt of fotit hundred mew, )that 
Coloriet Browne^ who coimnatided tm tfad 
left, ordered three companies of the 40th 
regiment under Major Campbell, to their 
support. These companies fell in with 
the head df the column, and charged it 
with great bravery. The charge was as 
gallantly received, and great numbers fell 
bn both sides. The 40th had to lament^ 
among others, the loss of Lieutenant Fitz^ 
pairick, a promising young officer, wha 
Expired with the exclamation 

Vukt it decorum est pro pairid mori. 

At length the hostile column began to 
give way, when it was suddenly and impe- 
tuously attacked in flank by the rifle corps 
and light battalion^ whicb General Auch- 
miity had ordered up and directed, to the 
particular point. The Column now gave 
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uray on all sides, and was pursued with 
great slaughter and the loss of a gun to 
the town. The right column, observing 
tfe fete of their companions, rapidly re-* 
tired without coming into action. 

The loss of the Spaniards in this affair 
was estimated at fifteen hundred men; 
their killed amouiited to between two and 
three hundred ; the English took a like 
number of prisoners, but the principal 
part of the wounded got back into the 
town. The loss of the conquerors was 
comparatively trifling, the killed and 
Mounded not exceeding seventy-two. 

The consequences of this action were of 
far greater importance than the victory 
itself. Many of the inhabitants of the 
country separated from the enemy *s troops 
and retired to their homes, so that instead 
of being surrounded by horse and harassed 
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hy a war of posts. Sir Samuel Auchmuty 
was allowed to sit ijuietly down before the 
town^ 

/From the best information the general 
£Ould obtain, he was led to believe that 
the defences of Monte Video \<^ere weak; 
and that the garrison was by no means dis-* 
posed to make an obstinate resistance ; 
biit.he found the works^ on the contrary^ 
truly respectable, tnpunted with one hun-* 
d^^ed and sixty , pijeces of cannon and abljf 
defended. . . 

.The peninsula ujpon which s%md the 
town and citadel of JVlbnt^ Video is so 
StjcQUgly fortified> and its harbour is sgt 
Qomplietely protected by its own formi-* 
4abte batteries, and those of the island of 
Batones, that any attempt to enter it with 
i&mall vessels would have evinced insanity* 
The shallowness of the water precluded 

T 
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the approach of large ships. Much effec-^ 
lual co-operation could not therefore b& 
expected from the navy ; but the charac- 
teristic courage of the teamen was, never- 
thelesSj^ frequently demoti»trated in the 
gallantry trith which the frigates, gttn* 
brig^, and arttted transports, mider the 
conduct of Captain Honeymany of the 
Leda, attacked the town> in order ia di^ 
vert the enemy from annoying the troops^ 
in the; construction of batteries. On the 
S3d, a two-^un battery w$s erected to 
keep them in check. The English posts^ 
were extended to the harbour, and thus^ 
completely shut in the garrison on the 
land side. Tl^ir eemmunicatim was still,^ 
kowever, open by water, and their boat* 
conveyed to them troops and provisions^ 
Even water for the ^rrison was obtained 
by these means, fi>r the weUs that supply 
the town were in General Auchmttty*s pos- 
session ^ 
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,Oft the Sl5th^ batteries of four twenty* 
fouf pounders and two mortars were opened > 
and all the frigates and smaller vessels 
stood ip as close fis they pould with safety, 
and cannonaded the town. On the 28th, 
finding that the garrison was not intimhr 
dated into a surrender, the General con- 
structed a battery of six, twenty-four 
pounders, within a thousand yards of the 
south-east bastion of the citadel, which, 
^e was informed, was in so weak a state 
that it might easily be breached* The 
parapet was soon in ruins, but the wall 
received very little injury, and General 
Auchnauty was soon convinced that his 
means were unequal to a i-egular siege. 
The only prospect of success that present- 
ed itself was, to erect a battery as near as 
possil^le to a wall by the south gate that 
joins the works to the sea, and endeavour 
to breach it. This was effected by a six^ 
gun battery within six hundred yards^ 



148 NOTES ON 

and though it was exposed to a very su- 
perior fire from the Spaniards, which had ' 
been incessant during the whole of the 
siege^ a breach was rieported pfacticable 
on the 2nd of February* 

Many reasons induced the British com- 
mander not to delay the assault, though 
he was aware that the troops would be 
exposed to a very heavy fire in approaching 
and mounting the breach, He had re-r 
ceived information that Liniers was ap- 
proaching with a formidable force of eight 
thousand men for the purpose of com- 
pelling him to raise the siege ; the army 
was in great want of entrenching to6is, 
and the stock 6i powder both on board 
and on shore was diminished to an alarm-r 
ing degree, Urged by these considera- 
tions^ General Auchmuty, on the eyening 
of the 2d, summoned the ;field officers of 
the corps Xo b^ emplpyed m the assstylt;, tQ 
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ineet him to receive their instructions. 
He directed the grenadiers of the army; 
to be embodied for the purpose of storm« 
ing, and placed them under the command 
of Major Campbell of the 40th, and Ma^ 
jor Tucker of the J2d regiment. The ad- 
vance or forlorn was given to the conduct 
of Lieutenant Everard of the 2d, who had 
expressed great anxiety to obtain this 
yery dangerous but distinguished post of 
bouor. The rest of the troops destined 
for the assault consisted of the rifle corps? 
under Major Gardiner, the light infantry 
under Lieutenant-colonel Brownrigg and 
Major Trotter, and the 38th regiment 
under Lieutenant^colonel Vassal and Ma- 
jor Nugent. They were supported hf 
the 40th reginxent under Major Dairy m- 
pie, , and the 87th under Lieutenant-oolo- 
pel Butler and Major Miller. The whole 
were placed-under the command of Goto- 
uel Browne. Tbe remainder of tbeiBii-' 



ijsh. iforee, cdmpo$ed of the 17th light dra« 
goopf, 4etach«ltt^ts of the ^th itnd 21dt 
Ught diragpons, the 47th regiment, a eom- 
jmoy of the 71st, and a corps. of seven 
hundred marines ahd seanjen, were en- 
(Caioped under Brigadier^genersil Lumley 
to protect the rear. Ojrders vere issued 
for the attacl^ an hour before day^bre^k 
the ensuing n>orning, a^d a su$)iDions was 
sent to the governor in the eyeaing to sur^ 
yeader the town. To this fiafessage, how-* 
ever, np q^nswer was returned t 

At turo Q^clocl^ in the njorning of /thft 
3d of February, the General pointed to the 
breach, distant about sixteen hundred 
]fards; and in solemn silence the troops 
adv9,nc6d to the assault. They approach* 
e4 n^r tq the bre^h liefore they wert 
- dIsicoTered, when a destructive ,lM from 
^very gun that could bear upon it and froiiei 
the musketry <rf the garrison opesred upon 



tJbem- Heavy as it was> the loss of the 
assailants if ould have been comparatively 
trifling if the breach had remained open> 
but during the night, and Under the fire of 
the British, the besieged had barricaded it 
with hi(Je$, so as to render it nearly im^ 
practicable' The night was extremely 
dark; the head of the column missed the 
brea^^h, ^d when it was appreRiched^ it 
was so shut up as to be mistaken for the 
entrenched walL In this situation the 
tyroops remained und^r a h^avy fire, for a 
quarter of an hour, when the breach was 
discerned by Captain Renjiy of the 40th 
light iirfantry, who pointed it out and 
gloriously fell as he mounted it/ Thia 
discovery onqe made, the gallant troops 
wanted not a cheering voice like that of 
«ur Fifth Hemy toeitclaim : 

Qpcef iQQfSi urttp th^ hteapb^deiu: frieti43« onoe tBoxe, 
Or clo8« the wajU up v^th the JEngllsh dead ! 
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r They rushed to it ; no difficttliies cOttldi 
restrain their impetdosity, arid they quick-^ 
ly forced their, way into the town; Can- 
non were' placed; at the head of the prin-^ 
cipal streets?, aiid \dth the musketry/ dis«-' 
charged from the trindows and lops of 
houses, made great havoc among the- as-* 
sailants* Lieutenant-colonels Brownrigg 
aUidVass&l fell ittortally- wounded- Un- 
dismayed by this slaughter the troops ad- 
^aric^d in all^irectiions, clearing the streets-' 
and ^batteries with their bayoriets^ .antf 
oveftttftiing the cannon; The 4bth regi-* 
merit with Colonel Browne followed. They 
Also liiissed the breach and twice paSscft 
through the fire of the batteries, Iwiththe' 
loss of their btavcv commander/ Majors 
Dahymple, before ;they fomid it^ The 
87th regiment w-as posted near the north^ 
gate, which the troops who entered at the 
breach were to 'have opened ' for it ; but 
sufch was the ardour of the tnen that they^ 
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t^oilld not wait, but scaling the walk, en^ 
tered the town^ as the troops within were 
approaching to admit them. By day-^ 
light the English were in possession of 
every thing except the citadel^ which maicfe 
a shew of resistance, but soon surrendered 
^ discretion. A circumstance which re- 
dounds in ho small degree to the honour 
of the conquerors is> that early the same 
morning the shops w^e open> and the in^ 
habitants of both sexes were peaceably 
walking the streets in pursuit of their 
, various avocations. 

As soon ks the citadel was in the posses(^ion 
of the British troops, the armed paunches 
of the squadron were sent 4o dislodge the 
enemy from the island of Ratones, de- 
fended by ten guns and seventy men, who 
surrendered without resistance. A fine 
frigate of 28 guns was set on fire by her 
crew, and blew up with a tremendous ex- 

u 
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plosion. Three gun-^boats were likewise 
burned by the Spaniards, but the exertionsr 
of the English seamen s?ived all the other 
ships in the harbour, 57 in number, of 
which ten mounted from 10 to 28 guns. 

The total loss of the conquerors, in thii 
atchievement, so glorious to the British 
s^ms, fell very little short of six hundred 
men. In the breach alone 386 were killed 
and wounded, and among these were many 
excellent officers. At the storming of the 
places eight hundred of the Spaniards were 
killed, and five hundred wounded. The 
Governor, Don Pasquil Ruis Huidobro, 
with upwards of two thousand officers and 
men were made prisoners, and about fif- 
teen hiHidred escaped in boats or secreted 
t^hemselves in the town. ^ 

The first care of Sir Samuel Aucjimuty, 
after gaining possession of JVIonte Video, 
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was to detach parties into the country, to 
watch any attempts on the part of the 
Spaniards, and to protect such of the in- 
inhabitants as might be disposed to sup- 
ply the markets of the town. A detach- 
ment of two hundred men took posses- 
sion of Canalon, about twenty miles dis- 
tant, and another was posted at St. Lucie, 
about twenty miles further up the coun- 
try. The light battalion, and the three 
companies of the rifle corps, were sent in 
vessels up the river to Colonia del Sacra- 
mento, opposite to Buenos Ayres, of 
which they possessed themselves without 
opposition. 'The enemy at different times 
attempted to disturb these posts, but 
against Colonia their efforts seemed to be 
particularly directed. No serious attempt, 
however, was made till the beginning of 
June, when two thousand choice troops, 
under the command of one of their ablest 
officers crossed the river from Buenos 
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Ayres. This corps eDcamped on the 6th 
of that month at St. Pedro, about fourteen 
niiles above Colonia. The. troops at this 
post were now coijimandcd by I^ieutenant^ 
colonel Pack, who had been taken prisor 
ner with General Beresford, and h9.d madp 
his escape with his gallaiit chief, on the 
infraction of the temas of the capitula-r 
tjon by the Spaniards^ Being . apprize4 
of the approach of the enen^iy, I»e detertr 
jpined , to march 9ut to meet them, an4 
on the morning of the 7th,. came in vieir 
of their fo|-ce drawn up on the opposite 
side of a snjall river. Thjs he instantly 
forded witfi his men and advanced briskly 
to the charge^ The Spanish cavalry soon 
gave Avay ; but the infantry manifestedf ^ 
determination to meet the English bayo- 
pet; a yiew qf whiph, however, at th§ 
distance of eighty yards, so appalled theni, 
tlwt after giving their fire, they fled in all 
directions, throwing away their ayms and 
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^ecoutrements. The conquerors being 
greatly fatigued by their inarcb, toot 
only one hun4red prisoners, among whom 
was the second in command,; but one. 
standard and the whole of the Spanish ar*. 
Cillery, consisting of six field pieces fell 
jnto their hands, After this exploit per^ 
fonned with the loss of only two men 
Jiilled, Colonel Pacl^ returned in tlje 
(evening tp Cplonia. 

On the 10th of May, the Thisbe frigate 
arrived at Monte Video. She brought 
put Jiieutenant- general Whitelocke as 
Ct)mmander in Chief of the British forces 
in South A°?crica, aqid he was accon*^ 
panied by Major-general Oower as second 
in command. The Thisbe had left Eng- 
land in March with several transports, 
having troops on board for the same des^ 
t:jnatiQi|. 
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It has already been observed that a de- 
tachment of two hundred men was sta- 
tioned at Canalon. Lieutenant-colonel 
Backhouse, who commanded there, had 
received from the enemy a summons to 
surrender, accompanied with a threat, 
that in case of refusal he should be at- 
tacked by a force of fourteen hundred 
men. He thought it prudent to retire, 
and was met near Montevideo by Colonel 
Mahon of the 9th light dragoons, who 
was detached onthe 12th of June to his 
support. The Spaniards being apprized of 
the approach of 'Colonel Mahon, retired ; 
and he, being unable to overtake them, 
returned on the 14th to Monte Video. 

On the last mentioned day, the force 
which sailed from England in the preced- 
ing November, under Brigadier-general 
Craufurd, arrived at Monte Video. Rear- 
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admiral Murray, >Vho had conveyed it 
from the Cape of Good Hope, assumed 
the chief command of the British squa- 
dron in the Rio de la Plata* 

Every preparation was immediately 
made, to proceed with all possible expe- 
dition against Buenos Ay res. The works 
of Monte Video having been put into a 
temporary state of repair, one company 
of artillery, two squadrons of dragoons, 
the 47thregiment of infantry, and a party 
of marines, under the command of Co- 
lonel Browne, were deemed sufficient to 
defend Monte Video against any attempt, 
while the main body of the army was 
acting against Buenos Ayres. 

The embarkation, of the troops being 
effected they proceeded up the river, and 
having previously taken on board the de- 
tachment stationed at Colonia, came to 
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an anchor oti the S7th of June near £n«» 
senada, below Buenos Ayres, and distant 
about thirty-two miles from tliat city. 
The landing commenced at day-flight on 
the 28th without opposition, or even the 
appearance of an enemy. The army had 
been divided into four brigades, cfeittffiarid- 
ed by Brigadier-generals Lumley, Aueh- 
muty, Craufurd, and the Honourable Co- 
lonel Mahon. . The light brigade, under 

, General Craufiird, was the fifst that land- 
ed. As the only spot which admitted the 
approach of boats was of sniall extent, it 
was dark before all the troops could get 

-on shore. The light brigade, and that 
under Sir Samuel Auchmuty, pushed for-^ 
ward to a ridge about four miles from the 
river, but were obliged to take a circuit- 
ous rout through Ensenada, in order to 
avoid an extensive morass covering nearly 
the whole space between the shore and 
the rising ground. Brigadier*^ general Lum-* 
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ley's and part of- Cdonel Mahon's bri-j- 
gadq occupied the huts of Ensenada and 
some detached houses in the neighbour- 
hpcid; 

The (idvaticed guard was entrusted, dur- 
ing tibe iiiarch> to Major-geneml Go^ver, 
the ^cobd in comoaand. About half 
way between the landing place and the 
Village, the troops found an enclosed bat- 
tery, but which, as well as two or three , 
vessels lyibg close to the shore, had been 
dim»antled and abandoned^ At the vil- 
lage, which had also been forsaken by its 
inhabitants, were procured some horses^ 
which serVed to mount the staff oflSicers 
and a few dragoons ; tw'o light field-pieces, 
which had been landed, being drawn by 
thirty-^six seamen, who attended the 
whole march far that purpose. Here 
lalfSD General Gower found ah American, 
• who had Tesided many years in the neigh- 
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bourhood of ^ Btrcnos Ayres, and Agree4 
to Serve hitii as a guide to that city. 

On the heights of Ens^nada, Genetal 

Gpwer remained till the 29th, when the 

^Commander m Chief Joined him with 

the other divisions of the army; and 

having occtipie9 his ground, ordered him 

ib proceed to k position «ome miles nearet 

lo Buenos Ay res. The same day an sd^ 

terafeion was made in his force ; two regi- 

talents, under Brigadier-general Lumley, 

"being substituted for two others which 

4iad previously constituted part of the 

ctdvaneed guard. The troops were witli- 

n3tit cover for the night, which was v«iy 

4kvourable, and the railing which formed 

the indostrres for cattle in the neighbour^ 

4i6od, ^rnished abundance of fiieL £re* 

wesail Lmnley having taken the precaia- 

.tioa to bring, from Monde Video, ^reral 

-<>f tlie -country peopte accustomed to thfe 
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catching <)f cattle, h|s briga,^^ was alwjEtys^ 
well supplied with fresh meat. Lieute^ 
naut-ealonel Bourke was \dk behincji to 
hasten the disembarkation of the artillery, 
^d stores, which was accpmplished qi^ 
the evening of th? 29th, and the follow- 
ing day they proceeded to- the heights 
after the army. ' 

' - - - - , ^1 \ 

. On the morning of the 30tli General 
Gower marched towards the village of 
Reduction, having under his orders foun 
companies of the 98th regiment, the light 
battalion under Brigadier-general Crau- 
furd, the 36th and 88th regiments under 
Brigadier-general Lumley, four six and 
two three-pounders, and some mounted 
cavalry. General Whitelocke ordered the 
dismounted part of the IJth light dragoons 
and the 40th regiment to remain on the 
heights under Colonel Mahon, to escort 
the artillery, when it should come up. 
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He then moved fonrard with ttoe^ ittap^ 
body about live n^iles, and the army W£^f 
^atibned at three ferm-hq^ses about tm^ 
jniles distant from each other. The ad^ 
yatic6d guard having proceeded ^bqut 
nihe miles, in which the line of jnar^ 
Vas crossed by several streanis aft^ 
swampy spots, halted in <tetached par- 
ties without any view to regular forma- 
tion, as tl^e light troops had pretty Tj^ell 
examined the country, and no enemy ap-^ 
peared but a few scattered horsemen, ap- 
parently unarmed, who kept hovering 
found. Some skirmishing in the; course 
of the day did tiot extend beyond a few 
shots from the advanced parties. The 
position occupied at night by General 
Oqwer was about seven or eight miles 
frOin Riochuelo, from which he was se- 
parated by very flat and marshy grounds. 
The artillery this day reached the heights, 
but the seamen and horses were too^ 
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inuch fatigued to brinig it foryirard. No 
jfcommumcatioli was kept up between the 
army arid the fleets wiuch had moved up 
the river towards Buenos Ayrej. 

On the 1st of Jdty the main body 
broke up before stm-rise, and joined Ge- 
neral Gower about eleven o'clock. : Thft 
whole now moved forward with more or*f 
der and regularity, as it . was i expecttjd 
that isome attempt would be made to dis-f 
pute the ground which theiarmy was.?Lp- 
pros^hing* It marched in three divisions 
but in the same road. The light brig^e 
led with the two three«^pounders ; it was 
followed at the distance of about a mile 
and a half by General Lumley's, with the 
two six-pounders, and the main body, 
under the Commander in Chief, brought 
up the rear. The right flank of this line 
of march was completely protected by the 
iQprass at^ovementioned, and the left was 
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covered by the rifle corps. No ap^^ 
hens)ons were indeed entertained, except 
for such men as should drop^ out of the 
line of march through fat^ue or other 
causes, as the country people hovered 
round and were sure of cutting osfF such 
stragglersv Tlie troops were Dwch^im-f 
peded in their march by several streams 
with soft, muddy bottoms, and pome 
inar^hy spots; and' had these beeu dis- 
puted by a spirited enemy, the army 
would have been exposed to no small 
loss and difficulty in forcing thein, as it 
could ibnn but a very narrow front over 
those places. About two o'clock the 
men were ordered to throw away their 
blankets, that they might proceed with 
greater expedition to the village of Re- 
duction, which it was intended to rtoch 
this day, and the possession of which 
would, it was supposed, be disputed. This 
place is situated ^bout seven miles from 



Buenos Ay res, and two from. La Plata/ 
It consists of a church and a few mean 
detachied houses^ but has a good natural 
position for defence. As the light brigadfe 
approached the place^ a small body of 
Spanish horsemen appeared. They were 
dispersed by a shot from the field-pieces, 
and the ground was gained without oppo-* 
sition, the enemy having entirely evacu- 
ated it, and concentrated their strength 
on the Vest side of the Riochuelo, which 
runs bdiow Buenos Ay res. The troops 
now came in sight of that capital, and 
their spirits were not a little cheered by 
the fiist view of the object which they 
expected to reward them amply for all 
their toils. The advanced brigades pushed 
on to a position two miles beyond Re- 
duction, which was occupied by General 
Whitelocke with the remaindjer of the 
army. Except ^ Mse alarm or two, tb^ 
^ndops T^[^i^d no mokstatian frpni th^ 
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cneriiy, but they enjoyed very little r€^ 
pose, being exposed to heavy rain, ac-t 
compp^nied with thunder and lightning* 
This cireumstance was the more imfor-^ 
tunate, as the toed required some; rest 
after a fatiguing aftd Uncomfortable inarch } 
and that of the next day promised to be 
^ually harassing. The fires of the Spa* 
niards under the town could plainly be 
discerned^ and, added to the conflagratioa 
of some ships burned in the river, to pre*- 
vent their falling into the hands of the 
English, produced a grand effect. One 
large blaze under the town was. supposed 
to proceed from the bridge across the 
Riochuelo, but this the enemy never at- 
tempted to destroy. 

At sun-rise an the 2d of July, the ad« 
vanced guard were tinder arms, and ordcifs 
were gfiven for those men who ctould not 
Undergo a^ fatiguiiigi^arcli to fell out and 
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j0in the rear. General Gower had "been 
dkected. by the Commander-in-chief to 
tross the Riochuelo at the first ford which 
he should ' find practicable above the 
bridge* Conformably with this order, he 
wl^ekd to the left, and presenting hig 
right flank to the Hiochaelo^ began to 
asbend the river towards the Chico pass, 
about five miles from its mouth • This di-1 
rection he pursued through some marshy 
ground and over several streams, when a 
body ef Spanish horse formed as if to op-* 
pose the head of the column. This hos- 
tile corps consisted of about six hundred, 
and .was supported on its right by a small 
Wood, and on the left by some marshy 
ground. The light brigade immediately 
formed into line ; its right being covered 
by General Lumley's which remained in 
open column. The rifle corps filed to 
the left to clear the wood and obtain pos- 
session ; which being accomplished, the 

r 
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light pieces began to play on the etiemyf 
who, after two or three rounds dispersed, 
and suffered General Gower to continue 
his march without further molestation. 
Inclining to the right he soon arrived at 
the Chico ford, al)out four feet deep and 
thirty yards over. There was no enemy 
on the opposite side of the river; the 
current was not rapid with a bottom of 
firm graveL The ford was instantly pass- 
ed; the anununition-waggou belonging to 
the three-pounders being carried over on 
men's shoulders. Having thus surmount- 
ed what was expected to prove the most 
formidable obstruction to their march, 
the brigades of Generals Lumley and 
Craufurd advanced towards the ridge, at 
the northern extremity of which Buenoe 
Ay res is situated. On gaining it, the 
eyes of the troops were anxiously directed 
over the extensive plain they had passed, 
in expectation of seeing themselves follow- 
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€d by the main body of tlie army under 
General Whitelocke ; but to their morti^- 
cation they disco\nered no appearance of 
troops in their rear. They soon gained 
the foot of the rising ground, and the rifle- 
men with some of the light brigade began 
to scour thie tliick hedges and other cover 
which the gardens and orange-groves, oc- 
cupying the whole of the ridge, afforded to 
the enemy. The brigades had to advance 
in sections up a narrow^ and broken road, 
and when General Craufurd's had attained 
the summit, he wheeled to the left to at- 
tain a favourable position, which had been 
pointed out to him* The firing was now 
pretty sharp in the adv-ance, but the ene-P^ 
'my*s piquets were soon driven in by the 
rapid movements of this column. No in- 
dications of an enemy appearing, the par-* 
ties covering the head of the light brigade 
were called in, and in a few minutes it ar- 
rived at the angle of an open .^paqe, called 
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the Coral de Miserere, where a halt was" 
called to wait for the field-pieces which 
were at some distance in the rear. . Not a 
Spaniard was in view ; but their neigh-i 
bourhood was soon announced by a sud-^ 
den discharge of grape and rounds-shot 
from guns placed in several parts of the 
open ground. The men were for a md-» 
ment jstaggered at this unexpected attack^ 
but, instantly recovering themselves, not 
a moment was lost in obeying General 
Craufurd's ordei^ to charge the enemy;. 
With three cheers they advanced smartly 
in the form of a crescent, nearly surround*^ 
ing the enemy's guns, which were soon 
abandoned by the Spaniards, who, dis- 
mayed at this movement, fled in every di- 
rection. Those lining the hedges dispersed 
with the others, on seeing theii* artillery, 
consisting of ten brass field-rpieces and a 
howitzer, in the possession of their assail- 
ants. M^r^j of the fugitives ykere di&m 
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patcBed wiJJi the bayonet* and General 
Craufurd continued thie pursuit with his 
brigade, till he reached the heads of some 
of the streets of Buenos Ay res, where he 
formed'in expectation of General Gower, 
who was behind with General Lumley's 
brigade. The loss of the conquerors in this 
affair was but trifling, as. the enemy's 
artillery was directed over their heads. 

The light bri^de had moved On so 
briskly after attaining the ridge, a:^ tO 
Teave th^ othier at ^ considefable distance* 
Geiieral Gowier was, therefore, at a lossttJ 
follow* and made repeated enquiries after 
the light: brigade, iwhose position was, at 
Iwt, pointed out by an officer of the .rifle 
0>rps, aa well at by the sound of the can- 
non nod musketry with which it had- been 
engaged.. .General Cwnifurd was emj^oy- 
ed in fonninghis men, who, firom the ua^ 
tore di ihs grbUhd aad t^e suddeniiess ^ 
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the action were in some disorder, when he 
leceived an order from General Gower tof 
fell back to the Coral, or slaughtering 
place, where he then was. It was now 
dusk ; the brigades of Generals Lumley 
and Craufhrd were formed in two lines^ 
and were expecting the order to advance 
into the town, particularly as same com- 
panies had been (ktached on the flanks, 
with an apparent view of covering such a 
^lovement. General Crauford^ confident 
Qf its siiccesis, desired the officer who 
brought him directions to fall back, to re-^ 
quest Grencral Gower's permission to pur^ 
9ue the enemy into th6city; but in an- 
swer to this he received a second and pe- 
remptory order to retire to the Coral. 
All the information afterwarcte obtained, 
proved, however, that this measure, if 
adopted, would have been crowned with 
complete succ^is, and have 'Iti^n attendedl 
with litUe if ai^ low J Therckation of 
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the troops, therefore,, tfheh ofdttM to 
retire, can scarcely be conceived ; tlm^ 
retired, iajsilence, to the Coral, about a 
xmle and a half from the i^kirts of the 
town. Here they laid ob their arms, hav- 
ing piquets at the heads of the streets* 
The liight was a dreadful, one for the 
troops, .who were drenched in rain and 
exhausted .with fatigue and hunger, not 
having taken any refreshment for the pre-** 
ceding twelve hours. It was,, howeveti 
borne with jwitijence, the men's spirits ha^r^ 
ing been elevated by the yictoty they had 
atchieved, acid the expectation of crownkig 
their wishes early in the morning by enter- 
ing Buenos Ay res . 

On examination of the prisoners who 
had been taken by the light brigade, it 
appeared that the whole Spanish force, 
amounting to about nine thousand men, 
had expect€4 the invaders at the bridge 



176 ,-i»a*Esoji 

oVeif thft* IUueh«^to„irHdre th^y liad st#ong* 
ty ehtaenched'tiiemielves, and bitnigbt to-<> 
gethcr' above fiffy piece? of caoiioiJ, . with 
& determinaiion tt> cteiaid this .pass .ta the 
iastextremity^'-; On leamingtfaat Ihe Eni 
glish Were avoiding the brieve, they dis* 
^ched about six thousand men in two 
bahioutfis ; 6xii to check them at a ford 
between the liridge and ChicO'; thfe oth«p 
tm(fcme t^ong the hdghti and observe 
theitf Yndtions'ab6ve that pkss> - Vfitm the 
Bi^di^'l^^shftd giinod the western side 
bf the Rlochiiek/, the first of thesfecoluiBsni 
was orrdered to retire^ and occupy the pd«< 
sktibn where it was routed by the fight bri^ 
gade. The other column, fearing le& its 
retreat should be cut off, took a circuitous 
route;, and at a late hour, regained the city. 
Those of the Spanish troops- tfedt had-be«rf 
left at the bridge were called in j'^ith what 
cannon they could bring ; thie rest haying 
been previously spiked and destroyed; 



SOtfTH AMEfttCA. 177 

General LinierSi the Commander in Chief 
of the Spanish forces at Buenos Ayres^ 
was with the routed division,^ and as the 
victors were afterwards informed by one of 
his Aid-de-camps, he was obliged to pass 
a great part of the night within their line 
of sentries, his retreat having been inter- 
cepted by the brisk advance of the 
troops. 

There is a tide in tlie affairs of men, 
Whteh taken at the flood leads on to fortune } 
I Omitted^ aH the voyage of their life 
Is bound in shallows and in miseries. 

Such is the observation of one of the 
greatest masters i>f human nature that 
ever existed, and the British commanders 
who conducted this expedition were des- 
tined to exhibit a feital proof of its jus-p 
tice. The advanced guard had, as we 
have Jieen, defeated a considerable portion 
of the Spanish force ; the dispersion of 
three thousand of their best troops at the 
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tQwn had thrown terror and dismay among 
the inhabitants, and their confusion was, 
increased by the absence of th^ir leader. 
Instead of being supported by the main 
body of the army, and thus enabled with 
the >greater security to follow up their 
success, they were obliged to fall back 
from the theatre of their victory, while the 
Commander in Chief, as if fearful of shar- 
ing in their laurels, chose t« make a very 
circuitous route to the same spot. The 
consequence was, that the Spaniards had 
abundant time to recover from their alarm, 
the ardour of the assailants was siif&red 
to cool, and such preparations were made 
by the enemy, as, combined with theim- 
becility of the British General, terminated 
in defeat and disgrace. . . . 

We now turn to the proceedings of the 
main body of the army imder General 
Whitelocke, on the 2d of July. It had 
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^sed the night at the village of Reduc^ 
tion, and had suffered^ considerably from 
fiat igue and hunger ; in addition to which 
the droops were never dry durihg ;th& 
inarch; the ground being intersected bj 
swamps :and creeks: through which tlfcy 
wer^robKged to wade. Oh the moroing 
of the 2di, provisions: were |ust ready .to be 
•disttibuted, when the General gave,order$ 
to bea,t*to.arttis and to leave the ;me#, jth^a 
ready to ; be cut in pfeces, on thq grdpiSSfc • 
l^he march comradhKJed about ten p'clj^gk ; '^ 
•but instead of following the track Of th^ 
advanced corps, a§ had been ; at fitst pr^i- 
rposed> tlw troops werq cond:Uttfe4 to the , 
'\^^ The first part of the march was 
good ; but this was succeeded by low 
swampy ground, with a very difficult pass, 
and the men had to wade a considerable 
distarice in ^^eater. Immediately on leavf 
ing the swamp, it being then near three 
• o'clock^ t^ie Coipmander in Chief sentfiir 
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GenerSt! Auchmuty, fetnd asked his opinion 
about proceeding, ' He observed, that he 
had beeA deceived by his guide, that the 
ford at which he proposed to cross the 
Biochaelo, was still, by his accourit, many 
^iles off, so that there was, no chance of 
reaching it before night ; that he had se-^ 
<iured cattle for the troops, and that where 
he then was, the troops might find suffi-» 
^cient fuel to cook their provisions^ Ge- 
neral Auchmuty, knowing that the ^troops 
were Completely exhiMked, gave his opi- 
nion in fevour of halting, and as they be-- 
igdOi to maftifest signs of discontent, at his 
Suggestion, an Order was issued by the 
'Genera!, encouraging the men ti^lio their 
fluty cheerfully, The army was accord-^ 
ingly halted, and an order was sent to Co- 
lonel liiahon, who brought up the rear 
with thte artiHery, to remain with his dir* 
vision at Reduction, till he received fur^ 
^her it^structions. The position occupied 
})y the main body of the army on the night 
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Qf the 24, was about ten laUes from that; 
qI the advanced guard under General 
(Jower* 

At day light on the morning of the 3d, 
General Wbitelocke continued his march 
in the same direction as on the preceding 
day, in ord^ to turn the Riochuelo, near 
its source. The rain that had fallen duiw 
ing the night, and still continued, had 
rertdered the country which was low, and 
fiometimes swampy, nearly impassable. 
About noon the troops forded the Rioh 
chuelo, after which a march of two houro 
brought them to the Coral de Miserere, 
wheife the advaiKed guard was posted. 

It appeared that early the same morning 
pe^rties bad been detached from the latter 
to search the adjacent houi^es for provi- 
sions and arms. These parties brought 
in mpJiy prisoners who were fourjd |n the 
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houses, after throwing off their uniforms 
and concealing their arms. In the mean 
time in compliance with .orders from the 
Commander in Chief, General Gower sent 
an officer into the town with a flag of, 
truce- He was the bearer of a verbal 
$ummons to the Spanish General, re- 
quiring the surrender of the place to his 
Britannic Majesty's arms. To this, Li- 
niers, who had escaped into the town 
before day-light, replied that he could 
hold no communication with the English 
General but in writing. Accordingly, 
Captain Roach, Brigade-major to Gene- 
ral Lumley, was dispatched a second time 
witha letter, containing the terms which 
the Commander in Chief was willing to 
grant. To these proposals the Spaniards 
refused to listen ; and Captain Roach re^ 
turned with the intelligence that the enemy 
were advancing froqi the to\jrn to attack 
General Grower in his position, and that 
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the troops composing their columns werfe 
in it state of intoxication- In consequence 
of this information the advanced posts 
were reinforced, and the troops formed 
in the best order for applying the bayb*- 
net, in case the enemy should approach 
near enough to permit the use of it. The 
English piquets retired by degrees as tlie 
enemy forced in upon them in an extendi 
line, under cover of the hedges aiid igar- 
dens. They did not, however, appear ift 
aoy compact .body, and' after keeping up 
this skirmishing above two hours, they 
again retired into, the town. This affair 
was attended with some loss on the part 
of the English, and the - Spaniards suf- 
fered considerably from the fire of the 
Viflemen, numbers of them lying dead o^ 
wounded in every enclosure. 

* While the advanced guard was thus ex* 
pecting the enemy in its position. Gene- 



fal Whitelocke liiade his appearance with 
Sir Samuel Aucbmuty V and part of Co-* 
Jonel Mabon's brigade. The Comnmndcr 
in Chief, on the arrival of his coluoin, 
orated the whole to be formed ii^ pro-r 
loogfttion of the line previously occupied 
blithe brigades. of Generals Lumley mxd 
Craufurd. In this position the arm}; re* 
mainexl till the enemy had totally dkap-» 
p^tredv when the troops were marched 
to diffident cjuartei^ iti the neighbourhood^ 
whiere the . men were placed imd^ coyer. 
The advaiked' posts occupied the same 
ground as on the foriner night. 

On the 4th the troops took up the po* 
sition they had occupied the day before, 
and the same kind of skirmishing took 
place. About noon the rifle corps, hav.- 
ing expended their ammunition, General 
Xumley*s brigade was ordered to relieve 
them. TJiey ocxupied the rear of th^ 
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the iotifyii wim^ tl(e '^i^ scbtttitffied ^mf 
htiHn %1jbve>ttr» h^f «. Dutitig thi» titttfe 
■the-i^nmBrds ifoned in tlffi polls -^ tfalt 
tefty odcupled by tki 36tb tegitiaetit ; b)r 
wUchlauiVetiwnt Itejr Ibok Ube mtb op 
itfas^fidnk-and iiLtbe mr» b]^ wliiDb tbKt 
-n^iasii^-vraB 9&resily gaUed^ UU liie «he»- 
jB9&Jtr»i tdidodgdL bj^ tbe time bf «>9«> 
^oufldferlJTvfaioh.'ivks brov^t u|i igaiort 
ithsiJoMer .^evbMliey werf J^ofltoi^ SHji 
intiB^thsta to r^rti. Aboat'f<ni# b^eiock 
.thib^qng 'Oeased;' aadi at ^dvsM 'tire' <»i»* 
lriiieo»fand9(;b light drag«»iis» '7iIm> iiid 
^hittd8^>'c(ilne up frobk Rediacti«n; *to{^ 
tbe ^dvahead dutkci ; fiar tfaff ngitt. ' Tbe 
iitto^ cngtigedi-inid ^afty oftcert anl 
melx lrbundtdv4nxl'<tt^'^ral w^ >idft &nd 
ou-ldis-Aeld. ' •: i;' ; ■'. 

- t ■ ' " ■ ■ ■ ' ■ : 

The object of the ojtei&ti^iii of thb 
da^ WIS ikot Very obirious to thft. 

A, A 



^U t^vMiiCied jconsiddntfaleJoss by occu^ 
-^(j^^v;.afn . a4vaac€>d positi«nV ^ch a6- 
j^^ :a;:C0Tet|d Approach: tp. Jeht .Spa- 
^i^, who cotrld :ic6me j^t cpteaawceifrom 
-^e;iftt€i!i0p of tlig toirn anii ioailtj.these 
4tiqitets: Had. tjiftadbrataced. posts, been 
Ifirithdxavn qaq iic ^t#o:. hundred h3^snb 
mxjoK, .tb. Ui^;! jsear^ fhe. open s^aoe '.jatt' 
tufeea H^eaii-aad ti(e afeirt^ ofithe tonra 
.^■01^ iiire >g^iireQ a ^I - vieivr of Hk- apw 
4n»ap|i.)o6fn^:^ho.BiigM i^ve matvaed 
<9;<^ lb«>siiKets^ .^ld&dis|)iitidgHnBid 
•9if^trilit]» ease .hase been. oc«iiinfc4l>:.if 
.iwfcewfay,. dttOBg «he nigHt^ whaa thie 
Sfm\9r^: xtgtlaaAf:: concentrate^ ' ihek^ 
•vffMe.^Cis vithin.tbe prebincts^. 1^ Aiht 
JcutlCt'^. Hesid^, thel ii(:cupiition e^ thii 
igcsmijdicefd^ :nQt;:be<xiKie aa -ofajeet of 
importance, till it had beemdeteentaned 
to push the columns into the town, 
OKbehj tlii^ would thus: be tabled . to 
.TOtec the dje^dfi.-oClh^i'jstitsels without 
molestation. ' >. ^ 
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It had been at one time tHeTnt^ntion 
of thie commanders of' the British army 
to attack the town on the 4th at noon ; 
but on the representation of General Auchw 
muty, that, in his opinion, mid-day was 
an improper time to march through the 
Streets of a populous city, and that ther 

* troops would penetrate further without 
serious loss, if the attack were deferred 
till dawn of the following day: the su- 
perior officers acknowledged the force of 

, his*^ objections^ and the assault was ac- 
cordingly put off till the next mora-' 
ing, 

. Before we proceed to the details of the 
attack 'on Buenos Ayres, it may not be 
amiss to introduce a brief notice respect- 
ing the situation of the principal points 
against which the assault was directed, as 
wen as of the preparations that were m^e 
for the defence of the city. 



VuDguIar* firming lots abQ^t one hundred 
p9^s square, It is situated on. the Rio 
de I^ Platai fyo^, wbjb5h.it i? 3ep»raited by 
% lp\if una<jc.vipi<?4, space, ahoujt- one hvat^ 
(iredi ^)ii»f^ wide. In the centre of th«^ 
tOifn» oil the fac6 next the lavfc, is the 
9fK^» 9 ^q^are worj^, about one hundred 
|»ms op tlie extenor polygcm/ luxd ^nlce^ 
vi«h oma^l bastions. This fortress con^: 
^nfr tille i«sideece of the governor. af»d: 
otjwsr spacious Ridings, The great 
s<;^u|^sqp»tirat^.th$:castie from the to(WB, 
and is about two hundred paces in length: 
and one in breadth. The south fece 
contains the cathedral, a- lai^ edifice^ 
vith; ar lofty dome and parajiet. All the 
hovsAS in tliisc neighbourhood are Ic^, 
^4; Miirround^ with parapet* above- four 
^t.:ij«^ight; wkuch circumstances givo^ 
tfhoMt m pOKiessioa o£ the fyiCBBoi. iihim 
square a comptftei eomrnand: /olraE' the^* 
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castle. At the north-west angle of the 
town, ?ind close to the jriver, is aiM)thcr 
extensive opening, called La Plaza de los 
ToiHW, iii^ which stand* El Retire, a spa- 
cious building erected for the exhibition 
of bull-fights. Between this edi^ and 
the river are situated other largar build- 
ing? of ,brick, whichi are used for the 
purposes of an arsei»L El Retire is about 
one thousand yaifds from the castte. Ea^t- 
%:ard of the Great Square i| abotl*er open' 
space, in which ,are buirracka, and nearly 
opposite to these,, the convent and church 
of St. Domingo, the principal reHgiows 
edifice in Buenos Ayres next to the cathe- 
dral. At the eastern^ extremity of the 
town is situated an extensive structure^ 
originally designed for a royal hospital, 
and called Rasideutia. The city is about 
two mitesf Jong and one broad ; the ground 
Ewing gradually from the river to- its 
southern bouncUuy ; so that the posses-* 
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$ion of this rWge and of El Retiro gives 
the command of the whole city. 

At the time of the landing of the British 
army at Ensenada, few preparations had 
been made fo|r the immediate defence of 
the interior of the town- The Spaniards 
l^ced their chief dependence on being 
able to prevent the passage of the in- 
vaders over the bridge of the Riochuelo. 
Here they had assembled the whole of 
their disciplined force, and also their 
transportable artillery, amounting to fifty-* 
two pieces/ We have already seen what 
Bfieasures they adopted on finding that it 
was not the intention of the English ge- 
nerals to force a passage at that spot, and 
flie consternation which seized the inha- 
bitants of the city on the defeat of one^ 
of their columns by General Craufhrd*s 
division. They prepared to receive the 
En^ish as their conquerors, but the re* 
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if agranj^niovement o£ tfaiig|Bt^ allowed 
rtliem time fot re(x»U^ctioa. Their ;comr- 
manders oiidered in. the diVi^on from, the 
.bridge, witji >^hat cannon they could diAw» 
teaving the remainder in an uieless coadi*. 
Jtion. This ordnance was placed in the 
best manner for defending the atieets 
kadii^g froija the ground pccujued hy the 
assailants, and the Blaza de. los Toros^ 
where, a^ the most important poaitiont, 
their best troops were stationed. Treaaches 
were cut in the principal 6lreet8.nesptl»; 
<7i?eajt Square, and cannon platced ^ftank 
-the^i. . Other pieces were mouMeiiQtvtfai^ 
citadel to cover the approach hyUui-nvec 
besides those means of defence, .^otfaent, 
pcchaps not less efficient, were resorted 
to. The ministers of religion. so success* 
fully endeavoured to inflame the pieju^ 
dices and passions of the people, that even 
women were inspired with the general en- 
ihusiasm, and took an active pwt in re«- 
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pelling tiie 4Blftdeis.''One itmsAt was 
killed inmanV uniform; A great portion 
of the slaves, whom it had before be<^ 
deemed tmsafe to trust with arnds^ were 
«ow provided with a rude kind of pifces, 
composed of blades of knives attached to 
linig<:anes. The numbers thus employed 
iii defending the interior of the city Were 
computed at about nine thousand regu*- 
hrs, militia atid volunteers in some state 
of di»;ipliiie, and six thousand in irregular 
companies. Of these five thod^and of 
the \mi ssarksmen occupied the houseb 
HI wfaicb they were barricaded, and amply 
supplied with provisions and ammunp- 
tion; two thousand occupied £1 Eetiro 
and the vicinity, while the othei^i w«ft 
distribted in the castle to be employed as 
occasion should require. >- ■ ' ' 

It was in the face of such preparatKms, 
that four. thousand five hundred British 
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soldiers were ordered to eiit# th^ town by 
force on the morning of the 5th* of July 4 
About four o^clock the troops were under 
arms; but, owing to various delays, it 
was day-light before the different columns 
were formed at the heads of the streets 
throiigh which they were to penetrate into 
the town. Their disposition was as fol- 
lows : 



The 45th infantry - Lieut.-colonel Guard. 

The carabineers -' Li^ut.^colonel Kington. 

The light brigade, in ( Brigadier-gen. Craufuid 

two wings, under X Lieutenant-col. Pack. 

The 88th regiment iii ' CLieutenant-coi; Diiff ' . ^ 
two wings, under ^MajorYandeleur. 

The 36th regiment in C Lieutenant-c6l. Byrne 
two wings, under \ Captain Gross* 

The 5th regiment, in C Lieutenant-col. Davie 

two wings, -under ^4;he Hon. Major King . 

The 87 th regiment, in ("Sir S. Auchmuty^ 
'■" two wings, under ^ Major Miliefr' 

The 38th regiment Lieutenantrcol. Nugent. 

The 45th infantry were directed against 
the Residentia, whefe they were to main- 
tain themselves. General Cmufurd was to 
penetrate to the church of St. Boraingo, 

B B 



and to tfike possession of tbat^difice^ as 
also of tbe neighbouring houses^ in con- 
junction vith Lieutenant-colonel Pack, 
who Ifid the left wing of the light brigade, 
Whick took its two three-pounders along 
with it into the town. The 87th were or- 
cler^d to moye down the two streets to the 
Fight of £1 Iletirp> and the 38th in single 
column were to attack that building, after 
turning the left of the town. The other 
columns were to penetrate to the river, but 
they were provided with no instructions 
beyond that point. None of them were 
made acquainted with the means of com- 
municating with the others, or to what 
point to retreat in case they experienced 
too powerful a resistance, Xn a word, the 
officers were as unprovided with the neces- 
sary instructions for conducting their di- 
visions as they were ignorant of the plans 
of their chief. The columns had been or- 
dered to take with them some of their (en- 
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tr6ttchihg tools, but these we^e tittle qntAU 
fied to byercotne the obstacles Which the 
troops had to encounter. 

The men were all anxious to move for- 
ward, while darkness should contribute id 
conceal their approach ; but the sun was 
rising before some field-pieces in the cen-*' 
tre gave the signal to advance ; upon which 
the columns were immediately put in moM 
tion. Generals Whitelocke and Qowtt 
remained witk the cej^tre of the army AT 
the Coral de Miserere, and it was not till 
the morning of the 5th that Colonel Ma- 
hon received directions from the Comman- 
der-in-chief to advance with his brigade, 
amounting to about 1800 men, from Re- 
duction towards Buenos Ayres. 

To commence with the operations on 
the right, the 45th infatry, under Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Guaird, moved forward at 
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the appointed signal ii> two columns; each 
consisting of four companies. The Colo- 
nel coriimanded the right wing himself, and 
the left was under the direction of Major 
KTicolls- Having proceeded about three 
^quarters of a mile the columns met, in con^ 
sequence of the junction of the two roads 
which they had taken, and Colonel Guard, 
in conformity with his orders, was obliged 
to v^^h^ a cqnsid^rablp detour to the right ; 
5Q that h^ jdid not* reach the Resideptia, 
which post he was d:irectjed to occupy, till 
a few minutes after the left wing, which he 
found engaged in breaking open; the doors 
of that building. Having obtained pos- 
session, with biit little loss, of that exten- 
sive edifice, it was soqn crowned with the 
colours of the reginjent. Perceiving three 
houses in the vicinity ^hich it seemed ad- 
visable to possess, Colonel Guard moved 
forward with his wing, and selecting three 
qf thepi, left a company in eaqh and re- 
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turned with the grenadiers to the Resident 
tia. Hearing a considerable firing on the 
left, the Colonel directed Major Nicholls 
to make the necessary arrangements for 
maintaining himself in the Residentia, 
and marched at the h^id of his grenadiers, 
with the intention of reconnoitring the situ- 
atign of Brigadier-general Craufurd's bri- 
gade, and returning immediately to his 
post. In his progress through a street 
which led to the great square, the Colonel 
pame to a very large house which hei 
thought it prudent to occupy With a small 
detachment. An attempt was instantly 
ipa)ie to break open the door ; but finding 
it attended with difficulty, the Colonel sent 
back his adjutant, with a few file of men 
to the Residentia, to obtain the assistance 
of the tools which had been left there. 
He had scarcely returned, when Colonel 
Guard was joined by the piquet of the re- 
giment, which had missed him in the 
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morning, and had entered the town with 
the light battalion. The officer command- 
ing it brought orders from General Crau- 
fiird to charge down the street with th^ 
grenadiers supported by the piquet* Thl^ 
was accordingly done^ and for sottie time 
Colonel Guard experienced no opposition 
except from a heavy piece of ordnances 
placed at the upper end of the street. As 
he advanced, however, towards the centre 
ti the town, he found the tops of the 
hcJuses crowded with the enemy, who 
opened a smart fire of musketry upon him 
ad be passed. Having gone about half a 
mile, the increased fire rendered it ex-^ 
tremely difficult to proceed. Colonel 
Guard, therelbife, drew off his men into a 
street on the right, and seeing Colonel 
Pack approaching with a corps of the 
. light battalion towards the church of St. 
Domingo, he crossed the street to consult 
that officer on the practicability of advanc-^ 
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kig farther towards the square. The lit- 
ter informed him it would be impossible 
to reach that point without sacrificing the 
greater part of his detachment^ on which 
he returned to his men and found General 
Craufurd with several companies of light 
iflfentry and riflemen, together with a field- 
piece in the same street. Under his or* 
ders Coloniel Guard remained and conse- 
quently shared the fate of his detachment* 

After Colonel Guard's departure from 
the Residentia, the Spaniards made re-* 
peated attempts to recover that post, but 
Major, NichoUs had so well disposed of 
part of his men oa the top of the buildings, 
and sallied out so qpportimely with others, 
that he constantly repulsed them and took 
four pieces of cannon. The British co- 
lours remained flying oti the Residentia, 
uatil it was evacuated by the 45th in con*^ 
sequence of the n^otiati<»i. 
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- The 6th dragoon guards under Lieute-* 

s ' ■ 

Mat-colonel Kington advanced with the 
other columns^ but missing their way, did 
not arrive tillseven o'clock at the entrance 
of the eity, where they found two troops 
of the 9th light dragoons with two iieM- 
pieces* ^ These Colonel Kington took 
under his direction^ and for some time ad- 
vanced without the least opposition. The 
enemy then opened their iire upon the 
column, and the further it proceeded the 
more heavy and destructive it became. 
Colonel Kington having received a severe 
'Wound in the leg, and Captain Burrell 
being killed, tteir men were obliged to 
retire, leaving their commander in the 
hands of the enemy. The retreating co- 
lumn was met by Captain Foster, General 
Whitelocke*s aid-de-camp, who recom- 
inended to Captain Davenport, on whom 
the commland had devolved, to return to 
a square which.be mentioned. This was 



sourni AMVKidA. SOI 

e€eeted^ aAd'CftptMii Davtopotf Ibok p9f^r 

siti»tion. Ptedfig a ^uet^^eigbtjr B&efi 
at the fttrther V&ctrfimity df the ' B^<iaK^» 
and the two field-'piecs oppoeitxi t» tbt 
only twd aveAoei leadihg to it» he nn^n* 
tainedliiBtselftii this pott for two iMy»i 
tin be reca?<ed orders froih LaetfktnaAt^ 
colonel Brawiiford, ihe deputy: ad^ulMMrT 
geii^ral» tb evaeoate and ttgectoi ijbfo 9sfl&y 

. The rigiit win^ of >th& light \m^^t oooy' 
sistUfg of iavtt bofupaniffs oif th# light bat* 
tafioBr and foar of ' the' ^Stli/'- -making 
s^otit iire hUodred and fortf faafc and 
file, under Brig^ifff-^ii6¥«l iCrtfufurdv 
moved down the street on t^ rij^f ^>the 
church of St. Doiaiftgo. GSbetidCj^^ 
furd-iras directed to penetwibe toth^rilreri 
and^here t^'<>ac4]^f 2ikf •of ttle high biltidir 
ings asneai^ at» possible to ^the znirlc^i 

c c 



plaoe^- The .col«B(iDu«tfew'dd the Jire ^i 
geveind ig«Ri&>^ on ite left &aikV%til not siif- 
fietent 'dppo&itlon'to' acrrest its progress to 
thid banks of the river. Hece^ oti turning 
its left, itent^edan dpeh space^ -in^^liich 
it beeame di'eadfaUy exp09ed'toith»fire of 
nmsketiy' from the neighbouring. homes; 
T&e advanced party lost above hedf df jts 
lAitftber, ^nfd among the wounded was the 
J0ffioer4w;^ whom it wa^s cocmmandedl' ■ The 
enemy's fire increased and a reltbgriHie ' 
mdvement was deemed advisable ; but the 
wounded werfe' fitst coI)eci;ed tinder the 
«faeitet'Qr a wall, wjhsx^ th^y were after- 
iwarda.rem€hred into the church of St. Do-^ 
aning6,',whifhJJolir bebame iihe object Of 
ftttad&v It.wfts. above half an hour before 
»h esktraiic? could be forced. This w^ at 
kogth efiecteid by disch^^ing a field-piece 
la^ainst ;the doors. The colours ,qi', the 
^st fegimeBtj'wIki^ were fi?u|id decorat- 
iikg the iftferior of the edifice, were inr 
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etoxiHAy taken dttwp) aii<^ the> ri^ cor|>d 
witir others of the <:oIumn'imviiig forced 
their w«y to the. parapets, displayed them 
there. The Spaniards who werei oni the 
top c^ the building, retired to the, summit' 
of the dome, drawing ^krthem the-only' 
ht<|ld€r by which they could be^ followed. 
It \^as just before this ihat Generd Craun 
fufd' was 'joined by Lieutenant-colonel 
Guard with the grenadier- company of the 
45th regilraent.' The convent and church of 
St. Domingo were Situated very near to 
the- main position of the enemy, who, 
awam-of >the importance of the. post ad- 
raiiced iseveral strong corps agsUnst it. 
AbwitoitJwehre o'clock a Spanish officer with 
&'lRag-^^f truce approached the convent. 
The BrltJsb'Geiieral erroneously imagined 
ttiat Iriniiers was disposed to capitulate, 
b<lt he wais^sioon undeceived on finding that 
tiiB 6pahi2<rd was the bearer of a summcms 
tO!^tu-render>' and: was. also charged to in-» 



km hidt of lli4 fittlyie of tlie' 8tt»ek is 
dbtjusr qusvUis. This sommoais Cientxal 
Craiifttni J»eriaa|ilorily i^WJted, wid^dch 
tersuMd to talcs th« firal ooeasioii ol eoc^ 
i^imtmg bkasetf from «. aiiii«ktion ^ihme 
iM h04 ine£i$!iyoi to tl»nk it ivlt adY«IR]|le t») 
rtismn. He cona»v©^ thWt ^e ti«ii|^e|»*^ 
portUftifcy would l»e, vhtA ti» ^mm^ 
^kould afiproach ixl «»ns<E(e»ftWc R«ml>erft 
in the streets, w bw w<»n, n^M* minted wil^ 
them, , Wo«W probably be le» «x]?«yie4 ta 
the 4^tri»ctiye fife Sfom tbe sitfrounriing 
J^jH^ses^ which A^ere const^tly recetvkg 
&e$b supplies of men vA ajomuniitiKi^ 
4^ nuQUieTQas column soon advtnoM} i» tibs 
i»«eH side of the eonyeat, »fiipMe»tfy wHk 
the iotentidn of tftkii^ ft ^iwe^poswler 
iKbich w.a& in tl^e street, tMi^iHlfeh* fw?«» 
tjm narrowness of ibeentmnot, <|QU|d n^ 
ta^ brought in. General Cm<ilM isme^ 
dfi^tel}^ ordered all the iBcn ol tibc;'!^ 
cprp$ to.o3rB£ '4oim from tlie <lilSeieiit'«to^ 
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iHioitft iii/ndiid|th(ey w«r<$ .p^ce4 <>ii tht 

to e$F$uMiftte the port. Meanwhile, tli» 
8]^ftiU4i'i<d6i ln^i^ c» the point qf seicing^tiis 
giinj. w^^^^i?(^€($ with the greatest mtre-' 
pi^iy hy ColQiiei Goi^id at the head of 
hi» .greofidiers and >M^0r Trotter, ^itb 9t 
sinall par^ o£-light infinitry:. The, enemy, 
in the street gave way, but the fire from, 
tfae-faouscg. oontiguous- to the convent was 
90 d^tvuctive,, that m. two ox three mi' 
Bute* about folty men of the 45th wh(y 
kd.the ^.ttftck were kiHed or wounded. 
Among the Ibrmer was Ms^or Trptter, » 
htSkVe and accomplished soldier. He was 
piefced with- sevex^ baUs, and his loss 
dtiMped the spirits of the papty hi no sli^t 
degroe, S^itog that it was. impossible: to 
feffecK; bis fefeieat. General Crau^d or^ 
dttped thoren^indigr^^f the detachment tii> 
fMnni tot^oottvenl, which he continued- 
l!l^*4e^ad-till.Befur four o'clock. The 
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firing had by this time ceased all rounds 
and the Greneral having waited eight hour* 
without receiving either succour or or- 
ders, concluded of course that the attack 
had generally failed. He therefore called 
together the field officers of his wing, and 
after mature deliberation, they concurred 
TO the expediency of a surrender, 

» Lieutenaut-colonelPacknK>ved forward 
with the left wing of the light brigade, 
^mounting to six hundred rank and file. 
He directed Lieutenant-cojoitel .C^dogait 
to lead the rear half-up, and to advance. 
in a parallel street with himself. Scarcely 
had he approached the Franciscan church, 
when he lost, by the fire of an ictyisible 
^nd completely unassailable etiemy, aW 
most the whole of the men ccanpos^ 
ing the first division, nearly- half of tbfe 
next company, and a proportictnate mxmfr. 
ber of the others. Finding it iitxposs(ibi$» 
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to penetrate to the great square and castle^ 
the intended otyect of attack^ or to gain 
an, advatitageoUs pdsitioriT in the neighr 
]>ourhood, Cblohel Pack thouglit it right 
to desist, and idquiire :the success of Coh 
lonel Cado^n's divisioii. i.He learned thai 
the latter had been equally unfortmate^ 
imd had" even lost the gun by which it 
had ^T)eeni accompanied, every man and 
horse at it having been, killed or wounded^ 
Colonel: Pack now went to reconnoitre the 
buildings fonning the bottom of the square 
iii whidithe Jesuit's college is situated, > 
but though well acquainted with them, he 
cpuWfind no entrance; ; On retumhig to 
Cblbnel Cadogan be intimated bis intent 
tlon of proceeding to the Be^dentia, but 
the latter deprecated the idea of giving 
up the ground they had gained with so 
much loss. ; Some of tJiQ men h^d by this 
time taken possession.of some buildings to 
the . left of St. J>o]|iingo ; and General 
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Crau&ird's coluipn appesting tfl tl» head 
d a i^rrow street leading ta the bajck of 
that convent^ Colonel Pack went to con^ 
gl^t ^^h him about forther ct^^eration^i 
Ikit the enemjr having cut off, the commifr^ 
Aioatiotn between ihe two wings, he found 
it iaqpossiUe to rejoin his division, and 
mii obliged to shar^ the fate of General 
Graufiird. M;er the dq>artiBre of Colore 
ni^ Fack, Colonel Cado^m, who toiiakirf 
ed.in coounand of the left wingt cookie 
Bued to defisnd tbB post of which he ha^ 
tikeo pos^ssioii, for three hours; with 
the loos. of more than am hitndred kiUod 
and wxmndedi An office^ from the.etiemjr 
tben appeared^ with a flag of tnice. The 
firing from the top of Colonel Cadc^anfs 
post waS) consequently ordered to cease^ 
and the Spaniards availing themselves of 
this circumstance, poured^ upon it in 
stic];i, overwhelming numbers as to rencter 
uny fiirther ir^st^ce unavaili&g. He ac^ 
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eordingly surrendered with the concur-^ 
rettce of the rest of the officers. 



The right wing of the 28th was conv- 
Bianded by Lieutenant-colonel Duff, who 
was ordered by Brigadier-geaeral Lumley 
to proceed as for as he could without tOjQ 
great a sacrifice, and to endeavour to take 
possession of a church on his right. In 
getting under arms, he considered his 
force so weak, that fearful lest he should 
be unable to accomplish thb object, he 
sent to head-quarters, requesting that two 
out of the three companies which v^re 
there mi^t be sept to strengthen him. 
To his utter astonishment those two com- 
panies joined him without flints, which 
Greneral Gower had directed to betaken 
out- Colonel Duff immediately ordered 
them to procure flints from the other com- 
panies, but the.whble of theit could not 
be supplied, i So strongly was the Colonel 



prepossesi^ed With an idcd of the failure of 
the attack^ that he left the colours of the 
j'egiment at head-quarters lest they should 
be taken. In compliance \<rith the orders 
lie had received, Colonel Duff divided his 
hatfelion into two wings, each consisting 
6f about 225 rank and file. The left ad- 
Vaneed under the direction of Major Van- 
deleur, and the right -was led by Colonel 
Diiff, towards the church above mention* 
tioned. He met with rio opposition till he 
was within fifty yards of the building, 
when the enemy commenced a most tre- 
meftdous fire of musketry from the oppo^ 
site bouses. The column pushed on, 
and gained the church ; in the front of it 
was a court, the gate of which being open, 
the troops fentered ; but the <}oolrs of the 
thurfch resisted every eflbi*i tb br^k them. 
During tjiis time about thirty meh H^d 
fkiieA by the destruciive 'fiire from tho 
beighbdwing houses, ^bidi <Jbii^^i5i>^ 
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Itfodl Xhiff to evacuate this post. He now 
pushed 9Q |;hrough a heavy discharge of 
musketry till he was within one hundred 
l>j>ce!s of the soutb-west angle of tAe (P^ireat' 
Square, when.it begiame imfwwcticable t^ 
penefcrgte further. J^ipding Ahstt he h^ 
']^st about pnefthjfd ^.h^ jiittle^lvimnrj^ 
filled and wonui^ji and 4mong the finrt 
fi»er, )t^ inajor, ths' adjiKtaiBit* and assistr 
aa^t-^urgeon, CoUmel 0uff .^diled to th(^ 
left with his reraditiing fb^x:e, wfliich broke 
^Open md lenteced thiet houses, that had 
not beep ooeupiied by the enemy, but 
wyach were comnpta&ded by them froai 
those adjoining. On the tops of these 
houses he foraned his men, hut they were 
assailed.by showevs of musket balls from a 
numerous <eneiny, who kept ^ntinually 
viereasing.. The men iaUing fast, seeing 
9f> hope of receiving support, and being 
sucroimdi^ on all sides bj tfaiie or four 
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.hdndred arhied men. Colonel Duff, about 
iioon thought it prudent to surrender. 

* The left wing of the 6ftth regiment, we 
feaVe'^en^ was l^d on by Major Vandc?- 
ieur. It advanced down the street of St, 
3fedro, bfeing the second to tlie west df 
thecaistle, and as its commander had- been 
particularly enjoined to reach the river, be 
firoceiBded rapidly through the town to ac- 
complish tWs' object. He experienced no 
joppakitiou till he ^ad advanced about half 
ivay down the street ; the utmost silence 
fnrevailed, the very do^ being tied mp in 
ihe tourts. Here th^ men received some 
shots fironLtte cross streets^ and on reach* 
inglhe tliird crossing from the river, were 
^Hartked by iome cannon placed between 
4hem ^fld the Great Square: A birisk fire 
jira9.ni)W opened from the tops of the 
iiouse^, .wJbidnce the troops w^e also an^ 



%)t<>9^<I ^'^gfi^adto itiid eS^r^ai pob^ filled 
^ith a coiiilKisitioas by which several of 
them were burned ; but m the rivet- was 
lioW opening to their^viev, they paid little 
jftttentlon to these asskilaats* Two^eces 
of cannon wereals&discharged at the head 
x>f the column froto. the bottom of tte 
street,. after wbicl^-the Spaniards withdrew 
them tow^tds the Great Square, Before 
they attained the last square of building 
which ierminates the ^ turn on this side, 
the men' Wete expo^d to heavy showers 
of grape and Isbidgridge on • their right 
iiank. » They had fallen fast at the angles, 
mid one officer had already become a vic- 
tim toaMnd of firing Vhich it was not in 
their power to resists- In crossing the 
la»t stpeet, th«y met with an obstacle which 
it required their utmost exertions to sur- 
.inount. This, was a breast-work com- 
4>Qsed of bullocks' hides ntade into sack«, 
and filled with the earth from a ditth in 
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in«nt:UhtlM: trewerftssf they :«0©n jW««bJ>J(## 
trrfti', aad «frfimg^ iwtDtniHrditeb* ;§ut .^ 
nrlocli the^ ^w«r&; Jofeliged .Id j9smst\m$k 
(Other. White. .lilo«if*iJai»l«d, '»•otmBl«eny 
dtAls:£re-wBs kepiljapr&olnrtbe bouses: OB 
1»oth isuks, laad i^vtoUsrs' £tll aiJthi^'spot. 

^ whiditib^xba^bdieci <»AerfednrA^ge)G»t$ 
Jbut their ^Istftp^ioltoeBi 'xntagr. ;l»e\£iQh<^ 
fiehred vhen' tbej jiaufosd tlmtr t^jstcEtet 
^4:no outlet At ibis dnd/ blutieisniaQo^ted 
jna-ifeadant to /H ^fcH, »rtd A.«Wall il«i{}c 
JeMing .4own to itet flit, of th§. (rii^en 
^aiid. enfibided bj' .the caStle it^ltich : nosr 
opened upon Jhem'sJ^tbe diatflBceiof itvto 
diiiridred ysirtiis. .. In tiits luiestpiedbed sitniar 
■tioQ, ^Major Ysm^hur thoii^i poroper Id 
-occupy a temporwry lodgment, Jn tbebope 
of being ^uppo^ed by, erf tidmmuoitotiB^ 
with the fiplwuils rfip tiie rflanks* Wik 



difecuity 'the ttiert, with the butt ends of 
ihfeft irtuskfets, forced the entrance of an 
^ndosure about ten yards square, with 
6ne fttce open to the river, the others hav- 
itig a:low range of buildings with a slopp- 
ing roof, crowned at the crest with a pa-- 
r4pet, behind which vthe enemy in consi- 
derable numbers lay isoncealed. Major 
Vandeleur I6ft seme «ieri to guard the ea- 
trance^ but the Spaniards soott cleared 
the gateway by their eu^lafling shots from 
the bAck of the low buildings under which 
the English were sheltered. The latter 
found it impossible to get at their oppo- 
nents, or to ascend the roofs, those who 
escaped from the gateway, after violent ef- 
forts entered au unoccupied house, from 
the summit of which they expected to si- 
lence or answer the tire of the Spaniards, 
jigainst this house the latter brought a ' 
field piece to bear, from the angle near 
the breftst-work, iii the ditch ^of which 



216 . NOTES ON 

Captain Cbisholm had remained with his 
section to protect the rear of the column 
against insults from that quarter. The 
sound of this field piece alone announced 
its approach ; and fonxiing a banquette 
with the dead bodies that covered the 
bottom of the ditch, he succeeded in di- 
recting bis fire against the gun, which the 
Spaniards abandooed. They, however^ 
retinrned and dted a second shot> but were 
again repulsed by Captain Chi^hollii; 
who, being severely galled by the fire 
from the houses, found it necessary to 
shelter his men at the foot of the scarp 
of the work. The situation of the co- 
lumn was now truly alarming. No com- 
munication could be maintained between 
its detached parties, as the fate of num- 
bers shewed it to be certain death to quit 
their cover. To retreat was impracti- 
cable, and all hopes of support vanished^ 
as the sound of firing receded it)stead of 



SOUTH AMERICA. 21? 

t^proached* In this state the troops 
remained for two hours, when the enemy 
began to attempt to pierce through the 
walls and roofs. Half the division lay 
either dead or wounded, and a^ shell or 
H few grenades would have decided the 
fete of the remainder. These Major 
Vandeleur did not think himself author-* 
ized to sacrifice to no pyrpose. He there- 
fore consulted his officers, who agreed to 
leSftter into a parley with the enemy. A 
white hankerchief was hoisted as a flag 
of truce, and the Spaniards received this 
column s^s prisoners of war^ 

, This regiment having been directed 
gainst the Great Square, where the de^ 
fending force wa^ concentrated, its^ loss 
m^s necessarily proportioned to the op- 
position which it experienced. Four of* 
ficers were killed and twelve wounded; 
ftiidotH of 454 r^k and fil^tled into the 

E £ 



town, nearly 100 were killed ^nd 120 
wounded, 

, The right wing of the 36th, consisting of 
$ix companies, led by Lieutenant-colonel 
Burrie, under the directions of Brigadier-^ 
general Lumley, mpved down the streets 
of St. Nicholas. A partial firing of mu&N 
ketry was spon opened upon them in var 
xipjis directions ; but they neverthelegi? 
penetrated to the last cross street con-t 
tiguousto tlie river. The tools which 
lldid been 4^1iyered to the columns wers 
found useless fpr breaking open the .massy 
doors and windows ; but at length, by the 
Vpited efforts of the soldiers, sorpe houses 
.were forced,, and upon one pf them Crene-?' 
;ral Lumley directecl the colours of t\\^ 
36th regiment to be planted, as a signed 
and encpur^gement to the other qolumng 
;Ofthe brigade. The cross street in th^ 
year of hjis position was now enfiladed by 
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two glins from one entrSince of the Great 
Square ; the street next to the breach was, 
in Jik6 manner, enfiladed by two guns from 
that part of the square immediately under 
the castle, as also by three guns from the 
castle itself. Their fire was directed with 
great precision and eflfect against the large 
house on which the colours were flying. 
A constant and heavy fire of musketry 
was likewise poured upon the column in 
every direction from assailants who were 
completely <}oncealed by the parapets of 
the houses. In this situation General 
Lumky had been for some time, when 
he was joined by six men of the 88th, 
who informed him that almost the whole 
of their regiment were prisoners, which 
intelligence was soon confirmed by the 
Spanish colonel EUo, who came. Avith a 
flag of truce, and proposed to the Gene- 
ral to surrender. This he peremptorily 
refused. All opposition on the part of 
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the 88th regiment having ceased, the fan 
of the enemy in that quarter was noir 
wholly directed against the 36th. An at- 
tempt was made by the Spaniards to 
bring two guns into the very street dowii 
which the column had marched, and at 
the end of which General Lumleythen 
was. These, though at some distance^ 
would have completely enfiladed his posi^ 
tion in the rear, in the same manner that 
two guns, which advanced along the 
beach, were intended to do in front* 
About this period the General had order- 
ed up the left wing of the 36th regimenti 
under Captain Cross, to his support, and 
nearly at the same time Major King ap-* 
peared with the left wing of the 5th in 
his rear, at. ihe very point where the 
^n6my had assembled in great numbers, 
and were conducting the two first men- 
tioned guns, which they abandoned as he 
advantcd* Although the necessity of self- 
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d^eAQB l^itd obliged the Geiieral to alio* 
his n^en tQ coiAmcnce firing long befor;^ 
this period, yet the contest was very un- 
^^ from the first, opposed as he was 
by a numerous artillery and musketry in 
eveiy direction. The Spanish aflScers 
agaia came to propose a surrender : but 
as their manner was rude and uncourte- 
ous, ihe,:G^n^^l rccomniended them to 
retire without delay* Colonel Elio «ooii^ 
afterwajds appeared a second time, with 
authority from laniers to require an un- 
Mnditional: surrender within a quarter of 
an hoiir ; but General Lumley was a^n 
equally peremptory ia his refusal. Dur- 
ing these conferences with the Spanish 
officersf/numhejrs of the enemy, either in- 
toxicated with liquor or their success, or 
perimps both, had rushed forward under 
the idea; of taking prisoners and disarm- 
11^ thdr opponents ; a temerity for which 
iaaioy of thena paid with their lives. 



a22t KOTES Olf - 

The smrts on the beach had likewise heert 
<x>usiderably advanced, and were covered 
by about 300 Spaniards. Sensible of 
the. serious annoyance which these guns 
were likely to give to the column in any 
subsequent operations, the gallant Lieu-» 
tenant-colonel Burne, with General Lum- 
ley*s , permission, put himself at the head- 
of a detachment of about 50 men, charg- 
^^ the enemy ; and,, notwithstanding 
^i^ir great superiority in numbers, drove 
them xjijder the walls of the castle, an<i 
spiked the guns. He then nought shel^ 
t?E under a low liouse and garden hedge 
from . the heavy fire which was opened 
upon him from the fort- About this time 
tl)e General received information, that 
Sir Samuel Auchmuty was in. possession 
of the Plaza de los Tpros, and that he re- 
commended to General Lumley to retire 
along tlie be^^cb* and to joiivhim on the 
heights .of Retiro. Having been.engaged 
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above «xrhours in^ ft-pwst urteqiml- cpn-t 
test, in wWoh he had. lost a c6iisider-; 
able number of officers and men ; having 
expended all his ammunition ; being for*^ 
bidden by his instructions to advance 
against the Castle and Great Square, and 
sensible that before long ;he must be com-i* 
^Ietely_ surrounded and overpowered irjr 
numbers, Jhe General thought it advisable 
%Q fail back and reinforce Sir'SarauSl 
Auchmuty with the remaini of the 5t& 
^nd 36th regiments.'^ He accordingly: re*- 
tired along the beach, still exposedcto'd 
Ij^avy fijre from the castle, and with somtr 
additional loss joined Sir Samui&rS' div» 
sion in the Plaza de los Toros, whither he 
^a^ followed'by Colonel Bijme with Kis 
little detachment, 

The right wing of the 5th regiment, 
forming part of the brigade undpr Sir 
3amuel Auchmuty, penetrated without 



(op^|)6sJtioji t6 the threr. Lieuteimnt^o* 
lonel Davie, who commanded it,- imme* . 
diately posted a part of the column on 
the tops of the houses in the square 
searest the river, and placed troops at the 
different angles of the streets intersecting 
€ach other. Soou afterwards, in conjunc- 
tion with two companies of the left wing; 
he took possession of the church of Santa 
Catalina, which position he maintaine4 
for several hours, till h^ received dii^ec- 
tions from General Lumley to advance ttt 
kis support. He ac<?ordingly left the 
church and joined the General, wIjo|h h^ 
accorapg^nied to the Retiro, 

Ma^or King led on the left wing of the 
^th, which likewise reached the river • 
without opposition. |n its way the 
pnemy had abandoned to it four pieces 
of cannon, with which they appeared ta 
be retreating from the left, hanng^Fevi-» 
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ettdy spiked the giins, and short Hm horsei 
fhdt drew thtoi- The coJuirio haviBg 
gained the mer, begaft to be airtoyed by 
the etiemj*s fife* A hbuse^ -W»S soon 
bpok^ti opeOi and the i>eginiental colourt 
of the 5tb were displayed lipon it. Ma^ 
joT King then detached partiefe ta takd 
possession of several adjacent houses atid 
i^ church. By this time a very galling fir^ 
commenced frotn the Plaza de los Toros(> 
i^hdofe commanded his post, bnt bcftween 
ftirie and fen it ^dased, and tbe^Britiish 
colours were seen flying upon the Plapm; 
4^^b6iit noon a French colour wais dis6o-» 
y^red -in a house to the right which thi 
jhta e:s:pre$sed a sik>ng desire tc^ take* 
The Major, leaviiig^jt small party to pto^ 
teet the woubded and guard ■ tfee pri- 
itone^Sy many of Whom had been brought 
in- by his detached parties, advanced to^ 
war<te this house, but received so heav^^ 
a fird> that he thought it necessary tQ 

F F 
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break open one on the left, into the court- 
yard o( which, he directed his wounded 
srien to be brouglrt. Two attempts weve 
made to gain the ./object of attack, bul 
the Major found the offensive and defen^ 
sive^meluis of the enemy so superior to 
hk own that he was obliged to retire. 
Aware of the impossibility of maintaining 
hi$ pcfsition, he sent off the wounded and 
retired to a street where he found a de-r 
tachment of the 36th. A body of the 
enemy was now seen advancing from the 
vpper end of the street, headed by an oflS- 
cer with a white handkerchief, denotiiig 
that he had suri^dered himself and party 
as j^soners of war. He ^ve.up his sword> 
but his men refusing to lay down their 
arms, and proceeding ts> acts of ^lence» 
JVfajor King ordered his troops to chargei 
on which the Spaniards fled» leaving a foHT 
killed behind them. Soon after thi^ tH« 
Major received directions from Genorai 
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Lumley to form a junction with the right 
wing of the 5th, and to retire to the 
PIa» de los Toros, which he immediately 
obeyed. 

It has already been observed, tlutt the 
87th regiment was to penetrate through 
the town by the two streets on the right 
of El Retiro, but by some mistake in the 
sketch of the town, maricing the routes 
of the different columns, they were con- 
ducted through those leading directly 
to the Plaza de los Toros. The right 
wing, headed by Brigadier^general Sir 
Samuel Auchmuty and Lieutenant-colo- 
lonel Sir Edward Butler, advanced a con<^ 
siderable distance without opposition, 
when it became exposed to the heavy dis- 
charge of guns which enfiladed it, mid 
which levelled the leading sections with 
the ground. The column, however, stiU 
pushed on^ when a very heavy fire of mus-* 
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j/iBtry fp^ned upon it frpm th« B^ti^^o, 
which cDn^iiie4 »bpiut lOOQ mehr Th# 
column wa$ £br some time e^po^4 t<) thif 
fire ; the rep-r, ep.ger tp advance, Ij^iiewis^ 
pommenced firing, which rendered the si- 
|^j.tion of tji^ose in front stiU more diin- 
geroHf.. At\&ngth. it begp,n to wayer an4 
/gU \)^k. j^t this iponient Colonel Bv»t*- 
IffT md, otjier officers, ^-U of whofn bc« 
Jiaye4 with the utmost gallafitry, used 
fvery .ej/^tjpn to, stop the men, and to in* 
^ducie t\^e^i f.q follow Sir Saniuel Auch^ 
fl»¥ity» F^o vas attempting to force tlie 
Jiodgp^ pn the rjght* Jn this they sucx 
peeded, iipd the column,, inolinjng in the 
game (J^f^Ption* penetrated jn^o the mxt 
P^f^Uel 5tf/eet which led to th^ river. In 
>dvapcing, t]^cwf^ wer^ fortupfttely.^hflr 
Jkfspd fya^ the fire of the ]R.et4rp, whji<sh 
ip^s stftU ??©iy he&yy, jpiy a deep iT^terr 
Ijft^jrsp owning through the widdle of 
tjie s|^eet.' Oji ' re^^iing, ^^e pfer tjif 



Qa^mv^A took po»B€ssidix:Of a kkTg* boiWe, 
and cplLeQt^ tlj^renjaitis of his own co* 
kimu, and alsQ pf the left cplumn of 
the regiment which bad likewise been 
led to the front of the Pla^a de los Taros, 
and after suffering equally, if not more s«- 
Terely than the right, had been obliged to 
pursue the same courseand to join the lat^ 
ter. During this service, the regiment 
killed great numbers of the enemy, and 
took about one hundred prisoners with 
three field pieces. General Auchmuty, 
npw seeing the colours of the 5th regi- 
ment on the convent Qf St. Catalina, and 
knowing that he was secure on the right, 
s^nt detached pwties to his rear to clpar 
the. houses on the heights which looked 
down upon his post and from which tha 
Qpeniy were firing. , Meanwhile a firing on 
the left announced the approach of the 
33tfhj ^nd soon afterwards the height* if^ 
tj^ re%? w^r^ §vagiiiali€d by the enepay. 



While the Sfth regiment was thus en* 
gaged, the 38th had moved ciown to the 
left of El Retiro, and inclining to the 
right, arrived at the north-west angle of 
Plaza de los Toros, where the enemy^s ar- 
' tillery opened upon them. The effects of 
its fire were so destructive that Colonel 
Nugent relinquished the attempt to ad- 
vance in that direction ; but a detachment 
in the rear was sent to take possession of a 
large house situated on the edge of the 
cliiOf, looking to the river, and occupied 
by the enemy, in order to silence their 
guns, and turn their right flank. These 
men, having first occupied the house, sal- 
lied otit by a back door, and possessed 
themselves of the fort and barracks of the 
BetirO. The artillery which opposed the 
advance of the regiment, being thus taken 
in flank, the Spaniards abandoned their 
guns ; the men who worked them fled in- 
to th« neighbouring houses where they fel} 
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yi€t«i»*t^ thfe li»ry"o^4he Englisb; The 
enemy had spiked all their . guns but one 
twelve pounder, tJiStt was immediately 
turned on the Ket:irp, ^hich contained a 
large body of their best troops, who kept 
up a smart fire of musketry through the 
arched openings.. From these they were, 
nevertheless, soon driven, and the 87th, 
who had recbnjioitred the operations of 
the 38th,^ ipMiiediately joined them iathe 
attack oi^>th^::RetirOj and which now be-t* 
(^me so^warm that the Sjlaniards, dneading 
tiie fate of their companions -who were 
bayoneted in the neighbouring houses; 
immediately displayed^ a white handker- 
chief, and surrendered at discretion. IJuiy 
ing the cannonade a^ gredt number had 
escaped from the building into the town : 
four hundred were made prisoners ; thirty- 
two pieces of artillery were taken, and a 
great quantity of military stores was 
Ibund in the arsenal. The total number 



of prisQOMts taken hfGeMnA AMmtttfi 
brigade aeaocintcrd to 700. Tbet6$softb^ 
87tb fe^fiMnt dti €^is cxScaskm ivat^ e6n-» 
»ict(»abk, both ittoffiddrs tod tA^ii, &s the;^ 
had beei^ exp6S^ t& hesity indtlose 4is^ 
charts of pieces o# ki^gie calilwe, }o«Adftd 
with laagridge and gFape. 

. • AbotitiBoon: the fitnlg had fieaUfcefi^ 
inl.all -qnattienu TUe BritisJa^ tK^ps ti^-^ 
mutined ib^ostessioa of the two p66^ 
BganMt xi^di tbeir <iffeii^ ^li!Hikl Kavi^ 
been a^60edir«bttHlae this period, tkae-i», 
the Retii:^ and JResMentia, whiek vi^ 
bdtb gained witb a trifiiAg los^ tbmpknA 
wkfr tha* sustained in either respects.-^ 
Above seventy ofllcers and one tKousand 
men were' killed or badly wounded ^ «nd 
T>ne hundred and twenty officers and fifteett 
hundred rank and fiile were taken pri- 
soners. Nearly the whole of this loss wa« 
incurred at those points where there was ' 
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IftO possibility of sucjcess lA the lincon* 
i^pctedftud unMipported manner in whi^h 
the attach* were made, t'he whote iium- 
hcT pf Spanish prisoners ia the hands <^ 
th^ English was about one thousand. The 
British officers taken with theditfereat di* 
visions were marched as th^ surrendered, 
to the castle, M'here they experienced a 
polite recqf)tfcott from Gene^il Liniers and 
Bftlbi^ni. The >abMe, however, were 
less courteous ; several of them even le^ 
V^ed their fire arms at the English, and 
it. required the exertions t>f the Spanish 
geattemen, by .whom they wei« escortedi 
to prptBct them from insult. The pri^ 
V»tes wm« distributed infto various pri- 
ons* 



.. J 



For some days the Keet had been lying 
opposite to Buenos Ayres, but was entirely 
ignoraat o£ the operatSoUs on shore. The 
larger ships could not approach nearer 
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than five or six miles. • The firing, on th8 
morning of the . 5th, announced the at- 
tack on the town, and on observing the 
British colours flying on the Re tiro, the 
small armed vessels stood close in, and 
opened a communication, bringing on 
shore refreshments for the troops. 

Generals Whitfelocke and Gower re- 
mained during the whole of the 5th^ with 
the reserve in the same position at the Co- 
ral de Miserere, which they had occupied 
the preceding day. Colonel Mahon, with 
his division of the army, was still at Re- 
duction on the morning of the 5th> when 
he received an order from the Commander 
in Chief to advance ; and it was not till 
the evening of the 6th that he arrived at 
head quarters 

Here General Whitelocke remained dur-*- 
ing the whole of the attack without at-^ 
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tempting to open any communication w^th 
the columns engaged in it. Some officers 
were sent to procure information respect- 
ing their operations. Captain Whitting- 
ham, who was dispatched to the Plaza de 
losToros, made him acquainted with the 
success of Sir Samuel Auchmuty's divi- 
sion, but of the fate of the columns on the 
right he was totally ignorant tijl the. next 
day. 
*. ■ ' ' ' '■ 

On the morning of the 6th, a letter a:d- 
dressed by General Liniers to the com- 
mander of the forces, was received at Sir 
Samuel Auchmuty's out-posts, with a mes- 
sage to this effect, that he should abstain 
from hostilities tillnoon, waiting for the Gis- 
neral's answer, pro videdlhe English would 
do the same. General Auchmuty replied 
that he should send the letter to the Com- 
mander iti Chief, and should abstain from 
firing upon the town, if he remained i|n-. 
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^li^teftedi but that he had no authority 
over the other pogta of the army. The. 
letter he accordingly forwarded to Gene-.. 
r^ Whitdocke. It was a$ followjs : m 



. ; ,The same sentiments of humanity whjdi^ 
indup^d your Excellency to propose to m^ 
tp capitulate, l^ad me now, thdt I am fully 
acquainted with your force, that I have 
taken 80 officers and upwards of 1000 menj^ 
aad killed.more than double that nupjber, 
without your having reached the centre ot 
my position ; the same »s^timents, I say, 
lead me, in order to avoi4 a further effu-ii 
sion of blood, and ta give your Excel- 
lency a fresh proof of Spanish generosity^^ 
to offer to your Excellency, that, if you 
choQsie to re-embark with the remainder 
of your army, to evaquate Monte Video 
and the whole of the river Plata, leaving 
me hostages for the execution of the treaty. 
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I will not oi^ly return all the prisoner* 
which I have now made, but also all those 
which were takeii froupi^General Beresford* 
At the sama time,! think it necessary to 
state, that if your Excellency does not 
^.ccept this offer, I cannot answer for the 
safety of the prisoners, as my tro^pj ?«rc 
.so infinitely ex^perated : against;, them ; 
and the more, so as three of my aids-de- 
"qamp have been wounded bearing flags of 
truce; mid; for this reason:! send your 
Excellency this letter by an English offi- 
cer, and shall wait fcwr yoiir answer one 
hour« ; i 

Buenos AyreSy 5th July, 1807. 

(At five o'clock in the evening-) 

On the receipt of this letter General 
Whitelocke, leaving Lieutenant-colonel 
Bradford in the command of the column, 
proceeded with Major-geneml Gower and 
all the other staff oiBcers to the Plaza de 
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los Toros, where he consulted Sir Samuel 
Auchmuty on the propriety of accepting 
the terms proposed by the Spanish Oene- 
raL On considering all the circumstances 
of the case. Sir Samuel gave it as his opi- 
Bion that those terms ought to be acceded 
to; if no better could be obtained. The 
foifowing answer was accordingly returned : 

Head^quarters^ 6th Jult^^ ISO^.^ 
' / Sir, .._•-:. ^. : ■ '''- 

I have the hoiiour to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter. You do me no 
more than justice in believing that wl^at- 
ever advances the cause of humanity would 
be grateful to me ; and theriefore as, from 
the extent of the action of yesterday, the 
wounded on both sides are dispersed over 
a considerable space of ground, I would 
propose that there should be a truce for 
four and twenty hours, that each might 
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cpUect Uiose. dispersed on the liaes of a^ 
proach of the different columns* 

The ground on which the armies now 
stand to be the Ime of demarcation, and 
each to bring the wounded of the other 
to deliver them to the respective out- 
posts- 

As to the idea of surrendering the ad- 
vantages which this army has gained, it is 
quite inadmissible, having also taken many 
prisoners, captured a quantity of artillery 
with all its stores, and gained both its 
flanks. I leave to your caridout the re- 
lative situation of the two armies, 

I have to lament the circumstance of 
your aids-de-camp having been wounded i 
I cannot account* for it otherwise than by 
attributing it to those mistakes which of- 
ten occur at the commencement of hbsti- 
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liti^S. tBhall take care that nothing 6? 
Ifche kind shall happen for the future, but 
I have to remark that my aid-de-cam^ 
>v?is fired at, the whole of the way of hil^ 
Approach to your lines 6n the 4th instant, 
when I sent him with a flag of truce . . . 

3. WHITELOCRfii^ 

General tjiniers^ Sfci S(c. S(e. 

This letter Was transmitted to tbe Spa^ 
hish cQiAraander by Captain Brown, ti»e^ 
heral Whitelocke^s aid-de-camp. 

it would appear that^ previo^is to tbd 
Correspondence, fortber operations Jigainsl 
the town had been planned by the naval 
land military cdmmandersi as orders Were 
given to land battering qanncai^ arid oh 
the morning of the 6t^i the gUn brigs took 
up a position under the pier forbombaiti**' 
ing the tastle and neighbourhood. About 
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neoa the giiBi^boats openecL against th^ 
cattle; f roin w|iich some heavy pieces wer^ 
difeeted iipou them. The cannonading^ 
continued with^t doV^g much damage ox\ 
tiithferside, tbrep,<tf four s|)ots gnly havn 
rog struck the €a$Jlei^ one of. w^ felli;^ 
th^ Getteral's ropw.. , The cpw^iyiication 
bfeiweea the ti»:o Generals |mt.: a stop tq 
this bosabard^ie^^tk which se^ip^ to cause 
no Uttk consteffiatioB etmpngthe Spar 
iBards. Iftdeodi^Jifwi it l>een, continued^ 
«dd had GefiejftJ Wljitelocjce, follo\?in§ th^ 
suggestions of tM Pacers of artillery and 
engineers, erected batteries, for which 
there, was evi^ry fiicility, the fate of the 
totra would soon have been decided. Ca^ 
tain Fraser of the artillery, immediatd^ 
4>ft arriving at the Plaza de los Tojros^ wit|i 
Giener^ Whitelocke^ went down to re- 
twmoitre loward^ the banks of the river. 
While thusemployed^ the jpeneral requii;- 
jed hia attendance at the J^etiro> and ia« 

H H 
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quired what power he possessed o^ er*cfei 
in§ batteries againsft the city? Having 
examined the arsenal. Captain Fraset *e- 
turned for answer, that there was abiind^ 
ance of ammunition and stores, and he 
would pledge himself that by the next 
jnoming between twenty and thirty piecei 
of cannon should play Upon the town. It 
has been pretended that this measure wai 
not adopted, and that the bombardment 
pf the town was countermanded in cohse^ 
quence pf a threat qu the part of tl» 
enemy, that the lives of the English pri- 
soners should answer for the consequences* 
We are assured, however, by one of the 
English officers who was then confined in 
the castle, and who was in constant 
conversation with the Spanish aid-de^ 
camp; and other persons of high rank, 
that not a faint pf this nature was ever 
dropped before them ; but that their per* 
sonal safe^ w?js pledgcci to them on the 



strortgest assumnc^, whatever imgbt be. 
the result of any further l^ostilities. , 

Huirianity^ it would appear^ was nierely^ 
a cloak employed by General Whitelockfe 
to disguise the most palpable imbecility. 
Instead of availing himself of any of the 
9ie?w§ which he still possessed, he dis* 
patched Major-general Gower, in the af* 
ternoon of the 6th, to General Liniers with 
the following letter ; 

Piaza de los Toros, Juhf 6, 1807- , 
Sir, 
r I have the honour to state to you^ thati 
when I received your letter I was just setr- 
ting off for this place ; and presume tyjr 
the re-commeucement of your fipe of ar- 
tillery, that you are not disposed to agree 
to the cessation of arms which I pro^ 
posed. 
Feeling so sensibly as.I do for th^sufr 
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ferings of -the unfortunate men who, hav- 
ing been wounded, may want relief, I pro- 
pose to you that all firing shall cease, while 

I send a;n officer to you of rank, Maj6r- 
^neral Levison Gowcr, who 'will explain 

the terms on which I propose to meel the 

views expresi^d in your letter, 

John Whitelocke. 

About three o^clock General Gowerar-^ 
rived at the castle, and conformably with 
the instructions he had received from the 
CxHnmander in Chief, opened a negotiation 
with General Liniers. A cessation of hos- 
tilities till tife liext day at noon was agreed 
Qpon, and the interval was employed in 
arranging ^definitive treaty, the conditions 
of which W^re the following : 

I. There shall be. from this time a ciessa-- 
tion of hostilities on both sides of the 
river Plata; / 
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. II. Th<i; troops of. his Britannic Ma- 
jesty sh»tt;«)etain for the period of twa 
months the fortre$g w>4 place of Monte 
Video, *qd. as a neutral country, there 
sbaU.be Consideareda line drawn from. San 
Carlos on the west, to Pando on the east ; 
and thei'e shall not be, pn any part x^f. that 
line, hostilities committed on any side^ 
the neutrality being understood Only that 
tlip indi.vidMals of bath: juations may liva 
freely under; their respective law$^ the 
Spanish subjects being judged by theirs, 
ands the English by those of their nation, 

in. There shall be on both Sidiesa„mu- 
tual restitution of prisoners, including not 
only those which have been taken «iace 
the arrival of the troops under Lieutenant- 
general Whitelocke, but also all those of 
his Brit^imic Maj^st^r's .subjects captured 
in South America since the commencement 
of the war. 
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IV* That fop the promptest dispatch of 
the vessels and troops of his Britaimic Ma-* 
jes^, there shall be no impediment thrownr 
in thie way of the suppl'fes of provision* 
which may be requested for Monte Video^ 

V* A period of ten days from this time 
is given for the re-embarkation of his Bri- 
tauinic Majesty's troops, to pass to the 
north iside of the river La Plata, with the 
arms which may actually be in their power, 
stores and equipage, at the most conve^ 
nient points which may be selected, and 
during this time provisions may be sold 
to them. 

VI. That at the time of the delivery of 
the place and fortress of Monte Video, 
which shall take plac^ at the end of the 
two months fixed ih the second article, 
the delivery will be made in the terms it 
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•was found, and with the artUlery it had 
\Vhen it was taken. 



VII. Three, officers of rank shall be de- 
livered fori and until the fulfilment of the 
above articles by both parties, it, being 
well understood that his Britannic Ma- 
jesty *s officers,, who Ixave been on their 
parole, cannot serve against South Ame- 
rica until th^ir arrival in Europe* 

Done at the Fort of Buenos Ayres, the 
7th day of July, 1807, signing two of one 
^nor. 

John Wjiitej^oci^e, 
Lieut. Gen. Commanding. 

George Muruay, 
Rear Adm. Commanding. 

Santiago Liniers. 
CfisAR Balbiani. 
Bernardo Velascos, 
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The British x^ommiander h«d demanded 
four months for the evacuatian of South 
America, but Liniers absolutely refused a 
longer term than two- He likewise en-^ 
deavouited to open the port of Buenos 
Ayreis, for the English merchants at 
Monte* Vidcfo-during^ the period flowed 
for the; evacuation^ but this was strongly 
resiafted; ^^ i>eing contrary to: the laws of 
Spain for the ^vetffiment of her AaaerJ-* 
can colonies. 

In fulfilment of the terms of the treaty, 
the English officers were, on the 8tH 
escorted from the castle to the Re tiro. 
On their way they beheld tl^e naelancholy 
spectacle presented by a heap of their 
brave followers, who had fallen in the 
streets of St.' Pedro, stripped perfectly 
nailed; and thrown together on the beach.^ 
The Spanish officers returned with all 
tjieir countrynjen in the hands of the 
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English ; and next day the whole exchange 
Svas effected, with the exception of such 
of the wounded as could not be moved 
with safety. 

The embarkation of the troops now im- 
mediately commenced. The smaller ves-^ 
sels cohveyed them out to the transports, 
which could not approach within four or 
five miles of the shore ; and many of the 
wounded were taken in at the pier. This 
lousiness occupied several days, in which 
interval, owing to the temptations held 
out to the men, many desertions took 
place ; but Liniers being informed of the 
circumstance, gave up as many of th6 fu-- 
gitives as could be secured, 4.£ noon, on 
the 13th, the fleet got under way, and 
in the evening of the following day arrived 
?tt Monte Video. 

On the 10th of July, the Saracen sloop 
I I 



of war saitecj for Englgtpd with 4ispatGhes^ 
^nd hf^ying pn IpiOBxd Bjrigadier-generals 
Sir Samy^ ^-WPh^^^Vlty ^R^ Cf aufurd. Pre- 
parations were made for the depai;'ture of 
those troops who could not take an active ' 
p^rt: ji^ ifl\e war before their rptuf n to |l»g- 
lan4- These w^re, the light brigade and 
tji^ ^ptli rpgimen^. The 47th and 87tb, 
haying be^ cptnpleted wit]i draughts from 
tlie 4^fferent corps, sailed pi^ the ist of 
^i||[ust/ :^r the Cape of Gooc^ Hope, 
^Jj^ijl^p j^p bie cpnyeyed to, India. 

.^ |t was, t^e ?4th of July before the ^e- 
t^ch|[^ent5 under Bri^^d|iei^-generaJ[ Auck- 
land, intended to act under General 

" ' • . - t^ ^ 

^hi^elpfHfi arrived,^ ^fter a passage of 
^w^ty A^eel^s, at Mpnt^ Videp.. Tl^ey ha4 
^^^perienced much severe weather^ andjiacl^ 
only one week's provision re^n^i^nipg. 

The British hostages for the fulfilment 



Of ih6 tf^t^ Md been left ati fiufeto 
Ayt^i ijeibfe tHe re-embalfkatioii ; dnd 
those given by the Spaniards reached- 
Monfe Video on the 31st of Jifly, at- 
tended by a very numerous suite. 

On {he 8tR of August, the' tfarispo^ts, 
seventeen in riumbeif , having 6ri fcWr d th^ 
9th atid :gOth light dragobhs, fh^ ri£[6 
corps, and S&th regiment got tin(fer 
way, and stood up the rivfer to takef in 
fresh water foi* the homeward bound voy- 
age. Tfiis business Ijfeing acc6ifip!ished« 
ilie fleet agai6 sailed undet conVOy of the' 
tJnicorh and Thisbe frigates, and ai tlr^ 
begiiinihg of ifTovember arrived in En^- 
tand. The remainder of the tiin^6^ 
and riierchahtmen left Monte" Vidied' bin 
the 9th of September, on' which day tHtf 
evacuation w^ carried itato effect; hdvin^ 
been -prevented cfii the 7tli ^d Sth by ibd 
unfavohrable weither. The! M^dii»£fi-« 
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gate, which convoyed • them down the 
river Plata^ brought home Lieutenant- 
general Whitelocke and staff, who arrived 
on the 7th of November at Spithead. 

Thus terminated an expedition from 
which so much had. been. expected by the 
British nation, whose governnaent had 
spared no expenqe in appointing and 
transporting 'an army calculated to ensure 
success. This disappointment (to use the 
emphatic, language of a high public cha- 
racter), has Jjeen cruelly embittered by the 
disgrace which such a failure, under all its 
circumstances, has attached to the Bri- 
tish aymsy The diminution of ourmili- 
tary fame, must be , felt at all times ^s a 
^at national calamity,, but at no period 
§0; severely as in this crisis of the world, 
wjbeapurjniyitary pbat^cter has become 
gore^sseB^aJ^ than^pyer, not merely^ for 
Qu« hprnuirror j>«r dory, but for the in- 
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dependencci the liberties, and the exist- 
eiice of Great Britain. It is, however, a 
great consolation that whatever may be 
the stain Avhich our military renown has 
received, the conduct of the troops has 
had no share in producing it. The more 
the attack of the 5th of July is examined, 
the more clearly it will be found that no 
troops ever showed more courage ; that 
no ofl&cers, with one exception^ ever dis- 
played more zeal, more conduct, more 
devotion of thenxselves to the common 
cause in the course of the most triumphant- 
engagement than was displayed by the 
British officers through the whole of that 
destructive day* 

The result of the recent and minute in- 
vestigation of the conduct of the officer 
to whom the chief command of the Bri- 
tish army in South America was entrusted, 
is too fresh in the recollection of every 
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re4d6f t6 feqtlire Any i-^atfiltuldtlott het^. 
Suffice it, th^rtfore, to crtjserv^, that it 
lias pmved in the most decisive iijafcrin6f to 
yifhht c&tis6 the disastrous tertriirifttion at 
the contest in that ^narter, ought to bfe' 
Attributed ; aiid shevlrti hol^ easf the iltt- 
fceeility of at Coittmahder destitute of skiil 
to forih judicious ^aftgeMent^, stiid o/ 
enetgf and i:eal to ciartfy them nlto strfct 
cx^tutioti, may couhtieiUct all the 6ffed: of 
the utmost eirtfiusrastft aM intrepidity is> 
iis inferiors. . 
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APPENDIX 

BIOaHAPHICAL ANECPOTES. 



SIR HOME POPHAM. 

Sir HoMis Popham wj^s born in 176?, at Te- 
tuaji on the coast of Morqccb, at -which port his 
father was consul. His mother died in child* 
birth of him. Her death was opca^ioned by the 
circumstance of Admiral Geli's firing a salut^ 
at a period when the ^nemy was expected. She 
liad a very numerous progeny, he being the 
twenty-first child/ but out of this number only 
Sii*. Home and his eldest brother. General Pop- 
ham, are now living. 

He was indebted for his education to Mr. Ste- 
phen Popham, of Madras, who ws^s eminent for 
his talents in the law. When very young, he 
was sient to Westminster school, and on account 
of the extraordinary progress he had made in his 
studies, was admitted at the early a^e of thirteen 
years into the university of Cambridge. He had 
previously made one or two short trips to sea ; 
|iut did not finally embrace the naval service 
till he had been twelve months at the univer j 
sity. 

Mr. Popham commenced his career as a sea- 
man under the auspices of the late Commodore 
1?^oq9|ic[Qnj^ who acted the part of father, of in* 
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strucfor, and of protector to Ws boyish years. It 
is believed^ tbat be was first employed under that 
officer on the hQuie^tion ; ,tbat at the defeat of 
the Spanish squadron commanded by Langara> 
in June 1778^ be was in th^ Hyasna, a repeating 
frigate^, ajid that he cootitinyed Jn the same ship 
tiU sba -Svas paid off'iat A^ begtrHung of ?782. 

Towards the cU)se of the American war, Mr. 
Popljam attained the rank oflieutenant, but the 
peace which enBUcd left him without fortune and 
without employment. Under these circumsta.npes 
J^is atteritiop was directed towards the IjJ^^t In-x 
dies; where his eldest brother had already distin- 

guished bipiself. He accordingly repaiired thi-» 
ier> and visited most partfe of India*. His talent3 
for marine .isurveying, in which he is not excelled, 
by any oflpcer in the British service^ procured his 
appointment^ at thp special recommendation of 
liord Cornwallis;, as o^e of a committee in 1788^1 
to survey New HarbbuF in the river Hoogly, 
which b^dv been represented as a proper place 
for a dock-yard. 

In 1791, Lieutenant Popham commanded a 
country ship in India, and being bound from 
JSengal to Bombay, during a very tempestuous 
mon$oon^ he was obliged to bear up for the 
Straits of Malacca, and anchor at Pulo Penang,, 
now called Prince of Wales's Island. This event 
ied*to the discovery of the southern passage, or 
outlet, whifch had not before been e^'^plored, a 
discovery which obtained him a letter of thanks 
from the government. 

The letter of thanks was not the only com- 
pe/isation which Lieutenant Popham received for 
this service. A piece of plate was pr6se'nted hitti 
in the name of the Governor-general in council i 
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and the court of directors, on receivipg thd iil* 
telligence, recommended him, in very strongf 
terms, to the board of Admiralty. 

Lieutenant Popham's survey of the south chan* 
nel afforded him employment for some time. Th6 
company's ships which passed through it, were 
enabled to save considerable time, and three of 
their commanders. Captains Lawrie, Reid, and 
M'Intosh, in a letter dated from Canton, Novem- 
ber 13, 1792, signified their wish to present him 
with a piece of plate in their own names, and 
those of others sailing from Bombay, j^eacon^ 
were first placed along it for the direction of 
mariners, and these were afterwards replaced by 
buoys. 

After acting for some years as.jl free trader in 
the east. Lieutenant Popham was appointed t6 
the command of the Etrusco, an Imperial East 
Indiaman. This vessel, on her return from Ben-* 
gal to Ostend, was seized, and made prize of by 
an English frigate, a considerable part of ih6. 
property on board being supposed to belong io 
British subjects. On this occasion her com-* 
mander was a considerable loser, but it was pro-^ 
bably to this apparently untoward circumstance 
that he was indebted for his subsequent advance- 
ment and success in the service of his country. 

The war with France was now commencing> 
Itnd in the early part of it Lieutenant Popham 
was attached, with a party of seamen under his 
orders, to the army commanded by the Duke of 
York in Flanders and Holland. The first ser- 
vice in which he was employed was, to assist in 
the defence of Nieuport against the French. At 
this time, abput the month of November, 1793, 
he conceived the idea of -arming the fisbermeu 
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of Flanders in defence of their own towns; and 
the plan being -approved by the Duke of York^ 
he formed a regular corps, which was placed un- 
der his command ; and to their utility many dis- 
tinguished officers bore the amplest testimony. . 
In November, 1794, General Pichegru having 
taken Crevccoeur, Venloo, and Maestricht, pro- 

, ceeded with a powerful army to lay siege to 
Nimeguen. This city was not only defended by 
a numerous garrison, but the Duke of York was 
able at any tinie to throw in supplies from his 

* camp at Arnheim. As it was evident that the 
placQ could not be taken till all intercourse with 
the English troops was cut off, • the enemy im- 
mediately erected two strong batteries to the 
right and l^ft of the line of defence ; and these 
were so well served by their artillery, that they 
at length destroyed one of the boats which sup- 
ported the bridge of communication. The place 
must, in consequence, have surrendered imme- 
diately, had it not been for the exertions of lieu- 
tei&nt Popham, who, having repaired thither 
from Ostend, made good the damage, and thu# 
for a time protracted the fate of the town. It 
was for this particular service that, on the 'Tth of 
April, 1795> Mr. Popham was promoted to the 
rank of post-captain. 

In the course of the last-mentioned year, he 
acted in the capacity of naval agent for the En- 
glish army on the continent ; ahd under his im- 
mediate inspection the English troops who had 
been serving there were embarked,' and escorted 
to England by the Dasdalus and Amphion fri-^ 
gates. 

An invasion of the British islands having beeu' 
threatened by ftie t're^chJ the atteation of Cap* 
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tain Popham was dii»ected to the means'of suc- 
cessfully resisting sUch an attiempi. This gave 
.rise to his plan for raising and organizing the 
5Bea fencibles^ which, having been approver! by 
government, was carried into effect in the spring' 
of 1798. Agreeably to this plan, the coast of 
England was divided into districts, over each of 
which a post- captain was appointed, with a num- 
ber of commanders and 'lieutenants. The dis*- 
trict from Beachy Head to Deal inclusive, wa^ 
assigned to Captain Popham, as a reward for hi» 
industry and attention ; and the whole of his 
conduct on this station evinced the most laud* 
tthle activity and exertion. 

Government having received imtelligence early 
in 1798, that the enemy had collected a great 
number of gun-boats and transports at Flush- 
ing, with a view to send them to Dunkirk and 
Gstend by the Bruges canal, formed 'la plan for 
destroying the bason gates and sluices. For the 
ej^ecution o^ this project. Captain Popham was 
aelected on account of his acquaintance with the 
Country, and his well-established reputation fof 
enterprise. The troops were landed, and ac^ 
cotnplished the purpose for which they were 
sent' ; but owing to the state of the weather, they^ 
found it impossible to re-embark, and Captaia 
Popham had the mortification of leaving behind 
the troops whom he had conveyed^ in the hands^ 
pf the enemy. . ' 

A treaty having been concluded in 1799, be- 
tween (Jreat Britain and Russia, by which the 
latter ei^gaged to furnish a certain number of 
ihips and men for ^i^ expedition against Holland, 
Captain Popham was sent to Cronstadt, in the 
Nile lugger, in the capacity of fi British poi»^ 
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jmsnry, to supcrintcod th^ embarkation of the 
troops. On this occasion he received a visit on 
boaxd his little vessel from the Emperor Paul, 

^ ^d the whole of the imperial family, who were 
iighly delighted with the attentions that were 
paid them,, and the amusement of the day^ 
The emperor, among other distinguishing marks 
i)f favour, presented him with a gold box set 
with diamonds, and a picture of the donor, and 
conferred on him the cross of Malta; an honour 
V^hich was afterwards confirmed to him by his 
pwn sovereign. 

Scarcely had Sir Home returned when the ex- 
pedition to Holland took place. In conjunction 
with Captain Godfrey, he w^s entrusted with the 
f^ommapd of three gun-boats on the canal of Alk-* 
maar. By the skilful management of these ves-r 

• f ds^ the flanks of the British aripy were protect- 
ed, and tlie French so mjich annoyed, that the 
Duke of York, in his public dispatches, express- 
ed himself highly indebted to Sir Home Popham. 
and Captain Godfrey for their assistance. The 
liuqierous seryices pf the former had now be- 
come sp conspicuous, that ispme pecuniary re- 
ward was deemed requisite, and on the 26th of 
pecember, 1799, an annuq:! pension of ,500/. wan 
settled upon him. 

In the course of the year 1800> ^owas appoint- 
ed to ^he. command of a stnia^M ^q^^dron intended 
to convey a detachment of troops from the Cap^^ 
of iGrood Hppe, up the Rpd jSea, for the purpose 
of coropefating \n the projected expeditiou 
against the Frepcb i^ Egypt, tie accordingly 
hoisted his pei^dan^ on board the Romney of 5Q 
guns, and proceeded with the Sensible of 36, 

^d j|ie Sheeri^ess apdl Ty^ielmixi^ of 44 gi^ps 
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each, to execute the commission with which he 
had been entrusted. Having performed this ser^ 
Tice, he set sail for the East Indies for stores and 
provisions, but instead of repairing to Bombay, 
where some of them might have been furnished 
from the, king's stpres, he deemed it more eligible 
to proceed to Calcutta, in order to have an in- 
terview with the governor-general in person. I» 
November, 1801, he was preparing to return to 
the Red Sea, when he was called back by am 
order from the vice-president in council, in con- 
sequence of a dispatch from England, intimat- 
ing a strong suspicion that the French had sent 
out an expedition against the Portuguese settle- 
ments at Macao, with a view to intercept the 
ships employed in tbe China trade. Sir Home 
immediately suggeWed the necessity of send- 
ing a force for the protection of the settlement, 
and offered his services to convoy it. Prepara- 
tions were accordingly made; but havi^ ar- 
rived at Prince of Wales Island in December, 
1803, he there found Admiral Rainier, who di- 
rected the Arrogant and Orpheus to proceed to 
Macao with the Indiamen ; and as his squadron 
was scantily supplied, part of tbe RomneyV 
stores and provisions were taken out to enable 
them to perform that service. 

In January, 1803, the commodore again sailed 
for the Red Sea, and the re^embai*kation of tbe 
company's troops being efiected, he returned to 
ilngland. Soon after hi3 arrival, he obtained a 
seat in parliament for Yarmouth, in tbe Isle of 
Wight.. 

About this time an investigatipn was institut- 
ed relative to the expenditure occasioned by the 
TP^t^^S ^^^ eq[uipn)ent of the Ropine^ in th# 
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East Indies. This business^ after a Ibh^, unne- 
ces«aryy and vexatious delaj, was submitted to si 
committee of the House of Commons/ wlto, so 
far from finding any thing to criminate Sir Home 
Pophamy declared, '^ that he appeared from hil 
conduct td have been actuated by no^ other mo-* 
tive, thaft that of an ai^dent zeal for the pubK^ 
letvice ; and that, so far from encouraging and 
cdnniving at any waste, he appeared to have ef* 
leeted very considerable savings." 
- itx September, 1804, Sir Home was appointed 
to the Antejope of 50 guns, and in the absence 
of Admiral Xouis, assumed the condmaud on* t\i6 
Dungeness station. Soon afterwards he was re- 
moved to the Diadem of 50 guns ,• aild, on the 
ct|uipment of an expedition against the Cape of 
Crood Hope, towards the conclusion of 1805, was 
selected to conduct it. With what af^ility he 
executed this commission, and also contributed 
to the conquest of Buenos Ayres, the plan of 
li^hich originated, we believe, etitirely with him- 
self, has been shewn in a former part of this vo^ 
kime. ' 

i m^ conduct on the latter occasion, however, 
subjected him to a trial by court-martial' for hiv^ 
iftg exceeded the orders 'with which he waS^ 
charged. This proceeding, it is true, had more 
the air of persecution than of a desire to promote 
the public service, and as such the reprimand 
iHrhich Sir Home received as a irecompence for his 
«al cannot possibly reflect credit on the fninis** 
ters of that time. 

How little their sentiinents on this subject 
were approved by their successors appears from 
the circumstance of the latter having given Sir 
Pome the appointinent of Captai;ai of the ^pt 
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equipped in .{he summer of 1807, for the expe- 
dition against Copenhagen, a post in which he 
conducted himself with his usual skill and i4>i* 



MAJOR-GENERAL BERESFORD. 

William Carr Beresford is the natural 
son of the late George de la Poer Beresford, Mar^ 
jquis of Waterford. He was horn in Ireland in 
the year 1766. After receiving a military edu- 
cation^ he entered the army as an ensign in the 
6th regiment of foot in 1785. In this regiment 
he continued until the year 1789, when he was 
proHxoted to a lieutenancy in the 16th, He re^ 
ceived a company in the 69th foot in 1791, mi 
was advanced to a majority in the same regi'- 
ment early in 1794. With this corps he served 
in Corsica and at Toulon, where his gallantry 
and militarjr talents gained him the approbation 
of Jiis superior.8^ and excited the emulation of hi» 
brother officers. On his return from the Medi- 
terranean he was appointed Lieutenant-colonel 
Commandant of the Waterford regiment, from 
which, in the following year, 1795, he was re- 
moved to the 88th., With that regiment he 
went to India in 1798, and accompanied the 
expedition that was sent thence in 180O, to 
join the forces in Egypt under Sir Ralph Aber- 
crombie. . The conduct of Colonel Beresford, 
on many occasions in that country, was such as 
to stamp his fame as a soldier. Of this he re- 
ceived the most honourable testimonies. Shortly 
after his arrival he had the command of a hti- 
gade, and on the surrender of Alexandria he 
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was appointed commandant of that place. Jn 
1803 he returned to England, when he was ap- 
pointed Brigadier-general in Ireland. He re- 
mained on the staff in that country until the 
month of August 1805, when the expedition 
under Sir David Baird sailed for the Cape of 
Good Hope, Brigadier-general Beresford was 
made second in command. 

The events in which General Beresford bore 
SQ conspicuous a share on the Rio de la Plata 
have already been so. minutely detailed, that a 
repetition would in this place be both needless 
and improper. 

When General Beresford found that the insur- 
rection under Liniers had attained such a height 
as to render -it madness any longer to resist, when 
he saw that all his efforts to preserve the citadel 
were fruitless, that his men were dropping fast 
around him, and that himself and his Officers 
had every thing to apprehend from the brutality 
of an jBnraged, lawless, and sanguinary mob, he 
signed a capitulation on the 12th of August, 
^ 1&06. The terms expressly granted, by the 
Spanish general in this treaty were, that the 
British troops should be allowed to march out 
with the honours of war, and return to England 
on parole. These terms were, however, shame- 
fully violated by the Spanish government. On 
the 31st of August General Beresford received a 
letter, dated the day before, informing him that 
the capitulation or agreement made between 
himself and Don Santiago Liniers, commander 
of the Spanish troops, was not valid, and that 
the conditions therein granted would not be 
complied with by the government of Buenos 
Ayres. The General was aho informed by the 
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same letter, that a determination had been made 
"to send all the British soldiers to the different 
^' towns in ihe interior, and that the officers w.ere 
^"^ to give their parole of honour for the purpose,, 
" of being sent to Europe/' General Beresford 
at first, astonished at so flagrant a breach of faitb, 
and indignant that a person should deny what 
he had deliberately signed, refused to lend his 
sanction to such a parole. After deliberating^ 
however, a few days, and at the urgent solicita- 
tion of his principal officers, who saw that even 
their lives were in jeopardy, he gave his consent. 
The parole was accordingly signed, the sole ap- 
parent object of which was to get them out of 
the country. This seemed to be the intention 
of the Spaniards, and this expectation the En- 
glish officers had until the lOth of October, at 
which time General Beresford received the 
strongest assurances from Linierp, that they were 
to be speedily embarked for England. On the 
following day, the 1 Ith, they were however sud- 
denly, and without any previous intimation, sent 
under an escort to diflerent places in the coun- 
try. General Beresford, Colonel Pack, some 
few other officers, weic placed at a village 
called Luxam, about sixteen miles from Buenos 
Ayres. Here, instead of enjoying that degree of 
liberty which is always allowed to an officer on 
parole, the General and his companions were 
watched with the most jealous vigilance, aiqd 
never permitted to be out of sight of their guards* 
Such continued to be the situation of General 
JBeresford until the 5th of February, 1807. At 
this time intelligence was first received pf the 
conquest of Monte Video, In consequence of 
tji^t^ eyeat he was confined a close prisoner to bi^ 
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room^ and a dragoon centinel was placed over 
him \Vith a drawn sabre. The rest of the officers 
at Luxam were confined with the same severity^, 
and no one suffered to have any communication 
with them. All their papers were seized, and 
the General himself received from Bazo, one of 
the judges of th^. Royal Audienza, who had 
come with a party of dragoons to take care of 
the prisoners, repeated insults , and menaces, 
This BazQ conducted himself towards the pri- 
soners in the most arbitrary and tyr^nnicial tnanr 
ner. After this period, until the 10th, the officers 
'^ei'e prevented by this man's dragoons from cross? 
ing their thresholds, and sentinels were planted 
in all the avenues leading to the village. On 
the arrival of Bazo at Luxara, General Be- 
resford having heard it rumoured, that a rer 
moval of the officers was in contemplation^ and 
that this was the object for which Bazo ha4 
come, sent his aid-de-camp to him on the morn- 
ing of the 6th, politely requesting to know if he 
had brought any additional orders relative to 
himself aM his companions. The enquiry pro-r 
duced a vast deal of abuse and violence froni 
Bazo, who said to the aid-de-camp— ^*^ Tell 
*' your General, that when he commanded in 
^^ Buenos Ayres we never sent to him to ask 
^' his intentions : we shq,ll not tell him wh%t we 
'' intend; We shall act according to our pl^a- 
'^ sure. He then commanded, let him now learn 
'''to obey r 

On the 10th of February General Beresford, 
Colonel Pack, and the remainder of the officers 
were marched under an escort from Luxam. The 
General understood that he was to be sent 300 
leagues \n the interior. They proceeded by 
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fehort journeys until they arrived et tlieir di^ 
ferent places o^ destination. 

In the place to which he was sent Ge?ierai 
Beresford remained until the latter end of Marchi 
when, hy the assistance of two Spanish gentle- 
men, who had been deputed by a party in Buenpi; 
Ayrts for that purpose, he found means of effect* 
ing his escape. These young men \yer0 pf q^ 
very large party in Buenos Ayres who were ad-^ 
Vocates fpr independence. They hoped by libe-* 
rating General Beresford to obtain his assistance 
in delivering their country from the yqk^ pf 
Sp#iin. They accordingly' contrived to get ^9 
interview with him, and laid before him theif 
plan. He accepted their proposal^ on condition, 
however, that Colonel Pack should accompany 
him. This was also acceded to ; j^nd finding aa 
opportunity sopn after of eluding their guardi»j» 
and procuring a suitable disguise, they mounted 
the horses that were waiting for them, and^wer^ 
goon at a distance from their place of confine^ 
ment. After encountering a variety of perils^ 
and undergoing the most excessive fatigue, tbejr 
fortunately arrived in Buenos Ayres without be* 
ing overtaken. Here seenied to be but the be- 
ginning of their dangers. Yet-in this city did 
General Beresford and Colonel Pack reoiain 
three days concealed. The two Spaniards had 
hired a boat, which was to be at ,the mole by a. 
certain hour on the third night. When the ap- 
pointed hour arrived, the two officers with their 
Spanish friends left their place of concealment 
and walked towards the mole. While on their 
tvay thither they were several times accosted 
\)y the patrole, who once held them a co^sider-^ 
'able time in conversation. The Spaniards weie 
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fortunately acquainted with the officers who 
commanded^ and were permitted to pass on with- 
out molestation. But what was their conster- 
nation^ on arriving at the mole, to perceive that, 
though much past the hour, no boat was wait^- 
ing for them. To remain there would in a few 
moments have exposed them' to certain disco- 
very, and to go back was equally hazardous. 
No alternative now remained. They had reason 
to apprehend an impiediate pursuit; as, in all 
probability, the man with whom they had agreed 
for a boat had either proved a traitor, or tad 
suspicions of their intention. They had there- 
fore no time for consideration ; but being deter- 
mined at all events to escape, they rushed into 
the i*iver and directed their course towards' a 
vessel which lay at anchor at some distance from 
shore. Here they expected to be abje to procure 
a boat either by pi-omises or threats. The river 
is very shallow at Buenos Ayres, and the vessel 
being a long way from the mole. General Beres- 
fordand his companions waded up to their necks 
before ' they reached it. In this disagreeable 
situation they continued upwards of half an 
hour. After much difficulty tbey succeeded in 
their object, and put oflf immediately. The alarm 
was now given on shore. They were fortunate 
enough before day-break to escape their pur- 
suers. , The fugitives continued their course fop 
fifteeen hours, when their strength atid patience 
began to be equally exhausted. The weather 
was tempestuous, the wind adverse, and they 
had remained so long in wet clothes that they 
were chilled and weary, and were beginning to 
despair of accomplishing their object, and were 
even on the point of putting back, thinking it 
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would be impossible to proceed^ wlien fortunate- 
ly^ to their great joy^, they descried the sloop of 
war Charwell, on board of which the General aifd 
bis friends got at last in safety,, and arrived on 
the day following at Monte Video. 

The escape of General Beresford and Colonel 
Pack produced a letter from Liniers to Sir * 
Samuel Auchmuty and Admiral Stirling;, in which 
he accused the former of having forgotten all sen- 
timents of honour^, and of having violated, by their 
flight, the parole they had given on tlie 6th of 
September. The Spanish commander also cliarged 
General Beresford with having instigated an 
iiisurrection in the country (alluding to the at- 
tempts that had been nvade to establish its inde- 
pendence), and thereby justifying any rigour he 
wight have experienced. In consequence of 
this, he demanded that General Beresford and 
Colonel Pack should , be delivered up agreeably to 
the laws of war. A letter also from the Royal A-u- 
dienza to the same purpose, expriessly denied *^Uhat 
any compact or legitimate conditiop deserving that 
nanie had taken place between General Beres- 
ford and the commander of the Spanish forces." . 
They pretended to say,, that if any capitulation 
had been signed, it was merely a private agree- 
ment and not valid. They asserted, that General 
Beresford, by his conduct, had put himself on 
the footing of a state criminal, and that the 
Spanish government had been for this reason 
compelled to remove him and the other officers 
to a distance from the capital. 

However absurd, false, and contradictory these 
accusations were, yet, in order to clear the cha- 
racter of General Beresford and Colonel Pack 
from $uch base and unfounded assertions^ a. 



270 NOTES oil [[Appendix. 

tourt^sis summoned for the purpose of investi- 
gating the truth of these charges. Of thi$ 
court, which was composed of the two senior 
officers of the army ^nd the two senior oflBcers 
of the navy^ the Honourable Brigadier-general 
Lumley was chosen president. The court, after 
having maturely considered th^ circumstances, 
w^re urtanimous^j of opinion that there was no 
breach of parole. It clearly appeared^ that the 
ternnis granted to General Beresford having been 
grossly violated, and the object for which heJ 
had been induced to give his parole having been 
subsequently defeated by the Spanish govern^ 
ment, he neither could nor ought to be longer 
-considered as bound by a parole. Similar senti- 
ments had been, perhaps from an unnecessary 
delicacy, comnuinicated by General Beresford 
after his removal, in a letter to Liniers, from his 
place of confinement in the country, and which 
the Spanish commander never attempted to con- 
tradict or deny^ This seemed, in the opinion of 
the court, to place the matter beyond dispute, 
as ignorance could not consequently be pleaded 
by the Spanish general. The nature of the pa- 
role appeared to them also to prove its objtjct, as 
the words were expressly, "that they should not 
serve against Spain or its allies until regularly 
exchanged/' If further proof were wanting^ 
a letter ffom Liniers of the 13th September, 
1806, to Huidobeo, the then governor of Monte 
Video, which was found in that place by thcl 
English, was sufficient to give it. This letter 
transmitted him proposals for hiring u vessel to 
take the British officers to England, stating that 
there no longer existed any cause for detaining 
them, as they had given their parole^ It waa 
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also obvious, that had the parole been given foF 
any other object, or had its object been local^ 
the conditions or limitations as to time or dis- 
tance permitted, the officers wrould have been 
therein mentioned. No specification of this na- 
ture v^^as expressed in the parole/ or even at the 
time even hinted at to General Beresford. It 
v^as thought by the court, that the non-compli- 
ance of the Spanish commander v^^ith the condi- 
tions of the parole did therefore virtually liberate 
the General and Colonel Pack from their part of 
the obligation. They were also of opinion^ 
that even had the parole been given on the prin- 
ciple of remaining in the country, or had it been 
any way local, the British officers would^ by the 
conduct of the Spanish government, have been 
exonerated from any parole whatever ; for was 
it possible that any government, after an officer 
had given his parole, could have a right to dis- 
pose of him at pleasure ? or could he still be 
subject to such parole, if the conditions were 
violated upon which it was given? If an officer 
were deprived of all or any part of the*benefit^ 
he was to have received from giving his parole, 
fiould he still be obliged to remain under the 
obligation of that parole ? General Beresford 
and his officers on the 10th of February were 
marched into the interior. Of his intended des- 
tination, or of any orders respecting him, he 
was never officially informed. It appearing 
therefore evident to the courts that General Be- 
resford and . the other officers gave their parole 
for the purpose of being sent to Europe, as 
stated in the* letter of Liniers, dated the 30th of 
August, and confirmed both by the words of the 
parole and by another letter from the same com- 
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mander of the I3th September ; it appearing 
alsOj that previous to the flight of General Beres- 
ford and Colonel Pack^ all idea had been aban- 
, doned of sending them thither ; that they wer^ 
actually on their route under an armed escort to^ 
a place near 300 leagues in the interior ; th^t 
had the parole been local, it mu^t have been for 
Buenos Ayres or its vicinity, where it wasgiven^ 
General Bcresford and Colonel Pack v^ere con- 
sequently released from their obligation when 
forced from it. It further -^ appearing, that 
Tvhen at Luicam, the General haying been made 
axl^se prisoner, and having been removed frc^m - 
that place under" an escort still further to the in- 
terior, the obligation of any parole whateyer 
wa^ therefore done away. The government of 
Buenos Ayres having either arbitrarily curtailed, 
or deprived General Beresford altogether of his 
liberty, and this with circumstances of the 
grossest insult, it was impossible for any one, iiji 
the least degree conversant with the laws of war 
or of nations, to say that the British oificers rcT 
mained tinder th^ obligation of a parole. The 
instant an officer is made aldose prisoner, the obr- 
ligation, under. which he might previously have 
heert for a certain liberty*, ceases, The'court there- 
fore unanimously agreed, that General Beres-r 
ford and Colonel Pack were fully and entirely 
liberated from the obligation of a parole ; and 
Sir Samuel Auchmuty, the commander in chief, 
in consequence of this .decision, put the latter 
officer immediately on duty. General Liniers 
having concluded his letter with appealing to 
the judgment of the military world. General 
Beresford and Colonel Pack confessed them- 
tjehes u)i)&t willing Ip subojit tp that tribunal. 
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JGreneral Benoisforji remaiaed in Moate Vide0 
until the middle of April> when he jembarkedia 
ithe Dic»aiede for England. 

In consequfince of the emigration of the cowt 
t>f Portugal fi^Men Europe^ it .was judged expe^ 
jdient.by the English miniatrj 'to take poagessioB 
xif the island of Madeira. An expedition vibs 
accordingly fitted oot^ and sailed from Cork the 
-6th of December last, the command of which w^ 
-given to General Bereaford and Rear ,Adisir^ 
Sir Samuel Hood^ Tliis yaluable island was sur^ 
^rendered on Ihe ;S4ih of the same . month ito his 
majesty^s arms without any opposition.. The 
^conditions of the fiurrender -weve, ibai the idand ( 
*(^uld te evacusted and re-dalivjered to the - 
aerowliitxf Portugal^ wlien free .egress andingrets 
,io the |)Qrts of &at kii^dom and its colontes 
Jhoiild be rd^estaSQ idled as^ heretcifore, and when 
1 .4^ 'Sovereignty of Portugal dbould be emanai- 
^ ipated &om the control an|d .inAuen<^ of JPraned. 
-Public property should :be respected and r^rde- 
•liisefed; priiVate praparty sliould be sacBed^aod 
rthe Aee ex^ercise of religion protected ; -these 
;teni» wene acceded to without ihesitatitxn. The 
.troops immediately landed^ and before dark Itie 
British troops were encamp^^ and in posseason 
.of all the forts. 

General Beresford Atill continues in Madmra^ 
where he had the local trank of Mi^or^tgeneral, 
"and to this rank in fthe army he was^ako pro- 
^moted on Ihe 7th of Miiy of the present y^ar. 



Sir Samuel Auchmuty is the eldest son of 
the late Rev. Samuel Auchmirty, a respectable 

M M 
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dergj'tntn of New York^ in America^ where ha 

was born on the 22d of June 1758« He is 

. descended from the family of Aiichmuty ^ ill 

Scotland. The Rev. Dr. Auchmuty had JbfcM 

k ^^ tons^ the eldest ofVhoni is the subject of these 

^ memoirs^ and the younger a merchant in North 

— -^ America. He also had three daughters; the 

^^^<^ eldest married the late much respected Major- 

^ ' t^ general Frederick M ulcaster^ of the Royal En* 

^'""^ ' gineers ; the second fnarrted Mr. Burton> a gen* 

/f^l/^^ tieman of independent fortune ; and the third 

^ , ^— is united to Mr. Tylden, a respectable farmer in 

^-^i , Kent. ^ 

At the commencement of the American war, 

by which Dr. Auchmuty lost his high and lucra* 

tive ecclesiastical post. Sir Samuel Auchmuty was 

a student at the college of New York, in Mchich 

he obtained the degree of Bachelor of Arts, 

At college he was conspicuous for superior ta« 

lents, for keenness of penetration, and solidity of 

judgment. Sir Samuel was destined by his fa* 

.ther for the church, but~ this did not suit the ac* . 

tirity.of his disposition. His inclination led him 

to the profession of arms. His attachment to a 

. military life, which began in his earliest j^ears, 

. was founded on a generous passion for glory, and 

not the effect of that youthful predilection which 

.originates in a fondness fpr the tinsel exteriors 

of a laborious profession. 

In the year 1776 he joined the royal army 
under Sir William Howe, and obtained an en^ 
signcy in the 45th regiment, in which he saw 
much active service, having been present at most 
of the Actions in that and the subsequent campaign. 
On the return of his majesty's troqps from 
North America, Sir Samuel Auchmuty exchaix|« 
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<4 into the 53d regiment^ and aCcompatited that 
cjorp^ to lodia^ where he served during the Mj> 
sore war and against the Rphiilas. Here,, frbm 
his professional skilly his spirit and activity^ he 
spon obtained - the situation of adjutant^ in 
which he attracted ; the notice and patronage 
of the late Marquis CornwalHs, whose penetrat* 
ing discernment seldom failed to call genius from 
obscurity^ and whose liberal mind never suffered 
junassumiog merit to languish in neglect. . 

Lord Cornwaiiis soon discovered in Mr. Auch^ 
muty qualifications adequate to the discharge of 
a very important post. He consequently ap-. 
pointed him Deputy Jiidge Advocate General 
of Madras, prior to the well-known trial of Sir 
John Burgoyne. This oj£ce be. filled with inuch 
reputation for several years, with a liberal salary 
of 3,000/. per annum ; when being desirous of 
promoting his military prospects, the Marquis 
tent him to Bombay as Brigade-major to the 
king's troops. He there joined the staff of Ge- 
peral Meadows, on the removal of whom to. 
Madras Colonel Abercrpmbie succeeded to the 
government of Bombay, and selected Sir Samuel 
Auchmuty as his confidential staff officer. In 
this situation he served until his return to £ng« 
land in 1797. Sir Samuel Auchmuty was many 
je^rs Adjutant^geqeral in , India, and military, 
secretary to the Commander in Chief. His punc* 
tuality, the suavity of his manners, his. attention 
to every application and knowledge of individual 
claims while in these stations^ reflected the. 
highest honour on himself, and gained him uni- 
^yersal esteem. 

In the year 1799 Colonel Auchmuty left Eng- 
land for the Red Sea, on board bis Majesty's, 
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ship Rotfinej, Captain Sir Hoftie t^dpham, and 
at the Cape of Good Hope a^^unied the cx>m- 
mand of a brigade^ which he took on with him 
Id Sue2f. Having joined the Indian arhiy under 
his Criend Sir David Baird^ h^ (Crossed the desert 
with it into Egyp«/where he became Adjutatit- 
general. . 

In 1802 he returned to fengland^, and at the 
^OHimencement of the present war was appoint- 
ed to the command of the Island of Thanet, 
where he remained until he was ordered to South 
America. In the montli of October, I86G, Sir 
Samuel Auchmuty sailed from England with an 
Expedition destined to reinforce General Beres- 
toxd in ]^uenos Ayres. Oil his arrival, however, 
in the Rio d6 la Plata, be found that city ncr 
*^lclngcr in possesdio^n of the British troops. 

The Subsequent events have illready b^n mi- 
nutely related. The conduet of General Auch- 
iiuty, in the itssauH of the important fortress of 
Monte Video, is universally known, and has re- 
ceived n6 less applause than so gallant an ac^ 
fion deserved. The criticjrf situation in which 
Ke V^as placed made it necessary to adopt those 
Measures, which proved eventually successful. He 
had not powder remaining sufficient for tvro djrys, 
and a formidable attack on his rear was hourly 
^jppected, as an army of 7 or 8,000 Spaniard^ 
were approaching to raise the siege. These cir- 
cJumstances convinced the CJeneral of the neces- 
sity of cai'rying the town by assault without lodsr 
<if time. Though he was peifectly sensible that 
his loss would be extremely severe, and though 
he felt reluctant at the sacrifice lie must una- 
Void^ly mkke, yet he saw that it was necessary 
by a partial evil to avert that fktc w^fcich would* 



Appendix,]] SOUTH AMznicA. S77 

ih alt ptobftbility haye awaited, the whole of hii 
brave troop?^ had the assault been delayed but 
ano^ierday. 

Sir Samuel Auchmuty continued to exercise 
the chief command in Monte Video until the 
arpival of General Whitelocke on the 10th of 
May. During the period of his government, bis 
justice and clemency gained him the affection of 
nil the inhabitants. The grateful sense they en- 
tertained of his lenity on the day of victory, and 
Df the miJdttess of bis administration, will be seen 
in the swbjoined address of the Cavildo, presented 
to Colonel Browne after the departure of Sir Sa- 
iiuiel and previous to the evacuation of the place.' 
, At the attack on Buenos Ayres, as has been 
lelated in the foregoing pages. Sir Samuel Auch- 
muty headed the right wing, which advanced 
against the Plaza dc los Toroy. 
.la this enWprise, which was attended with 
iuch complete success, he displayed the utmost 
personal intrepidity and valour. He put him- 
self at the head of bis grenadiers, and by his ex- 
ample inspired theH[Lwith a lesistless enthusiasm. 
In the midst of the hottest and most destructive 
fire, his gaRant comrades falling around him ia 
every direction, he continued undauntedly ta 
rush on, exclaiming, while he waved his hat in 
fte air, '* Follow me, my brave lads, the day is^' 
Ours/* When they earnestly entreated him not 
<o expose bimaelf so. much, he replied,/' Think 
not of me, my boys, my life is but that of a 
common soldier.*' 

After the disasters which succeeded. Sir Sa- 
muel Auchmuty embarked on board the Saracen 
frigate for England, where he arrived on the 
^gth of September, and brought the Aral intelli- 
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fence to Europe of our misfortunes in South 
America. 

Since his return to England Sir Samiiel has re* 
sided at his seat in Kent^ near Feversbam^ called 
SyndaU House. On the 8th of May of the pre* 
sent year he was promoted to the rank of Major* 
general. / ' 

There are few officers in the service who hav# 
had thel advantage of a mor« liberal education 
than Sir Samuel Auchmuty, or ^ho possess a 
greater fund of military information; in bis 
character there is nothing superficial^ volatiloj 
vain-glorious^ or self-sufficient^ it is marked by 
the most unassuming modesty^ a trait, which ever 
accompanies true merit, and gives additional 
lustre to the other qualifications by which he is 
adorned. 



The Municipality of Monto Video, consists of two offi» 
eers, who are styled Akada of the first and seco^id vote, anj 
six Magistrates composing the Cavildo» or Council of the City. 
They are generally European Spaniards. Their jurisdiction is 
sot confined to the city, but extends over the whole adjacent 
territory^ and the powers whieh' they exercise are very esi- 
tensive. 

Colonel Broii^ne> of the 40tb regiment, who, on the con* 
quest of that place, had <t>een appointed commandant of the 
city; was, daring the absence of the expedition, the highest 
officer in rank, and commander in chief of the garrison. 

As a proof of their esteem for his character, and as a irU 
bute for his generous conduct at the assault of the town, and 
during his command, the lUusiriom Canildo presented him, 
a few days previoas to his departure^ with the following fare* 
well Address: 

From the Ilh;strious the Cavildo, to Colopel Gorb 
fiftoWifE^ Commandant of the City of ^lonte Video*^ 

HM of t!ie Capitol, August 27, I80f. ' 
TSiR, • 

The moment in which the armies of his BritaQnie Majest}^ 
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in imrstiance of tbe treaty between \bo English and Spaniril 
Generals, are |o evacuate this place, is rapidly approaching. We« 
jtfae Cavildo> as Magistrates of the King of Spain, cannot be 
supposed, consistently with the duty we owe to our Mmarchj 
cot to rejoice at this event. We are^ however, anxious to ex« 
press the deep regret and hearcfek sorrow which your depute 
lure occasions. We love, as you do, the Sovereign under 
whose dominion we were born, and feel the pleasure which 
irue subjects ought, at the approaching absence of those b/ 
wbom our long peace and tranquillity were iirst ioterrupted^ 
and by whom we have lost so many of our feUow cidsens and 
friends. But, at the same time, we should be unworthy qf 
the name of men, were we not to acknowledge our gratitude^ 
and to tender our warmest thanks to you. Sir, and to his Ex.* 
ceilency Sir Samuel Auchmuty, the late Conmiander in Chiel^ 
for your generosity, forbearance, and lenity; and for your 
ceaseless exertion? to lessen our sufferings, and to alleviate the 
miseries of war. The obligations we are under will never be 
forgotten -, and the Cavildo would be guilty of the blackest in* 
gratitude, were they to refrain from publishing to the world, 
the brilliant and exalted virtues of two such Chiefs. 

On the morning of the assault, you. Sir, entered this city 
with the general command of the troops. At this eventftU 
period, the Cavildo, in awful suspense, were assembled at the 
^Hallof the Capitol, in momentary expectation of death from 
an ienraged and victorious soldiery, who had burst open the 
doors, and were rush'mg in with all the fury inspired by sue* 
cess. From the impending bayonet we were rescued by the 
great exertions of a gallant and amiable officer, * who for« 
tunately came in at the instant, and preserved us at the hazard 
of his own person. 

You, Sir, . were {>r^seiited to us by him, and received from 
our hands the sword and insignia of justice. You had the 
generosity to return them immediately to our possession. You 
requested us to return to our hall, and placed a guard at the 
gates for our protection. You pledged your wwd for our 
safety, and secured our persons from the smallest insult or 
affront. 

Some of the victoriotis troops, thinking themselves possessed 
of a right to the property of the citizens, were beginning to 
plunder. What deeds of violence might have t>een committed, 
but for your rectitude and firmness ! What but your resolu- 
tion and virtue could have restrained the fury of incensed aol- 
diers, elated by victory. In the midst of ^ ci^, whose inhabir 

* Osptab Kcary Powell, now of the 5tH garrkon battalion. 
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tints weise ftitber fogkitfesf or pisonew, wfeoge streets wef^ 
filled only with the wounded^ the dead, and the dying ! 

Two hours after the assault, this place appeared like a desert. 
A profeand and deathhke mletice reigned throughout the city. 
No dhjeot was seen, save alone the scattered bodies of the 
wounded and the slain. 

YcAii Sir, }^urs^lf; eren seenied struck with consternation at 
A© solemn scene. You neither suffered the shrill trump to 
Mound, nor the fife, the drum, nor any instrument of mar- 
tial masio. The noise of cannon was still 5 nothing was heard 
to in^mipt the tnelanchaly and aweful silence of those first 
dismal hours. 

. Notwithstanding the inhabitants had fiad and abandoned 
their possessions, all their property and effects, by the justice 
end magnanimity of their conquerors, remained as secure as tf 
Ihejf had been guarded by theniselves. 

' In tlie first moment ot' confusion, seme trifling excess was 
liommitted ; but the same day, in the great square of the city, 
the pei^etrators of ^is excess were publicly chastised witihi the 
upmost severity ; f nd alone at the earnest entreaties of 
some of the Cavildo, were you induced to pardon the lives 
X>f two offenders who were condemned to die. 

^^T&py iarticle, however small and insignificant, found in thh 
possession of any soldier or sailor^ was sent to the Cavildo, thaft 
It might be restored. If possible, to its proper owner. Familieni 
^erc treated with the utmpst tenderness and respect. The 
pride of victorious troopsj who had just conquered a city, and 
entered through blood and fire, was in a moment suppressed, 
•and then: exultation reduced to quiet and tranquillity. At no 
-tifii^ sincie that period hav0 they cauied the least disturbance or 
vexation to the inhabitants. 

Such recoUeotlons, while we Ihre, will ever render the re- 
membrance of Sir Samuel Auchmuty and yourself dear to this 
^Cavildo. To1)0th of you we render our most unfeigned atitf 
expressi^ thanks. We earnestly desiie to serve you in any 
mariher consistent with our duty, and we «haU ever pray, that 
'every happiness and every- blessing which your exalted virtue 
deserves may attend on your steps. 

With the utmost respect we have the honour to be. 
Sir, your most gratefiil Servants, 

(Signed) '■' 

AWTOKio Pereira, Lorrkzo djb Vivaico, 

J08B Manuel Ortega, Juan Am^tokio ^e VastuUtAS^ 

Antohiod£ San Vincent^ FRANciscaJuANico. . , 
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LIEUTENANT-COLONEL VASSALL. 

This brave officer, who so gloriously fell at 
the assawlt on Monte Video, leading on thebravp 
38tb, was one of the youngest sons of an Ameri- 
can loyalist, who remained in his native country 
to the last moment that he could assist the xoyj^l 
cause. When a further struggle for his king 
would have been ineffectual, he sought an asy- 
lum in England, supporting an honourable in*- 
dependence upon a West India property, which 
ttlone remained to him from the revolution. Not^ 
withstanding he had a numerous family, and had 
suffered great personal losses by his adherence to 
the mother country, his high and noble spirit 
would riot permit him to receive any remunera- 
tion for his sacrifices, contenting himself with 
receiving back from government the advances 
which he had made on account of it whiUt 
in America. On being earnestly pressed by 
Jjord George Germain to bring forward bis 
/ qlaim, he modestly answered, '' It ^all never be 
9aid,that I etnigrated from my own country to 
become a burthen to this." So ardent was ^jis 
jittachment to the best of kings, that his family 
motto being of the republican form, tie would 
never use it. Such was the father, such the 
bright example of the gallant Colonel Vassall> 
who has added another name to the long list of 
Britisli patriots and British heroes, who have 
fought and died for their country. 

This brave officer commenced his military 
career in the year 1779, at twelve years of age, 
and served ia the 59th foot at the siege of Gib-' 
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raltar. He was singularly unfortunate in not 
obtaining promotions commensurate to his abili- 
ties, although he purchased '' step by step;" and 
it was not until early in 1800 that he obtained a 
lieutenant'colonelcy ; and in 1801 he took the 
command of the 38th regiment, and went with 
it to Ireland, to receive drafts from the British 
militia. So actrve, indefatigable, ^nd zealous was 
he to render this regiment ^worthy of himself^ 
that although fresh recruited, in the space of a 
few months, it was ordered by Sir William Mea- 
dows on Dublin duty. The General was pleased 
to declarepublicl}^, that the 38th was not excelled 
by any regiment in the service, and from that 
time to its sailing for the Cape, it was considered 
the '' Crack Regiment*' of Ireland. The sol- 
diers, their wives and children, looked up to 
Colonel Vassall as their father. 

Cx)lonel Vassall was in the West Indies, and 
on every expedition (Egypt alone excepted) 
either with his regiment, or on the staff, during 
the two last wars. He was field-officer of the 
night on the memorable 23d of July, in Dublin. 
His cool determined conduct on that occasion 
gained the thanks of the Irish government, and 
the applause of the general officers employed. 
His firmness on that night preserved his life for 
a short time longer, to bless his family and do 
honour to his country. Colonel Vassall had the 
honour of serving under the separate command 
of several distinguished generals, aniong whom 
were the late Marquis Cornwallis, Sir Ralph 
Abercrombie, and Beresfoid, who knew, and 
justly appreciated his merits. 

The 3Sth regiment composed part of the ex- 
pedition sent out in 1805 against the Cape of 
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Good Hbpe^ and after completing the conquest 
of that settlement, Lieutepant'Colonel Vassall 
proceeded with it to South America. After the 
re-capture of Buenos Ayres by the Spaniards, 
arrangements were made for storming Monte 
Video, under the directions of Colonel Back- 
house. When this design was relinquished oh 
account of the impracticability of approaching 
sufficiently near with the ships, it was deter*' 
mined to attack Maidonado. Four companies 
erf* the 38th with some dragoons, headed by Co- 
lonel Vassall, landed and advanced towards the 
town. The enemy soon opened a fire of grape 
luid round shot, which he treated vsith the ut- 
most contempt, and led on his men to take the 
guns with the bayonet. The Spaniards wer6 
(oon. driven from them in confusion; about 
seventy having been bayoneted in the charge, 
vhich was continued up the street. At thi^ 
juncture. Colonel Vassall had a narrow escape 
from the treachery of a Spanish officer, who fired 
at him when his generous enemy was in the act 
of saving his life, but who fortunately missed 
him, though the miscreant held the pistol so 
close as to scorch his clothes. 

It would be impossible to do greater justice to 
the scene which closed the career of this excellent 
man, who fell at the storming of Monte Video, 
than in the words of his orderly Serjeant, in the 
following letter to an officer of distinction, 

'' SIR, 

^'Pardon me for taking this liberty, as the gra- 
titude I owe to my ever-lamented and best friend. 
Colonel Vassall, obliges me to give you and his 
friends an authentic account of bis last moments i 



I bdingkis orderly Serjeant^ ^^nd'tbe chief perwitt 
to witness his braverji and th^ gallant manner la 
which he acquitted himself in doing his duty, 
on the unfortunate hour in which he fell. Oa 
our approach to the walls, we missed the entrance 
of the breach ; and the grape and musquetry ftei^r 
so hot as to driTethe men in confusion^ and numr 
bers of them were about to retreat, but for hia 
exertions. When he observed any of them stoop 
or flinch, he , cried out as loud as possible> 
^' Damn it, men; don't flinch; every bullet hfts 
its billet; brush on^ follow me, Thirty-Eighth !'■ 
He rallied them repeatedly in this manner, until 
he got them inside oif the breach, when he. im-^ 
mediately directed a party to take possession of 
the corner battery, next th^ sea,, which was done 
in a few. minutes ; and another party, under, the 
command of. Major Ross,, to advance to the 
great church; and was advancing himself, when 
a grape*^«hot broke his left leg, and as sooa as he 
fell, he cried out, ^' Push on, my good s6ldier«^ ; 
charge them, never mind me, somebody will take 
me up ; 'tis only the loss of a leg in the service,'* 
Ife sat up, helped to tie on a handkerchief to, sto^ 
the blood ; he cried all the tinJe of the action, 
^J don't care for 'my leg, if my regiment do 
iheir duty, and I hope they will/' A» soon a$ 
the town sufrendered, and he heard the men 
cheer, he joined them, in as great spirits as if no-* 
thing had happened, and called to me to have hint 
parried to the head of his regiment. I feel to the 
heart for his loss to his family ; I could v^ish to 
have fallen with him, sooner than part vnth a 
man who was so good a friend to me. At half 
past three, on the morning of the 3d, he received 
his wound, and at one o'clock on the morning of 
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ihe 7th h^ departad, and at eight in the same 
evening was interred, at the entrance of the great 
churchy with all the military honours. 

B. Matthews/* 

It may be permitted us to add, that the private 
life of Colonel Vassall was adorned with all the 
virtues, all the charities. His public life was 
one unbroken series of devoti0n to his sovereign 
and to his country. He loved his family, for he 
was the best of husbands, tlie best of parents. 
He loved his king, his kindred, his country, and 
his God. If he had one failing, it was too 
great a diffidence of his own superior abilities. ' 



LIEUTENANT-GENERAL WHITELOCKE. 

Lieutenant-General Whitelocke is a natural 
son of the late Bulstrode Whitelocke, Es<j. 
of Marriage Hill, Wiltshire. He was bora 
in Berkshire about the year 1759. He received 
a good grammar-school education at Marlbo- 
rough, after which he was placed at Lochee's 
military academy, in the ne^hbourhood of Chel- 
sea, where he remained till the year 1777, when 
be obtained an ensigncy in the 14th regiment 
of foot. This regiment was then quartered at 
Chatham barracks, where Mr. Whitelocke forian- 
ed some of thosfe connections which so materially 
contributed to his^ subsequent professional adr 
vancemcnt. 

In the early part of 1780 the 14th regiment 
was ordered to the West Indies. It remained 
^ome time in the Windward Islands^ and then 
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proceeded to Jamaica. Here Mr. Wbitelocke 
is said to have become acquainted with Mis* 
Lewis^ a sister of the late Mr. Lewis, chief clerk 
of the \yar-office^ to whom he successfully paid 
Jiis addresses ; and about the same time a sister 
of that lady was led to the altar by Mr. Brown-^ 
rigg. Rapid promotion was the consequence of 
so fortunate an union. Mr. Wbitelocke was ad- 
vanced to a majority in the year 1789 or OO^ 
about which period he went to Barbadoes with 
7 or 800 convicts, which he formed into a corps. 
He is deserving of much credit for the regularity 
to which he soon reduced so unruly a set of men. 
This corps under his command became shortly 
distinguished, above all others, for exactness of - 
manoeuvres and good- discipline. The com- 
mencement of the war in 1793 found him LieU" 
tenant-colonel of the 13th regimentof foot, which 
,was then in Jamaica. 

Previous to this event, the disturbances in St. 
Domingo had obliged Sir Adam Williamson^ 
then, governor of Jamaica, to be much on* the 
alert, and he was induced to keep the troops in 
constant readiness for sei^vice, as several deputa- 
tions had been sent to him from the former 
island, requesting military asi^istance to quell the 
insurrection of the negroes. An expedition was 
at length fitted out, and sailed from Jamaica, for 
St. Domingo. The command of it was given 
to Lieutenant-colonel Wbitelocke, who had a 
force of about 700 men, under the protection of 
Commodore Ford. He arrived at Jereraie on 
the evening of the 19th of September, 1793. The 
possession of the entire sea-coast of this opulent 
colony was thought an object of great import- 
ance ; and to render the measure complete^ Co^^ 
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lonel Whltelocke^ detertfiined to exert all his ef^ 
forts, in unison with the colonists, who were 
anxious to support the British arms. As the 
speedy possession of the town of Leogane was 
deemed important. Colonel Whitelocke was in- 
duced to make some primary attempt for its sur- 
render, without waiting for reinforcements ; and 
for this purpose he made an offer of a sum of 
money to the commanding officer. This, it seems, 
produced an eflfect strikingly the reverse of what 
had been expected. 

This French officer, named Laveaux, was of the 
ancient Noblesse, and though of small fortune, 
had been long in the royal army, having com- 
manded a troop of dragoons previous to the Re- 
volution. To him an officer was sent with a 
flag of truce and a letter, with an otFer of 5,000/. 
to surrender the place. Laveaux, having read 
the letter, asked the officer to declare upon hig 
honour, if he knew what it contained ; the officer 
having assured him he did not, taveaux told 
him it was well, as otherwise, he would have 
ordered him to be instgintly hanged. 

The letter was then read to those who were 
present, and Laveaux is stated to have given- this 
answer : 

*' You have endeavoured to dishonour me in 
the eyes of my troops, by supposing me so vile, 
so base, so flagitious,- as to be capable of betray- 
.ing my trust for a bribe; this is an affront for 
which you owe me personal satisfaction, and I 
demand it in the name of Honour. Wherefore, 
previous to any general action, I offer you single 
combat, until one of us fall ; leaving you the 
choice of arms, either on foot or horseback. 
Your situation, as my enemy on the part of your 
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country, did not give jou a right to offer me a 
personal insult ; and, as a private person^ I ask 
Satisfaction for an injury done taie by anr indivi- 
dual/* 

Of this spirited reply it does not appear that 
any notice w^as taken by Colonel Whitelocke. 
On the failure of this attempt, it Was determined 
to attack the post of L'Ocul in the neighbour- 
hood of Leogane, which was taken after some 
resistance ; but against a settlement called Bom- 
barde, consisting principally of Germans, the 
Colonel's detachment, though aided by M: de 
Charmilly, and other French officers, was not so 
fortunate. The loss of the British party, on this 
occasion, amounted to sixteen killed, and twenty- 
six taken prisoners. Reinforcements from Eng- 
land were now anxiously looked for, of x:our»e 
the joy of our troops, atid of the inhabitants, 
may be conceived on the arrival of the Belli- 
queux. Irresistible, and Fly, from Martinique, 
who brought from Mole St. Nicholas the 22d, 
23d, and 41st regiments, under command of Bri- 
gadier-general White. 

As the command of the whole noW devolved 
on the Brigadier, we cannot describe Colonel 
Whitelocke's share in the succeeding enterprises, 
better than in the dispatches of the General's 
words, which certainly pay no small compliment 
to the Colonel, andr conclude in the following 
terms : 

'' Allow me. Sir, to express how sensible I am 
of the zeal and activity which the navy and 
army have shewn On this interesting occasion, 
and how uniform their unanimity has ever been. 
Lieutenant-colonel Whitelocke will have the ho- 
nour to deliver thit dispatch^ aad there is nene 



Appendix.] south amemca. ^y, 

can give more real information of thiscomitry j 
he haB commanded here with infinite merits ^id 
acquitted himself on many arduous and trying 
accasions^ in a manner which has contributed tUi 
the good of tlie King's service, and his own ho^ 
Hour. He has done the duty of QuarterTmaster-i 
general, during the exp«lition : and, for colo* 
nial reasons, I gave him the rank of* Colonel/* 

After so long an absence, it was natural for 
the Colonel to wish for a little domestic happi* 
ness and enjoyment ; it does not therefore appear 
that be proceeded again on foreign service ; but 
in consequence of his matrimonial connections, 
he obtained an appointment upon the home staff. 
He was soon advanced to the rank of Brigadier* 
general, and owing to the rapid promotion in the 
superior ranks of the army, he became succes«e 
sively Major and Lieutenant-general, besides 
procuring the colonelcy of tha 89th regimeJat of 
foot. 

About the year 1797, General Whitelocke 
was appointed second in command at Portsmouth^ 
and here he had many oppt>rtunitie$ of shewing 
his parade talents both in the garrison and in the 
inspection and reviewing of the different volun^- 
teer corps in the vicinity. Here too, he preserved 
a strictness of discipline, and pursued a line of 
conduct of which many loudly complained. Per* 
haps, indeed, no officer of rank in the British 
^rmy was ever so universally spoken of without 
esteem. In every command and in every situa* 
tion which he has held, his conduct has been such 
as to call forth no sentiments of personal re- 
gard. 

From his official situation at Portsmouth, Ge- 
p#r£^l Whitelocke was removed in 1800, and ap- 

9 Q 
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Joints to the coinmskiid of the depot at Caris-r 
rooke^ in the isle of Wight^ a post of much 
exertion and considerable responsibility. This 
he of course vacated on his appointment in 1807, 
to the chief command of th^ British Torces in 
South America — ran appointment which h^» 
proved a source of equal disgrq.ce to himself and 
to the militjlry reputation of his country. Th^ 
details of his proceedings there have already been 
given in a preceding part of this volume. The 
gross misconduct and palpabfe imbecility which 
4ie there manifested became^ on his return^ the 
subject of a minute investigation before a Cour^ 
Martial. The judgment of the Court was, that 
Lieutenant-general Whitelocke be cashiered, 
and be declared totally unfit and unworthy to 
serve his Majesty in any military capacity what-* 
ever. 

Mr. Whitelocke took out with him. to Ame* 
rica a commission by which, in case of success^ 
he was appointed GovernorTgeneral of South 
America, with a salary of 12,0001. a year, and 
very extensive powers oyer the conquered 
provinces. By his sentence he has lost 50001^ 
per annum, which he dprived frqni his military 
appointment^. If, however, he possess a soul at 
all alive to the generpus feelings of honour, the 
privation of pecuniary emolument must be the 
least severe p^t of the sentence wjiich he ha§ ift!i 
eillfed, 
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' MAJOR-GENEftAL.iEVISON GOWtt, 

Son of tihe late Admiral Gower, was born ill 
1774. He entered the artny at a very eajcly.pe-' 
riod of life, and before the commenceraent of th0 
last war served as a subalterri in the Royals at 
Gibraltar. In the year 1793, he went to the. 
West Indies a Captjtin in the 9th regiment with, 
the expedition under Sif Charleis Grey,, and at 
first served as Aid-de-camrp to General PreaCott/ 
but a short time ikfter preferring regimental duty^ 
he got a company in the battalion of greqadiersi 
in which he Seyrved at the meolorable siege of 
Fort Bourbon in Martinique, and at the subset- 
^uent service in these islands during his conti- 
nuance in the West Indies; he had two severe at-, 
tacks of the yelldw fever, and having obtained 
the rank of Major in the New South Wales corps^, 
he came to England towards the latter end of the 
year 1794. The excelleot regulations of the pre- 
sent Commander in Chief, with regard to a prc^ 
scribed period of service before the rank of field* 
officer can be obtained, not having been at that 
time established. Major Gower's friends had no 
difficulty in purchasing him a Lieutenant-colo* ' 
nelcy in the 63d regiment, which corps he joined 
on the continent, a few days after his arrival from, 
the West Indies. He had the good fortune to join 
the day previous to the sortie of Nimeguen, wbera 
his regiment gained much credit for the gallantry 
which was displayed on that occasion under his 
<^ommand. 

Colonel Gower remained with his regiment 
during the remainder of the service on the conti- 
nent^ and returned with the rest of the army in tht 
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summer of 1795. A camp being at this time 
formed n^ar Soutluuap^n,^ to equip an army for 
the Wesl Indies, the 63d regiment was ordered 
tliere^ and embarked ik;N<ivfember of the same 
year, with the otlier ;teoops under Sir RalpJhr 
Abercroffiibie. The ship in which Colonel Gower 
a«d a great part of his r^ment were embarked^ 
baying^ sucteeded in weathering^ the gales which 
c44'ged: the remainder of Admii^l Christian's 
fiteet to return^ he arrived at Barbadoes early in 
1796, ^nd the detadiment was immediately sent 
on t» St.- Vin^nt's, which island was in entire 
possessiofi of the Freacbr and Caribs, except a 
i^ posts roimd the town of Kingston. Here 
Colonel" Gower remained in the 6eld until the 
arrival of General Abercrombie, with about four 
thousand men from SlXucia, when the Vigies. 
were invested and stormed on the 10th of June. 
The French wei^ driven from the two firsts and 
^pitulated in the third. Colonel Gower com- 
manded one of the points of attack. After this 
a force was left in the Carib country, consisting 
ctf the 40th, 63d, and some black corps, for re- 
ducing these extraordinary people, who had 
taken post in the mountains. Colonel Gower 
commanded a district, and remB^ined in the field 
until the month of r>ecember, when the service 
being closed, he returned to England to be mar* 
ried to a young lady, the daughter of Mr. Brooke, 
ctf Suffolk, to whom lie had been engaged before 
his embarkation for the West Indies. On his ar- 
malin Engiandj-^Colonel Gower became a mem- 
ber of Parliament for a borough in Cornwall. He 
i^turned to the West Indies to join bis regiment 
at Jamaica in the summer of 1797. He shortly 
^mehoiaaeagaiaaad. exchanged into the Cold^ 
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Mie9m:Guaxdsj with which corps he went to Ite^ 

^ In 1799, he accompanied the guards to Hol- 
laridy and cammanded some flank companies in 
the actipqs which took place upon that service^ 
where he is said to have gained much credit. 
. : Colonel Gower remained in the Guards until 
he got one of the balloting reserve, when he was 
appointed a Brigadier-general on the staff. 

He next got the rank of Major-general, and 
commanded a brigade at Bracbourne Lees, in 
Kent. 

When, the late Lieutenant-general; White- 
locke received the appointment of Commander 
in Chief of the expedition to South America, 
Major-general Gower was appointed second in 
command. 



COLONEL BACKHOUSE. 

Colonel Backhouse commenced his military 
carter during the American war under Major-ge- 
neral, afterwards the late Sir John Vaughan,in the 
West Indies, and from that period has been for 
the most part, employed upon foreign service. 

Being on his way to -he East Indies, in com- 
mand of the 47th regiment, he was early in the 
month of August 1806, detained by Sir David 
Baird at the Cape of Good Hope, and immedi- 
ately sent, with the regiment under his command, 
as part of the reinforcement intended to asaist 
General Beresford in South America. 

On his arrival in the Rio de la Plata, he had the 
mortification to fiud that officer, together with 
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the ti*oops he commanded, had been overpowered 
by the superiority of the enemy's numbers, and 
made prisoners of war to the Spaniards. By 
ibis unlooked-for eVcnt, he became the senioi* 
officer at the head of a small force ( consisting of 
three squadrons of dismounted dragoons, the 38th> 
4lih, and a company of the 54th regiment, not iu 
the whole ex^ceedii^g 1900 men) without artil- 
Jery, and without any specific instructions, in a 
trying sitijatiott* 

In co-operation with Sir Home Popjiam, V9h6 
cou^manded the squadron in the river Plate, an 
idea was formed of assaulting and endeavouring 
to carry the town of Monte Video on the side 
bounded by the fiver ; but the ships not being 
able to come near enough to silence the batteries 
so as tb permit the troops to enter, the project . 
was given up. 

For the troops to remain much longer in 
transports^ when many had been several months 
at sea, and without the opportutiity of pro^ 
curing refresljmentg^ might have been attend- 
ed with tinhealthy and perhaps serious conse- 
quences. He therefore formed the resolution of* 
immediately mating himself master of some 
position in the enemy's (Country, where he might 
keep a communication open with the shipping', 
command supplies for his nien, endeavpur to 
mount his cavalry, apd, if possible, to retain it 
until he could receive instructions from the Cape^ 
or a reinforcement might chance to arrive from 
Europe. 

^ Maldonado appearing the most eligible posi- 
tion for the^e purposes, he directly proceeded 
with Sir Home Popham, in the Diadem, and with 
such of the troops (a part of the 38th regimcntj 
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the 54th light company, and a few of the dis-» 
mounted dragoons) as could be conveyed in th^t 
ship and a frigate, landed without loss of time 
on the evening of the 29th of October, crossed 
the Sand-hills', and, after a fruitless opposition 
from the enemy, in which they lost numbers of 
their men together with their guns, he made good 
his position, which he had the fortune to main- 
tain, amid many difficulties, in the face of the 
enemy, with whom he had mostly to fight for 
his supplies until the arrival of Sir Samuel Auch- 
muty, with the troops from England in the month 
of January following. 

By this means, in consequence of Colonel 
Backhouse not having evacuated the country. 
Sir SamuePs force became strong enough imme- 
diately to proceed to the attack and conquest of 
Monte Video. 

After the arrival of Sir Samuel, Colonel 
Backhouse could only act in bis capacity a| 
eonimanding the 47th regiment, but he* had the 
satisfaction to find that the measures he had 
pursued were not only approved of, by Sir Sa- 
muel Auchmuty, whose thanks he received in 
pubjic orders, but were also honoured with the 
express approbation of his Royal Highness the^ 
Comqaandei: in Chief. 



He;utenant coi^onei, kington. 

Thj: following anecdotes relate to the con- 
cluding period of the life of the gallant Lieute- 
liapt-colonel Kington of the 6th regiment of 
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dragoon guards or carabineers^ and to the hu-^ 
mane treatment he experienced from the Spanish 
officers: 

Lieutenant*colonel Kington iiaving advanced 
a considerable way into the town of Buenos 
Ay res, on the morning of the 5th of July 1787, 
received a musket- ball through ,his right .leg, 
which occasioned him to fall while cheering and 
animating his regiment to follow him, and en-^ 
deavour to take two pieces of cannon opposed to 
them in the centre of the street. Refusing any 
assistance from his men to carry him off, he de- 
sired they would march forward and do their 
duty under the brave and much lamented Cap ^ 
tain Burrell, who also received a mortal wound* 
In the mean time, the Colofiel contrived to re- 
move from the ceptre into one of the cross-streets, 
and there remained till the carabineers had been 
ordered to retreat, when the enemy advanced^ 
and began to use him in a most brutal manner — 
they were upon the point of dispatching hini 
with their bayonets, had not an old Spaniard 
rushed from his house, and throwing his cloal^ 
over the Colonel, and his person between him 
and his countrymen, besought them to spare hiii 
life, and not take advantage of a fallen toe. 

The old man then dragged him into his 
house, and having bound up his wound, laid him 
on his own bed, and watched him during the 
day and night with the tenderness of a parent ; 
he had him conveyed on the 6th, to the citadel, 
where General Liniert ordered every -possible 
attention to be paid to his wounded prisoner. — 
The General told the Colonel, that Mrs. O'Gor- 
mon, a. relation of his, had offered to acconi- 
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inpdate oile of the wounded officers at her 6ym 
house, arid reiiopeptr* he nright kp removed to 
her dwelling, whexe he. would have every pos- 
iiible care taken df his wound. In this hospitkble 
iiianjion thi^ Colorrel lay seventeen days before his 
dissolution, receiving from tlie hands of his kirid 
hostess and hef relations ev€jry atteiition that hu- 
manity could dictate. General Linierii attended 
him daily, and visited him alwaj^ bfefo^e be re^ 
iired to test ; he shewed as much interest for thfe 
Colond*s sifety as he could have done for his 
own son in a siniilar situation. 

The old Spaniard wiis constant in hiii enquiriei^ 
concerning the (joloners wt)und, and though 

gressed by him to receive a sum of money for 
is great humanity arid tendcrneiss, he eould not 
be prevailed upon to accept the least pecuniary 
reward; though hy rio means in affluent drcum- 
stances. 

The gcfnerdus behaviour of General liinief^ 
continued after the Colonel's decejlse, on the 
'SSd of Jtily ; he diretted the body to he removed 
to the Viceroy*s palace, arid th^te to lie in state 
till the* interment ; the funeral w^s conducted 
after the English manner ; General Liniers and 
all ihe principal military offijcers, and civil 
inagistrates attended, with four fe^fments of in- 
fantry to fire over the grave ; and a tabjet, with 
a suitable inscription, .was ordered, by the Ge- 
neral, to be placed ove* the remains of the de~ 
"betisfcd; 
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MAJOR TRaTTSlL 

Major Trotter,, of tlie 83d regiment, was a 
ncj phew of the late Bishop of Down. He na- 
turally possessed quick parts^ which were early 
improved bj his being placed at Woolwich^ where 
he lived in the house of Mr, BonnyciLstle, and 
received an excellent military education at that 
seiptvinavy. On leaving Woolwich he conimenced 
his military career in the 37th regiment, in whict 
he had obtained an ensigncy^ and was in al] tlie 
actions in Flanders^ where this corps distinguish^ 
ed itself early in 1794. He was soon promoted 
to a lieutenancy in the 88th regiment, \vith which 
he saw a great variety of service during the, rest 
of the campaign on the continent, in the West 
Indies, in tlie East Indies^ and in Egypt. Havr_ 
ing attained the rank of captain, he commanded 
the grenadier company at St.. Lucia, where he 
attracted the notice? of the gallant veteran Sir 
Ralph Abercrombie, and was the. favourite of 
Lieutenant-general M'Donald, who then comr 
manded the flank companies of the army. 

Captain Trotter afterwards proceeded with his 
regiment to India, and accompanied the Indian 
expedition to Egypt, where his merit attracted 
the notice of his superiors, and he was selected by 
General Beresford to be his major of brigade. 

On.the commencenienf of the present war, that 
officer being placed on the staff in Ireland, ap- 
pointed Captain Trotter his brigade-mf^or. From 
that situation he was promoted to a majoritv in 
the S3d^ with which he went on the expedition 
against the Cape of Gdod Hope ; and as acting 
assistant Adjutant-general, distinguished himself 
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in such a manner at tl)e attack and defeat of the 
Dutch array as to merit the public thanks of Sir 
David Baird^ the commander in chief. - 

When in consequence of the capture of Buenos 
Ayres by the troops undei: his command, Briga- 
dier-general Beresford applied to Sir David 
Baird for a reinforcement from the Cape, he re- 
quested that Major Trotter might be sent to act 
under him in the capacity of Deputy-adjutant Ge- 
neral. Sir David complied w^ith his request ; and 
Major Trotter, with Lieutenant-colonel Brown- 
rigg as Deputy Quarter-master General, accom- 

ffanied Colonel Vassall with the first division of 
.he reinforcements th^vt sailed from the Cape of 
Good Hope. But before their arrival in the 
Plata, General Bpresford, wit^ the vvholeofh^ip 
force, had been compelled to surrender to the 
Spaniards. 

Colonel Backhouse, J^owever, soon after ar- 
riving with the remainder of the reinforcettient, 
and assuming the chief command of the force* 
then collected, cpnpfiped Major Trotter in the 
situation of Deputy Adjutant General to those 
forces, with dir^ctionjs to continue as such until 
future orders, Colonel Backhouse having de- 
termined upon taking up a position in the ene- 
my's country at the town bf Maldonado, Major 
Trofter landed with him in the vicinity of that 
post, and in the attack upon the enemy, obtained 
his permission to lead ope of the divisions of the 
grenadiers of the 38th regiment, with which ihe 
fnemy's guris were earned, and captured at the 
point of the bayonet. 

During the arduous period that the snmB 
force under Colonel Backhouse ^elA possession 
^f Maldonado, Major Trotter was actively an4 



300 woTJES oif , jP Appendix, 

s^eaJously employed in his siiuatiqn. On the ar^ 
rival pf Sir Samuel Auchrauty, with the addi- 
tional troops under his ^pmmand from Englandj| 
Major Tvotter, in consequence of a Deputy Ad- 
jutant General having come out f|;ttached to Sir 
3amue| Auchmuty'^ forces, ceased to continue 
any longer in that capacity. Sir Samuel, how- 
__ ever, oftered to appoint him an assistant in the 
Quarter Master General -s department, which he 
declined; but^ upon the light companies of the 
respective regiments being formed into a batta-r 
lion, he readily accepted the situation of Major 
to thi^t battalion ; the command of which was 
given to Lieutenant-colonel Brownrigg, who ha4 
^Iso ceased to hold his §tai^ situation as Deputy 
i^uarter-raaster General. 

In an action during a sortie made by the 
enemy from Monte Video, Major Trotter lifid a 
hqrse shot under him^ and received a wound in 
the h&nd> but was not thereby prevented from 
leading the light brigade, in conjunction with 
liis brave friend Colonel Brownrigg, on the desT 
perate spryice of storming t^p breach of that 
Ibrtre^. . 

Major Trotter's conduct on this occasion wa^ 
lilso mentioned in the highest terms in the ofr 
ficial disnatchj and the gallant and lamented 
Colonel mownri^, bis mend and companioR 
in ax;ip& and in danger,' his kind attention tq 
whom^ in his last moments, w?is nq less remark-* 
able thai^ his adherence atid co-operation in bat- 
fle^ made it a l^at request lo his oncl^. General 
Brownrigg, that he should use all his Interest to 
£et, ^im prpmpted to a li^utenj^nt-colpnelcy, 
7*0 tbiM^e^iw^t Geneiai Brownrkg, pftid all th^ 
it^gnti^jH tp which iti vras,entitiea^^ ^nd there ii 
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po doubt that, if Major Trotter liad lived, the 
illustrious person at the head of the armj-^ould 
hatye taken arU early opportunity of promotiog 
jiiin. In a subsequent skirmish with a |)artjr 
of Spaniards^ in the vicinity of Colouia, Majoc 
Trotter received a severe wound through the 
body, The close of his life, as describeij in th^ 
Dfirratiye of the attack on Buenos- Ayes, was, 
consistent with the eagerness with which he aU 
ways led his followers to the post of honour. 

The premature fate of this gallant officer is to 
^very friend to his pountry a subject of poignant 
regret. His conduct throughout the whole oF 
his professional career had raised the highest ex- 
pectations of his future glory ; and it may witl^ 
truth be asserted, that he has not left behind him, 
in the British army, an officer of more inilit£|ry 
zeal, or more determined pourage. ' 

F I K I S. 
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Page 38, Dne 5, for ply read play. 

: 163, ^--*- 12, /or 9Sth regiment r^aiOSthregimfnt. 

,-.,-. lj^3, 17, dele Captain Cross, and i/werr Lieutenant- 
Colonel Darock. - 

— — , — .*- 20, dele Sjr Samuel Auchmuty and insert Lieute- 
nant-colonel Sir Edward Butler. 

N. B. Sir Samuel Auchmuty commanded the brigade 
(if whii'k the 87di regiment ^hrmed a part. 

' 230,—^ — : 9, It was omitted to mention that the detachment 

here spoken oj^ was led by the travff Captain Elvington, 
of Me 47 th regiment, t^Ao distinguished himseff so highly, 
at the storming of Monte Video. 

— r— 250, -- — l4,^or General Auckland rtfoi Genera! Ackland. 

•— — 27^3^ -^ — ^ fr©m the bottom, /or eldest reac^youngeit. 

274, — 5, eldes* read youngest. 

—— ^ 6, merchant read iawyen 
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